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T was not long before Mr, Clive repeated his 
morning viſit to Mrs. Smith, and ſhe had the 
addreſs to amuſe him beyond his dinner hour, 
which ſurprized his family a litt'e, as he was al- 
ways extremely punQual to return in due time. 
As for Miſs Charlotte, ſhe was highly offended at 
this, firſt negle& her brother had ever ſhewn his 
wife or her. Truly, ſhe ſaid, ſhe wondered 
much at his behaviour” but Mrs. Clive with 
her uſual ſweetneſs and good humour, treated it 
lightly ; „you are extremely ſevere, ſaid ſhe, 
Charlotte, to ſuffer your indignation to rife at a 
fiſt offence, believe me it is impoſlible, for any 
man (and particularly one in buſineſs) to confine 
himſelf to minutes, nor would I have you think 
of, mate l you have conquered ſuch unrea- 
ogs. Is it not ſufficient, that, the 
man you (your coulin Frank for example) 
ould be perpetually embarraſſed with the inevi- 
table cares and fatigues of trade, but that a wife 
muſt pretend to pout, and give him an unwelcome 
reception, merely becauſe he has not neglected 
DT coll ſome 


_ honour of joining with me in my ſuppoſition, for 
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ſome matter of importance, for the valuable con- 
ſideration of not having made her Wait dinner.“ 
e If my brother was not a decent huſband, re- 
turned Miſs Clive, I ſhould hate him upon your 
account, you are ſo meek and forbearing; but ſor 
my part, if ever it ſhould be my fate to marry, 
unleſs there be a man on earth capable of perſe- 
vering in that very complaiſance, without the leaſt 
diminution, he paid me when his miſtreſs, I ne- 
ver could be happy.” Extravagant girl,” ſaid 
Mrs. Clive ſmiling 3 “ as you pleaſe for that, 
interrupted Miſs Charlotte, but don't tell me of a 
confident creature's looking me in the face 
and commanding me, when wheedled into his 
power, that would have cringed for a ſmile or af- 
fected to tremble at a frown, when was at my own 
diſpoſal. O the ungenerous ſex !“ Pray, Char- 
latte, ſaid Mrs. Clive, do me the favour to inform 
me where you picked up theſe ſtrange notions.” 
«© Without giving you their original, replied Miſs 
Clive, do permit me, now we are at leiſure, to 
communicate my whole ſentiments. upon this 
matter.” Mrs. Clive gave an aſſenting nod, and 
Miſs Clive, proceeded. „ Suppoſe then, for 
example, but who, continued ſhe, ſhall I do the 


_ "at preſent, I have neither particular favour or at- 

fection for any man living, After a pauſe, O ! 
ſaid ſhe, I'll ſuppote then, that my couſin Frank 
(who by the by you are ſenſible I have never yet 
ſeen) had paſt through all the introductory ſcenes 
to the honourable eſtate in which you ateſhackled.; 
I ay, ſuppoſe that he had out-lyed and outwhined 
me of all my maidenly reſolutions, and I had 
come to the poſitive determination of putting the 
future happineſs of my life into his power, mere!y 
to free myſelf from his imporwanity.” Very 

well, returned Mrs, Clive, pray go on.“  Sup-| 
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joſe this then the happy morn, reſumed ſhe, and 
that you now behold the bridegroom gay, bedight 
in all his beſt attire, with placid ſmiles, and pio- 
niſe· breathing lips, ready to conduct me where 
father and pale a wait our coming. Could it 
ever enter your imagination, that this obliging, 
docile, happy creature could play the tyrant ? 

ou anſwer, no, without doubt, and conſequent- 


poor I, free from all ſuſpicion of ſuch a change, 


fearleſs avow my great, . my bold defign, of ever 


affer with unfeigned truth, loving, obeying, ho- 


nouring (alone) this lord of the creation. Shall 
he ere we ſhort weeks are paſt, the halcyon days 
in matrimony, mip. in the bud my hopes of dear 
contentment, and with head erect, and threater— 
ing eye, ſternly command what I from friendſhip 


and affeQtion ſocial, ſhould think his due; in 


ſhort, flouriſhes, out of the queſtion, the reins, 
that man ever checks and controuls your Char- 
bite, muſt ſilken be, and gently held. Are not 


mfants cheated out of their ſelf, by flattery's 


charm ? and ſhall-not man, who to ſelf in reaſon 
ever thinks us infants, try the ſame arts, nor uſe 


compulſion, where a ſugar- plum alone, or pra: 


ſes for inſtruction meant, would beſt ſucceed ? 


« Really, Charlotte, replied Mrs, Clive, I muſt 
tell you now you have. finiſhed your harangue, 


that you are much further read in romance than 
| imagined; what à picture have you drawn? 
and layed down a mighty pretty ſyſtem of matri- 


monial government, but take it from me, that 


vbeneye you do change your condition, you muſt 
abate conſiderably theſe Wild maidenly expeQati- 


ons 3 you cannot form ajudgment how much each _ 
party muſt bear, and forbear, if they mean to 
ve happineſs: it is impoſſible for human nature 


a 
to keep up to one particular pitch of good humour, 
x ſickneſs, the or diſappointment, will dif- 

"61 i A 3 compoſe 


* 


6 THE LIFE or 

compoſe our frail diſpoſition, though our real af- 
ſections remain unſh#ken, and I am confident it is 
owing to a want of due conſideration in this re- 
ſpect, and a proper allowance for common inci- 
Cents, that matrimony appears ſo formidable to 
young minds. We are not, I confeſs, treated as 
we ought beforehand, but you muſt blame cuſtom, 
and our wrong «ducations ; _where will you meet 
with a woman, continued Mrs. Clive, fo free from 
that pertneſs, with which thy heart, Charlotte, 
abounds, as to ſuffer a man to fet her right in any 
particular? can ſuch a fine creature be ſuppoſed 
to err? or admitting that poſſible, ſhall the man, 
that is only ſoliciting her to ſpend her whole days 
with him, preſume to think ſo, much Jels ac- 
knowledge it? fy, fy, do but ſet out properly, 
and I'll engage the event would anſwer your beſt 
wiſhes; accuſtom yourſelf to bear gentle reproof, 
and make it your buſineſs to convince your hum- 
ble ſervant, whilſt he is ſuch,” that you are a rati- 
onal creature, and depend upon it, it will be your 
» own fault if ever your huſband ſuſpects you to be 
otherwiſe. I thank you, my good ſage ſiſter, for 
your domeſtic, tame advice, replied Miſs Clive, 
and ſo you really would have me, by inviting the 
ereature to reprove'me, eſtabliſh it into a cuſtom; 
I think it will never ſuit my diſpoſition, however, 
I will fo far condeſcend, as to beg another ſober 
long lecture whenever my eyes are bleſſed with an 
object, that is capable of affecting my hitherto in- 
vulnerable heart; I wiſh that day was come, for 
] begin to think that a young woman, without 2 
lover, may very aptly (according to Don Quixote's 
ſimile of an knight-erraot without a miſtreſs) be 
compared to a tree without leaves.“ Indeed, 
Charlotte, returned Mrs. Clive, J ſincerely wiſh 
you may ſoon be cured of your inſenſibility, and 
touſed over head and ears; when you are really 
8 ; caugn 
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caught, you muſt expect to make but an auk- 
ward figure after all your raillery, and notwith- 


ſtanding no youth has ever yet been able to make 


an impreſſion upon your heart, yet I cannot believe 
it is invincible. This merit I muſt, however, al- 
low you, that you are ſuperior to the little vanity 
of entertaining danglers ; which is alone ſufficient 
torecommend you with the ſenſible part of man- 
kind; but J hear your brother's voice, therefore 


we will go down immediately; for though I cannot 


cenſider his making the dinner wait for him as a 
fault, yet I ſhould hold it an unpardonable one to 


a 


make him wait for his dinner.“ Well ſaid, my 


perſevering ſiſter, replied Miſs Charlotte, but let 
your conduct be ever ſo right, I hate it for not chi- 
ming with my opinion and inclinations.”  _ 


They found Mr. Clive in the parlour, who 
zmuſed them with ſome tale to account for his 


exceeding the dinner hour, which was implicitly 
believed and accepted by his wife, as a ſufficient 
excuſe, and all was peace and ſatisfaction. "Theſe 
grateful ſenſations had long been baniſhed the 
plotting heart of Mrs. Smith, nor did ſhe enjoy 


one moment's real tranquillity ; the apprehenſion 


of being detected, the mortification derived from 
ill ſucceſs, and the inſurmountable horrors of guilt 


preyed upon her continually ; yet, had not this 


woman the reſolution to renounce ber vicious 
practices, but vainly ſtrove to expel that conſci- 
ouſneſs, or ſtruggles of ſoul, ſhe ſome times 
laboured under, by the aſſiſtance of Bacchus; 
but no ſooner were the ſtupifying fumes evapora- 


ted, than conſcience again haunted her breaſt (de- 


ſerted by every virtuous inclination and ſupport) 
ſuggeſted new diſcontents and gloomy reflections. 
She was now caſting about for the means of en- 
Faging Mr. Clive's company in an evening, when 


e flattered herſelf ſhe ſhould be able to ſubdue 
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his rigid virtue, either by the intoxication of wine, 
or her charms, and, once caught, ſhe doubted 
not of retaining him in the ſhare either from af. 
fection for her, or tender concern for the repoſe of 
his wife; and to a mind like hers it was indiffer- 
ent (provided her avaricious views could be grati- 
fied) whether love or fear, ſecured her prey. 
Mr. Clive felt infinite compunction in acting a 
part ſo foreign to his real inclinations, and retired 
immediately after dinner, into his ſtudy, in order 
to indulge his diſagreeable reffections. How in- 
tirely, ſaid he, having ſecured the door, do I ſub- 
feribe to that aſſertion that virtue and vice are their 
own reward, notwithſtanding I have not taken a 
criminal ftep, yet, as it is a clandeſtine one, it is 
im Pers nor has my mind been perfectly at 
eaſe, ſince my commiſſion of it. My wife ſhould 
certainly have been informed of my firſt morn- 
ing adventure, her peace ſhould have been of great- 
er conſequence to me than any other confideration; | 
yet, what is wrong? was I not bound by hon- 
our to be ſecret? but am I not likewiſe bound 
by the treble ties of honour, love, and juſtice to 
make my wife acquainted with every tranſac- 
tion, which concealment alone would render myſ- 
terious ; I ſhould not leave a ſhadow of ſuſpicion, 
or but bare poſſibility of that dear worthy creature's 
repoſe beingendangered; yet, what could be ſuſpect- 
ed? this woman is undoubtedly what ſhe deſcribes, or 
be ſhe what ſhe may, Iam incapable of entertaining 
the leaſt improper inclination. How weak I am to 
ſtart but one objection to comply with a requeſt, 
which perhaps, with any other wife than mine, 
would not only be highly reaſonable, but highly ne- 
ceſſaty: I will be faithful to my truſt, nor ever, till I 
have Mis. Smith's permiſſion, reveal the ſecret to any 
one; I promiſed to call upon her again very ſoon, 
and I hope one more week will put a period to theſe 
innocent, though private interviews. Having 


Having thus patched up a reconciliation with 
himſelf, he ſought his wife and ſiſter, and telling 
them he was at their ſervice for the evening, to 
atone for his morning's tranſgreſſion, offered to 
attend them to the play, or wherever they choſe 
to beſtow themſelves. Charlotte ſaid, if was 
permitted to hold the reins, he ſnould not be al- 
ſowed even to: ſpend the afternoon with them for 
his puniſhment, but Mrs. Clive was of very differ- 


the utmoſt pleaſure. The next morning he wait- 


ed, and Rachel had orders, whenever the gentle- 
man called, to inform him that her lady would take 
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Mr. Clive engaged to do, and returned: very well 


| 


1 LA 


tion of himſelf that evening, but he was not-to 
get off ſo cleverly. Mrs. Clive and Charlotte want- 


place; the wife was diſpatched to acquaint him 
wich their intention and requeſt; Mr. Clive was 
both mortified and ſurpriſed at being taken at fuch 
a diſadvantage z my wife, ſaid he, is here; what 
ſhall I fay ? ſo accuſtomed as we have been to have 
but one heart, one ſentiment, who muſt I feign 
myſelf engaged with ? his perplexity was too ap- 


g Wl parent not to be perceived by Mrs. Clive. You 
0 ſeem thoughtful, my dear, ſaid ſhe, I hope I do 
not come unſeaſonably, but Charlotte and I want- 


ed you to ſquire us to the concert if you have no 


, 
- engagement. Mr. Clive was diſtreſſed, but replyed; 
I my dear, I have an engagement I cannot diſpenſe 
y WI ith, it is to meet a friend, at, at, hefitated he; J 


hope you won't take it ill, butl really am ublig'd to 
go. O by no means, replicd this Kindly, indulgent 
. | A 5 lady. 
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ent ſentiments, and accepted of his company with 
ed once more upon Mrs. Smith, but ſhe was deni- 
it as a particular ſavour, if he could conveniently 
come about ſeven o'clock in the evening; this 

fatisfied 3: having dined, he retired in order to avoid 


any interrogatorics-cencerning his intended diſpoſi- 


ed to engage his attendance on them to a public 
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lady, but could not your friend and you meet us, and 
let us have your company home: L really muſt quar- 
rel with any perſon, who would wiſh to engroſs you 
to himſelf; he ſhall partake with all my heart, but 
we muſt not loſe you entirely.” Unpractiſęd, as Mr. 
Clive was, in diffimulation and deceit, his ſituation 
grew very critical, but, at once; to ſave himſelf from 
the danger of either being ſuſpected or diſcovered, he 
reſolvedto make off, therefore riſing he ſaid, in ſome 
little confuſion, © I will, I will, my dear, if poſſible 
diſengage my ſelf ſo as to be able to attend you. Ex- 
cuſe me, the ſooner I go, the ſooner I ſhall have it 
in my power to return ; ” ſo ſaying, he quitted his 
wife with precipitation, went to a coffee houſe, 
where he continued until the hour. of appointment 
arrived, and then repaired to Ormond Quay.. + 
Mrs. Smith was now compleatly happy from the 
flattering hope that ſhe had at laſt gained the defir- 
ed track, received him with great gaiety and polite- 
neſs, and, after the firſt compliments were over, 
and they had taken their ſeats, ** I' think, ſaid ſhe, 
fir, there is a concert to night.“ There is, ma- 
dam, returned Mr. Clive, my wife and ſiſter would 
Fain have engaged my attendance upon them; they 
are gone, but my engagement to you: would not 
permit me to oblige them; Mrs. Smith was pi- 
qued, ſtill harping upon his wife; thought ſhe, how- 
ever, I am glad I had the power of diſappointing 
her,—but obſerving the character ſhe had aſſumed, 
with much propriety; I am very ſorcy, fir, ſaid ſhe, 
that I have prevented your being ſo agreeably en- 
tertained : don't mention it, madam, returned Mr. 
Clive, if you will only pleaſe to put it in-my power 
to ſerve you, I ſhall think my time more-valuably 
ſpent.” E May I not now, madam, examine thoſe 


papers you mentioned to me?” 1 hope, fir, inter- 
zogated ſhe, eluding his queſtion, you do not in- 
tend leaving me before ſupper ; I really muſt beg, 

3 ma- 
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] will detain you as ſhort a time afterwards as you 
pleaſe; ſo ſaying ſhe rung the bell, and ordered that 
ſupper ſhould be brought in before nine: you 


mentioned, ſaid ſhe, fir, the laſt time I had the 
pleaſure of ſeeing you, that you hoped I had an 


huſband capable (as you obligingly phraſed it) of 
diſcerning my merit; now will I try him to the 
utmoſt, thought ſhe ; then reſuming, there, alas 
ſrI am to be pitied, he is an abſolute churl, not 
mine, but my friend's choice, who, from a miſtaken 
opinion, that a rough fincerity was the beſt ſecuri- 
ty for a woman's happineſs, ſacrificed me at ſixteen 
with 20, oool. to this ſea monſter, I, fir, have never 
experienced either peace or tranquillity ſince that 
fatal hour, except theſe intervals of abſence; judge 
then how ſuſceptible I muſt be of merit in others 
of his ſex ; I have an heart replete with ſenſibi- 
lity though from my huſband I have received ſuffi- 


cient wrongs to have frozen every avenue. There 


is not a vice but he is addicted to, drunkenneſs and 
profaneneſs, nay, he brought a miſtreſs into my ve- 
ty houſe ; believe me, fir, the world has wondered 
at my reſolution in not retaliating atleaſt the latter. 
Misjudging world, returned Mr. Clive with ſome 
warmth, notwithſtanding, madam, your provocati- 
ons are infinitely great, yet they are by no means 
an excuſe for criminal actions; could my, wife's 
committing adultery juſtify my commiſſion of, it: 


the very thought is horrible, replyed Mrs, Smith, 
finding he expreſſed. ſuch; deteſtation at the hint, 


| only mentioned it, continued the ſycophant,.as 
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Ma. FRANCIS CLIVE. 11 
madam, ſaid Mr. Clive, to be permited ſo to do, 
promiſed. Well, fir, interrupted ſhe, and 
ou promiſed me your company this evening, and 
| have provided accordingly ; you really muſt not 
diſappoint me, you ſhall ſup at an early hour, and 
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entertain. Mrs. Rachel making her appearance, 
ſhe added but ſupper waits ; you ſee, fir, how ex- 
peditious we have been, that we might not treſ- 
paſs upon your time or patience.” The.entcr. 
tainment ſhe had provided was trifling, but very 
genteel, her ſide - board was plentifully furniſhed 
with a variety of wines, of which ſhe drank ve- 
ry freely as an example for her gueſt, whoſe head 
not being quite ſo well ſeaſoned, foon became gid- 
dy, and by theſe methods did this abandoned wo- 
man compleat that night, all her vile deſigns, up- 
on this unhappy man, who fell a victim by too 
much politeneſs, credulity, and ſelf confidence: 
one ſingle deviation from candour and ingenuity 
was puniſhed by years of remorſe, and aQual guilt 
was the conſequence of a ſeeming trifling omiſſion. 
Charlotte and her ſiſter returned from the con- 
cert, and were ſurpriſed at not finding Mr. Clive; 
his poor lady, who had accuſtomed herſelf to be 
incspable of an enjoyment of which Mr. Clive 
had no participation, had paſſed the evening but 
uneaſily; but ſhe did not ſuffer her countenance to 
be over-clouded, nor her accent to be plaintive. 
«Charlotte, ſaid ſhe, with her uſual chearful- 
neſs, how have you been entertained ? for my part 
I received but little ſatisfaction. Miſs Clive te- 
plyed, vy truly, ſiſter, as my heart is free 
rom all domeſtic care, I thought the evening 
was ſcraped away tolerably well, not but J am ſo far 
ajudge, though I never was within the ſmoke of 
our Engliſh metropolis, as to be ſenſible, theſe are a 
ſet of the very worſ performers that can poſſibly be, 
not were the company extraordinary, I am quite 
ef your opinion, returned Mrs. Clive; it is be- 
tween ten and eleven o'clock, therefore we will ſup 
my dear, if you pleaſe; for I perceive we ſhall not 
have your brother's company ; ſo I perceive too, re- 
phed Miſs Clive, and was be my huſband I ſhoudbe 
| | Fn pre- 
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prepared to give him a curtain lecture. Ought a 


man to be ſo happy any where, as in his wife's com- 
pany : now would I give ſomething, continued ſhe, 
to know the wiſe ſubjects the men amuſe them- 
ſelves with, when we are excluded their ſweet ſo- 
ciety : the bottle, fir, reſts with you, your toaſt, 
we inſiſt upon it, and ſuch the train, until theſe 
pot valiant heroes fall to quarrelling, challenging, 
and a total ſubverſion of reaſon is the conſequence. - 
“ Dear Charlotte, ſaid Mrs. Clive, do not always 
ſpeak with ſo much acrimony, depend upon it your 
puniſhment is at hand; would you have ſpirits 
maſculine regaled with nought but tea and ſcan- 
dal, but there is no talking to you. I know the 
meaning of that malicious ſmile, therefore beg 
that ſupper may ſupply the place of all that you 
have now to offer.” Miſs Clive complied, but ſaid 
her ſiſter had abſolutely obliged her to ſuppreſs the 
ſmarteſt thing that had occured to her imagination 
for months paſt :- at half an hour after twelve they 


_ parted, and Mrs. Clive had an opportunity of gi- 


ving vent to her opprefled heart; the tenderneſs 


with which ſhe had been bred; the natural deli- 


cacy of her mind, and her unlimited affection for 
her huſband, added an uncommon keennefs to her 
ſenſibility, and occaſioned her to feel as an heavy 
misfortune, what to a different diſpoſition may ap= 
pear very trifling.”” I have made, ſaid ſhe, but 


2 ſhort ſupper ; how am I alarmed, my huſpand 


never yet ſtayed ſo late in ſtrange company. Sure 
no accident has befallen him, miſerable ſuſpence 


how will every hour aggravate my anxiety until 


I fee him again ! how ungenerous is the behavi- 


our of the generality of mankind, in ridiculing 


what they ought to applaud, but ſo it is, that no 
ſooner does an huſband betray a particular affei- 
on for or attachment to his wife, than he is con- 
. | ſidered 


ſidered as an owl amongſt the birds, and he 
muſt drink more than is agreeable to either his 
inclination or conſtitution, keep hours that are 
painful to himſelf, as well as her, and ridicule all 
order and decorum, or truly he is hunted, as under 
petticoat goyernment, and ſtigmatized with the 
appellation of hen-peck ; but was 1 to talk till 
morning, my ſingle voice would avail but little in 
ſuch a cauſe. _ Heaven preſerve him, and reſtore 
him, and may I be enabled to bear without a 
murmur whatſoever may hereafter be his diſpoſi- 
tion; Iwill wait in my dreſſing room untill his 
return, or I receive ſome news of him. I fear I 
ſhall be ridiculed by the diflolute young fellows of 
the age, for making ſuch a buſtle and parade 
about; ſo ſmall a matter, as a man's being un- 
faithful to his wife, or in their language being en- 
gaged in an affair of gallantry; but I muſt beg 
leave to recommend to their conſideration, that 
adultery, however its being in theſe modern times 
a faſhionable vice, may leſſen the enormity of it 
in their eyes, was once conſidered as highly crimi- 
nal, and is ſtill held in that eftimation, in ſome 
' remote quarters of the world, and if they take 
into their account the fatal conſequence it is too 
often productive of, in not only eradicating do- 
meſtic peace and felicity, but involving a whole 
poſterity in poverty and obſcurity; they cannot 
but allow that it is far from being an eligible ſtep. 
To ſay that at length the morn and cold indiffer- 
ence came, With reipect to Mr. Clive, would be 
to give the reader a very faint idea of what he felt; 
| his. reſentment was ſo violent, that Mrs. Smith, 
for her own ſake, almoſt repented her ſucceſs, he 
ſtamped, and in the agony of his ſoul curſed him- 
| ſelf and her to all eternity; but pauſing a few 
moments, my God, cried he, how the commiſli- 
„ 5 | on 
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on of one vice hurries thy ſinful creatures into 
innumerable crimes. I am not accuſtomed to 
blaſphemy, yet am practiſing it, to aggravate, 
inſtead of endeavouring to extenuate the guilt 
which I have brought upon myſelf; I have broken 
through every tye of honour, faith, and gratitude, 
and left an amiable woman to ſpend a night in 
bitter ſuſpence concerning my unworthy fate; but 
I muſt haſten to relieve her from one anxiety to 
wound her with a greater: thou fiend, continued 
he, furioufly, what atonement canſt thou make 
for drawing down upon my miſerable head this 
horrid guilt and calamity? Mrs. Smith pretended 
to weep exceſſively, and, with a moſt theatrical 
air and accent, conjured him to kill her, with a 
penknife ſhe preſented him with, for that action 
would be mercy, in compariſon of what ſhe ſuf- 
fered from his cruel words: it was love, ſhe ſaid, 
a fatal admiration of his perſon that had incited 
her to the ſteps ſhe had taken, and if his heart 
was ſo abſorbed by an inclination for one woman, 
as to ſuffer another to languiſh-outher days unpi- 
tied and unregarded, ſhe did not wiſh a continu- 
ance of her life, as it would indeed be a moſt 
wretched one. Mr. Clive was deaf to all her ex- 
preſſion and blind to her teats, and haſtily open- 
ing the door, he left her to her own reflections. 
Wben he reached his on houſe he was inform- 
ed that his lady had not been in bed, his paſſion 
was ſomewhat abated, but his remorſe was encrea- 
ſed; he ſtepped into his ſtudy in ordef to tompoſe 
and recollect hin, ſelf in ſome meaſure: now am I 
fallen indeed, cried he; how juſt this puniſnment 
of my ſelf-confidence! to be ſure I was ſuperior 
to temptatian, and there could be no improprie- 
ty in ſuch a man's expoſing himſelf to the moſt 
irreſiſtible allurements in the world, wine * 
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fine woman. How fatally haue I purchaſed my 


experience l my lord — s intended crime was not 
of half ſo deep a dye; he had no wife, nor friend 
to whom he owed ſuch uncommon obligations, 
as I do to this dear woman, and my good: Mr. 
Spranger, but, for his unexampled generoſity, I 
had not lived perhaps to play the villain; my little 
boy, how will he curſe my memory, when he 
hearts my wickedneſs related ! how did the ſyco- 
phant betray me ſtep by ſtep to ruin ! can I ever 
again behold the face of my much injured wife ? 
what reception can I expe&? I never can conceal 
my guilt from her nice penetration, yet have no 
means to avoid her preſence but ſor a few moments. 
How the wretch dared me on! | and fluſhed with. 
wine, I was unable to reſiſt her vile allurements; 
ſhe has a face and tongue that would deceive an 
angel, and ſuch a gloſs ſhe' put even upon the 
crime I have committed, that Þ was half perſuadc<d,. 
before I had recovered my power of recollection, 
that inexperience, not reaſon, called what I had 
done a vice; but now I am awakened; the ſumes. 
of wine evaporated, the fire gone; I ſee the ſad: 
condition to which Iam reduced: but I muſt-not, 
I am convinced on cool deliberation, reveal this 
ſhocking tranſaction to my wife: No, it would be 
worſe than the crime itſelf to deſtroy her-happineſs.. 
I muſt add diſſimulation to what I have already 
done, ſo:impoſſible it is to commit a ſingle vice; 
this, however, I reſolve,” never more to behold: 
that deſtruQive wretch's face; never, never again 
to enter her hateful doors. 
Mrs. Clive impatient to behold the idol of her 
heart, being informed of his return, and imagin- 
ing that perbaps he would feel ſome reluctance to 
come up to her, left ſhe ſhould ſhew ſome cool—- 
neſs or di ſſatisfaction on this firſt uneaſineſs he hal. 


3 


erer given her, came down to ſeek him, and con- 


vince him, if ſuch were his ſentiments, how. 
much he was miſtaken in her diſpoſition, Upon 
hearing he was in his ſtudy, ſhe gently tapped at 
the door, he opened it, and, on ſeeing his wife, 
his countenance was agitated by unuſual paſſion : 
« My dear, faid ſhe, you muſt pardon me, but 
ſuch was my impatience to ſee you, .that I could 
not longer conſtrain myſelf; what have I not, in 
apprehenſion, endured on your account? but 
the fight of you will, I hope, diſpel them all”. 
The poor mortified criminal endeavoured to ſtam- 
mer out an apology, and began with, I beg 
your pardon, but I,————” My dear Frank, 
ſaid ſhe, I aſk no queſtions, whether buſineſs or 
company. detained you, I am equally ſatisfied ; 
it is not to me you are accountable, you ſtand or 
fall by the judgment of your own heart alone ; but 


you ſeem fatigued, let me recommend a little re- 


poſe to you.” This tender behaviour was at once 
balm and a ſevere rebuke to his diſordered mind ; 
he recovered himſelf for her ſake, and returned; 
I will, 4 life, take your advice, and believe me, 
it will be Jong, very iong before I forgive myſelf 
the uneaſineſs I have occaſioned you; can you be 
ſo gracious as to ſeal my pardon this once, and if 
ever I tranſgreſs again?” ** You ſhall again, in- 
terrupted this amiable woman, be pardoned; this is 
indeed a ſlight tranſgreſſion, and has its ſoundation in 
your former ſobriety; had you not accuſtomed your- 
ſelf to an unprecedented regularity of life for a man of 
your age, we ſhould not have been thus alarmed ; I 


will not ſuffer any more ſelf-accuſa:ion, continued 


ſhe, and beg the memory of this affair may paſs 
away as the night has one in which it happened, 
without leaving a trace behind: if you will 
give me leave, I will lead you to your apartment.” 
« Fll. follow you, my dear:” returned Mr, 
| „ Clive, 
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Clive, he only ſtayed to breathe one exclamation, 
O generous creature | and baſe, baſe huſband. 
Miſs Charlotte was ſurprized at not being ſum- 


moned to breakfaſt, as it was rather beyond 
their uſual hour, therefore tripped down to learn 


the reaſon ; and upon being informed that her 
brother had not been returned above an hour, 
and that her ſiſter was retired with him into her 
own apartment, ſhe took her ſeat, and reſolved 
patiently, to wait this event; here have been 
fine doings, ſaid ſhe, to her ſiſter's woman (a 


farmer's daughter whom Mrs. Clive had brought 


over with her, the ſecond time of her viſiting 
Ireland) my brother ſtays out all night, the 


Lord knows where, and my poor ſiſter has com- 


poſed her curioſity with an opiate, the virtues of 
which I ſhall never be acquainted with, and I! 
anſwer for it by the time ſhe and I meet, ſhe will 
have furniſhed herſelf with the prettieſt ſucceſſion 
oftexcuſes (for what in my opinion is inexcuſable) 
that ever entered the heart of woman. O | that 
he had been my hufband, how would J have rat- 
ted Mm! I would have turned him inſide out, 
but I would have known what adventure detained 
him; ſure I ſhall have an opportunity one day or 
other of exercifing my talents.” Mrs. Clive hav- 
ing left her huſband to his repoſe, came down 
to breakfaſt, and Swinbourn, the maid, imme- 
diately withdrew : this amiable lady's counten- 
ance was overſpread with a glow of ſatisfaction, 
which induced Miſs Charlotte, having archly 
examined her for ſome time, to ſay, ** well, 
ſiſter, I ſuppoſe the naughty boy, my brother, 
| has begged pardon, kiſſed, and been forgiven.” 
« Why really, Charlotte, returned Mrs. Clive, 
er. may divert yourſelf as much as you pleaſe, 
but it is even ſo.” OO then for once you do 


confeſs, ſaid Miſs Clive, he has been naughty Ar 
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did not know, returned Mrz. Clive, that confefnon 


was implied in the anſwer I made, but you are ever 
upon the catch; yet give me leave to tell you, 
baughty Miſs, that had your brother been ever ſo 
much to blame, I ſhould have accepted his conde- 
ſcenſion in making the acknowledgement as an 
ample atonement.” O the marvellous conde- 
ſcenſion, returned Miſs Clive, lifting up her 
hands, of-mankind;”  ** It is early enough, ſaid 
Mrs. Clive, for a woman to be alarmed, when 


ſhe finds her:huſband hardened into an indiffer- 


_ ence concerning her ſentiments: of him; then 


and then only may begin to apprehend all is 
not well,” Very fine, very peaceable doctrine 
indeed, returned Miſs Charlotte, but not even 
my brother ſhall get off ſo eaſily with me, I 
muſt and will lecture him a little.“ * I ſee 
ſaid the tender wife, he has been in company, he 
himſelf does not approve, and he has fo much 
tenderneſs for me he would not have me diſſa- 
tisſied. Could I; under ſuch circumſtances, diſ- 
treſs him ſo far as to preſs for an information, 
which to preſerve his credit with me, he declines 
giving me.” But why did.he go amongſt them 
then, interrupted Miſs Charlotte, is not my bro- 
ther yet old enaugh to chuſe proper companions?” 
It is from that conviction, returned Mrs, Clive, 
that I ſhall never interfere; I am accountable to 
him for every Step I take, and acquaintance E 
commence ; but it is reverſing the medal to expect 
the ſame from him.” *. Meekneſs, forbearance, 
and humility, are virtues, replied Miſs Clive, E 
make no pretenſion to, and therefore, when I 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing my brother again, he 
will ſenſibly perceive the different operations of a 
tame and a 1uibulent ſpirit . 
Wbilſt the ladies breakfaſt, Imuſt beg leave to 
ſtep back to Mrs. Smith, who held a grand con- 

5 . : ſultation 
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ſultation with her confident Mrs. Rachel, relative 
to her future meaſures. This woman had no 
conception of Mrs. Clive's gentle and delicate 
diſpoſition, and therefore flattered herſelf, that 
perhaps home bred ftorms and cloudy: brows 
might contribute as much to promote her work, 
as any effort ſhe could make ; ſhe therefore deter- 
' mined to leave the tranſaction of this matter for a 
day or two to the abſolute management and direc- 
tion of the blind Goddeſs; but madam fortune, 


having much buſineſs upon her hands of another 


nature, and as her kindneſs and favour is all chance 
work, it did not happen in her way to aſſiſt this 
votary, who was too conſcious that no got or 
open. eyed deity would be her friend, to offer up 
either a wiſh or petition to any other than the 
blunderer above mentioned; but, at the expira- 
tion of the three days, finding Herſelf deceived in 
her expectations, ſhe was convineed that ſome 
thing muſt be done on her part to recall him. 
Rachel was commanded to accommodate her 
miſtreſs with pen, ink, and paper, and ſhe began 
2 ſecond epiſtle to this unhappy gentleman, tho 
in a very different ftile to her former one; it was 
conciſe, but ſearching to a wounded mind ; theſe 
were the contents? HM C 

Notwithſtanding your breach of | promiſe and 
good manaers, in never viſiting in all this time a 
wretched woman, that has gone ſuch lengths in 
your favour; yet ſuch are the tender ſentiments you 
have inſpired me with, that Iam unable longer to 
exiſt without the pleaſure of your company; 
judge what torture a delicate heart muſt endure, 
when betrayed and deſerted by her dear betrayer, 
in the ſame hour; where muſt I ſeek the friend 
you taught me to expect in you? who, inſtead of 
deſerving that noble epithet, may juſtly be _ 
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led the ſpoiler of my peace and honour; but my 
love is ſtill predominant, and, in ſpite of my reſent- 

merit, compells me to fubmit it toyour own option, 
either to enjoy uninterrupted felicity at home, by 

diſſembling (if it can't be otherwiſe) ſome kind con- 

{ideration for me, or I muſt appeal to your lady for 

that juſtice, which, if you deny this poor requeſt 

can never be expected from you, by 5 
your unhappily deceived, 
VVV 
195 o SOL LE” 

This letter was read to her illiterate handmaid, 
who approved it much, though ſhe comprehended 
but little of it, and, in the ſimplicity of her heart, 
aſked her miſtreſs, if ſhe was ſure that letter would 
bring him: moſt infallibly, replied this iniquitous 
woman : don't you hear how I threaten him to re- 
veal the whole affair to his darling, accuſe him of 
having betrayed the confidence I repoſed in him, 
and inftea2of proving the friend he promiſed, charge 
him with the ruin of my peace and honour, con- 
jure him to let me ſee him immediately, which I 
have not the leaſt doubt of his doing, big with re- 
ſentment, and well ſtored with reproach ; but I muſt 
filence him at once, by convincing him how abſo- 
lutely he is in my power, and then endeavour to 
reconcile him to it, to effe᷑t which will require 
ſome maſterly ſtrokes of my art, but they ſhall not 
be wanting to compleat and confirm my victory. 
Mr. Clive did not make his appearance untill 
dinner was upon table, to the great conſtraint and 
mortification of his Siſter, who was ſo eager to 
claw him off a little, as ſhe called it, that during 
the ſervant's attendance, ſhe was in a ſtate of pur- 
gatory. They once withdrawn, ſhe faid with 
much pertneſs, fo, brother, I find, you can ſhew 
your face without bluſhing, notwithſtanding you 
played truant laſt night?” Charlotte, „ 
. | . 
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Mr. Clive, you ever love to bear hard upon me; but 
in this caſe you ſhould ſpare me; I am not equal to 
the attack from a conſciouſneſs that your ſeverity is 
juſt; I make no defence, but ſeriouſly cry peccavi.” 
<« T am very glad to find you have ſo much grace, 
replied Miſs Clive, but ſurely man was never bleſf- 
ed with ſo tame a wife; could I but have infuſed 
"ſome of my ſpirit into her, ſhe would have made that 
conſcious heart of yours tremble a little. O, ſaid 
Mr. Clive, that I may but live to ſee you humbled! 
e then you could dye in peace, I ſuppoſe, retorted 
his ſiſter, good ſoul ! but you ſeem to be recovering 
yourſelf! I expected that at leaſt this day would have 
paſſed without your making one attempt to be ſe- 
vere, as a proof of your repentance. This is too 
much, Charlotte, interrupted Mrs. Clive, eſpecially 
as I muſt take the liberty of ſaying it is not well 
timed; you fee your brother will make a ſerious 
matter of it, which renders it unfit food for your ſa- 
tire ; you abſolutely commit a breach of the peace 
in aſſaulting an unarmed man; I am glad I have 
got him under my thumb, however, returned Miſs 
Clive, nor would I, but upon your account, give him 
the leaſt quarter; a ſportſman might as reaſonably be 
expected to call off the hounds from purſuing the 
panting hare, becauſe near run down, as for you to 
rein me in from this purſuit, becauſe, truly, your 
dear huſband is out of breath, but I will perſectly o- 
blige youthis once; ſo hold up your head, man, your 
fins are forgiven you. Thus was Mr. Clive happily 
relieved from his ſiſter's humorous perſecution, ex- 
cept ſome occaſional glances, he was obliged to en- 
counter from her fine intelligent eyes: he began to 
regain his wonted ſerenity of heart, and flattered 
himſelf this wicked woman had torgone all her baſe 
deſigns againſt him, and had probably quitted the 
Kingdom, and left him in perfect ſecurity, but, 
on the third day ſoon after dinner, a porter 
R brought 
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brought him Mrs. Smith's vile epiſtle, and fa- 
tally convinced him, that a difentanglement 
from the path of vice was not ſo eaſily accom- 
pliſhed, as he had imagined ; his wife and ſiſ- 
ter were preſent when he received it, and were 
witneſſes of his confuſion and perplexity, on pe- 
ruſing the contents. Tell the bearer, ſaid he 
(to the ſervant, with as much coherency as 
he was capable of) to make my compliments to 
the gentleman, and let him know I will certain- 
ly wait upon him. What, another appointment 
Brother, interrogated Miſs Clive? you will con- 
tinue long in the penitentials, if you go on at 
this rate; but it will perhaps furniſh matter for 
a decent confeſſion to morrow morning, and you 
are ſure to abtain abſolution ? ” Mr, Clive was 
hurt by this ſpeech, ©* ſaucy Charlotte, ſaid he, 
and unkind as ſaucy; my dear, addreſſing 
his lady, I hope you will excuſe me,” fo ſay- 
ing, he left them abruptly. ** Now would I give 
my head and ears, ſaid Miſs Clive, to know 

what he is upon; Charlotte, returned Mrs. 
Clive, with great ſeriouſneſs, he is your brother, 
I confeſs, but I have ſtill a tenderer claim in 
him, and cannot bear to ſee him diſcompoſed ; 
you may perceive, this is a diſpleaſing connecti- 
on, and therefore may be certain he will diſen- 
gage himſelf as ſoon as poſſible. I have o © 
much affection for you, my ſiſter, that a ſepara- 
tion would ſenſibly affect me, but I muſt be in- 


genuous, I would deprive myſelf of every ſatisfac- 


tion to preſerve my huſband's peace :” Miſs Clive's 
affection for her ſiſter made her feel all the force of 
her expreſſion;! I can be ſerious, ſhe repli- 
ed, as well as you, my ſiſter, and now declare 
to you, I never will give you a diſturbance 
of this fort more: I do not prefer the gra- 
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gratification of even _my moſt prevailing humour, 


to the happineſs I enjoy in your friendſhip and con- 
verſation; ſo, my dear, forgive me the pain I have 
now occaſioned you, and let us patiently wait the 
event of this myſterious affair ; .and I ſincerely wiſh 
it may prove happy to us all.” * There ſpoke 
the friend and ſiſter, ſaid Mrs. Clive ;” taking Miſs 
Charlotte's hand, continue, my dear girl but to act 
conſiſtently with thoſe engaging epithets, and I 
can never be wholly wretched. CDs 
Mrs. Smith was intirely prepared to receive her 
gallant, and was neither ſurpriſed nor concerned 
to ſee him enter the dining room with a contraQ- 
ed brow ; ſhe aroſe to receive him, but without 
ſhewing her the leaſt reſpeR, he ſaid, with a ſtern 
voice, 1 am already become the dupe of your vile 
artifice; you judged but too well in the meaſures 
ou purſued to bring me again to this deteſted 
houſe. the menaces you uſed you were certain 
could not fail: is it not ſufficient that you have 
| entailed repentance and remorſe on all my future 
life, but you muſt threaten to wound my wife 
with the knowledge of my iniquity, you cruel and 
abandoned woman? Mrs. Smith was reſolved to 
lower his top ſails at once, and therefore aſſuming 
an auſtere firmneſs, ſaid, know me henceforth, 
fir, for the miſtreſs of your fate in this reſpeQ; 
is this the kind return you make me for all the fa- 
vours I have beſtowed upon you? is this your 
boaſted friendſhip, you barbarous and ungrateful 
man ? the guilt you would diſclaim, did you not 
voluntarily commit what arts were practiſed ? it 
was your own corrupt nature that ſubdued you, 
yet you would baſely caſt a veil over your own 
wickedneſs, by loading me with double infamy. 
O! moſt unhappy me, to have laviſhed the 


tendereſt affection that ever warmed a _ 
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heart, upon ſo ſtrange a being. Yet pray unbend 
your brow, and let me once more enjoy that hap- 
pineſs your converſation gives me; chear my af- 
fitted heart with the kind aſſurance that next your 
wife you will eſteem me moſt, and pity a paſſion 
which yourſelf inſpired; for had you been leſs char- 
ming, I had not thus been guilty.” ** Ol thou ſy- 
cophant, replied Mr. Clive, with eee | 
never more can I behold your face without the 

utmoſt horror; (tell me ſaid he haftily) on what 


terms you will releaſe me; I make but one condi i- 


on, ſpare my wife, and whatſoever elſe you de- 
mand ſhall be complied with.” This was a fine 
handle for this wretch, who immediately replied, 
then hear the terms on which your peace is purchaſe- 
able; 1 cannot give you up, conſent to viſit me, 
which is not now a new crime, and you may reſt 
affured you have no ill to feat from me; obſerving 
that ſhe had enraged him'afrefh, ſhe calmly conti- 
nued, it is in vain to ſtruggle with my fetters ; you 
have the power either to make them iron or the ſoft 
reins of love: have you, fir, no conſideration for the 
unhappy circumſtances to which I am reduced, in 
the power of a creature that can expoſe me to my 
(at beſt) unnatural huſband, and ſhould what has 
already paſſed between us become apparent in its 
conſequence, think what a ſolitary gloom I muſt be 
buried in for many months. As for my huſband he 
may not return theſe five years, ſo can be no impe- 
diment; I am a ſtranger in this country, and for 
your ſake I never will appear in public; let all theſe 
things perſuade you to be kind: ſhe had watched 
his features with the niceſt obſervation, and find- 
ing all ſhe had urged had not affected him 
with the ſmalleft turn in her favour, ſhe was 
determined to give him a blow to rouſe him, or 
—__ Are | _ On and obdurate ; 
t remember you ſha#l not long ehjoy felicity, 
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if you deny it me; the operation of this ſtroke 
was inftantancous. Poor Mr. Clive broke out 
into an almoſt , frantic | exclamation, , clap- 
ped his hands together; „what, eried he, 
can I do? O curſed entanglement, and cu- 
ſed fata] curioſity that braught me here! had 
I but communicated to my wife your firſt art- 
ful letter, I had eicaped both guilt and miſery, 
but growing more compoled, it is in vain, 
added he, to reflect on. what is paſt, then 
With a perplexed accent, madam, you have 
gained your purpole, I will be what you 


pleaſe, when muſt I come again, when may | 


I be permitted to depart? sour power is and 
muſt be abſolute, for no evil you can inflict 
on me alone, can equal, what you promiſe 
to exempt me from. TVou ſhall have no rea- 
ſon, replied che ſyren, with placid. lockt 
and tender accent, to complain; niy love 
will teach me how to uſe you, but you muſt 
not look ſo fteraly on me; I have not always 
been thought thus contemptible, and numbers 
in the world would not have ſpared ſolicitati- 
on, if they had been favoured with ſuch op- 
portunities; this is the conſ.quence of being 
cheap, yet in you I can forgive it all, notwith- 
ſtanding your cruel ſeverity to me, Well, 
madam, interrupted Mr. Clive, with an im- 
patience of voice; we will talk of this ano- 
ther time; I ſuppoſe you do not wiſh to de- 
tain me now.” Not if you will promiſe, re- 
turned ſhe, to be good, and viſit me again 
very ſoon, with kinder looks; and then ſeem- 
ing to heſitate, I am aſhamed, ſaid ſhe, to 
mention it———but I have been diſappointed 
of my expected remittances from England, 
and therefore muſt requeſt.” * I underſtand you, 
madam, ſaid Mr. Clive, cutting her ſhort in her 
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parade, pray don't make the leaft apology, here 
is a draught for fifty pounds, will that; anſwer. 
your purpoſe.” Though in her heart ſhe deſpiſed. 
the ſcanty pittance, as ſhe called to her favourite 
Rachel, yet ſhe diſſembled ſatisfaction, and (aid; 
« you are too obliging, fir, I may expect you. 
very ſoon again; you may, madam, replied Mr. 
Clive,” and inſtantly retired. Thus was this 
zentleman overcome, and, in order to avoid 
one evil, drew upon himſelf and family an innu- 
merable train of ills. He returned home immedi- 
ately and relieved his lady's heart from much 
anxiety; for natwithſtanding an intrigue never 
entered her 9 75 imagination, ſhe was fearful 
her huſband had made ſome improper acquain- 
tance, and for his own repoſe and, reputation hear- 
tily wiſhed him diſengaged from it. He had fre- 
quent interviews with this bad woman, but con- 
duted them with fo much caution, as to be clear 
from all ſuſpicion, even in the quick apprehen- 
ſion of his lively ſiſter, and at the expiration of 
one month finding an entire confidence and ſatiſ- 
ſaction re-eſtabliſhed at home, and receiving no 


. P ] ee or ona 


; little amuſement from his engagements abroad, 
is his diſguſt and re:utance to ſpend ſome hours 


with Mrs. Smith gradually declined, and, at 
length, it became fo habitual to him, that he 
i was not eaſy if three days elapſed without, ſeeing 
„ber: he thought ſhe only wanted virtue to: ten- 
. del her perfect! "amiable, and ſuch a ſucceſſon of 
a 8 diverting tales 1 e found to amuſe. him with, that 
5 he often fancied her charming in / ſpite of that great 


o Wl fficiency ; ſhe had too much penetration not to be 
d ſenſible of the ground ſhe was gaining in this al- 
J, moſt impenetrable heart, and reſolved to improve 


u, it for ſome time: ſhe was far from being ſatisfied 
II 
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ablent, without beſtowing ſome refleRing epithets 


upon bim as the narrow fouled, or the parſtmoni- 


ous wreteb, but ſhe flattered herſelf with obtaining 
at ſome lucky juncture, either by ſurpriſe or fraud, 


à ſum to make her ample amends for all her trou- 
ble. Things were in this ſituation, when one 


morning Mr. Clive taking a Walk by the Liffce 


| ſide, perceived a wherry full of paſſengers juſt arci- 
ved in the packet; and as it is natural to look at 


rangers with ſome kind of attention, he was 
ſurpriſed with the unexpected fight of his couſin 
Frank Clive. They ſaluted each other with their 
hats, and Mr. Clive haſtened to the place where 
the company was to be landed. A thought occur- 
red to him, as he walkeda long, to prevail upon his 
couſin to permit him to introduce him to his wife 
and ſiſter in the character of a friend only, 
and not as a relation : He propoſed nothing at 
the time more than a little innocent amuſement 
by this frolic, though it unfortunately turned 
to'a mighty good account for Mrs. Smith, 
When the merchant was ſet on ſhore, Mr. 
Clive conducted him to 2 tavern. upon the 
quay, in order to procure ſome immediate re- 
treſhment for him, being ſhewn into a pri- 
vate' room, and having repeated their mutual 
ſatisfaction at this unexpected *rencounter, 
Courtier, ſaid the merchant, this was 2 
lucky chance, for I am an intire ſtranger in this 
country, and ſhould have been at a Joſs which 
wayi'to' have fteered my courſe to your ha- 


bitation: I rejoice that T happened. to meet 


you, returned Mr. Clive, for ſeveral reaſons; 


a frolic has juſt ſtruck my imagination, which, 


with your conſent, we will carry into execu- 


tion.” Communicate it, ſaid the merchant, 
1 am certain 'I ſhall not have the leaſt ob- 


jection to any thing you will propoſe ; I was 
e 55 thinking, 
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thinking, replied Mr. Clive, that we might 
amuſe ourtelves very agteeably for ſome time, 
by paſſing you upon my wife and ſiſter, as 
only an acquaintance of the man you: really are; 
they are both ſtrangers to your perſon, and 
Charlotte, who is a girl of remarkable ſpright- 
lineſs, often declares ſhe will reſerve herſelf for 
her. couſin Frank? what ſay you to it, my 
friend ?? Mr. Clive found himſelf now intereſt- 
ed very particularly in his compliance, as 
he hoped bis producing this Gentleman to ſatisfy 
and remove every doubt (if any ſhould remain) 
of his being improperly attached: The mer- 
chant replied, * with all my heart, you may 
command me, but when: ſhall I be introduced, 
| have a great deſire to ſee your lady? I have 
heard fo much in her commendation ;. you Can- 
not conceive how I was mortified on the receipt of 
your obliging letter, at the accident that prevented 
my having the ſatisfaction of ſecing ſo many per- 
ſons for whom I had conceived the utmoſt eſteem 
and friendſhip.” But pray, interrogated, Mr. 
Clive, what fortunate expeCition has blown you 
to this country? „ Friendſhip, curiofity, and 
a rambling inclination, returned: the merchant, 
were the motives that prompted me to undertake 
this journey ang voyage; and I beg I may receive 


2 due reward by being preſented to your lady, in 


the language of ſhow-men, without lots of time.” 
„ You will, faid Mr. Clive, find my wiſe's 
mind, by much her better part; ſhe will im 
prove upon acquaintance: but, Frank, I muſt 
diſcloſe one eircumſtance to you, on which ac- 
count your coming is extremely fortunate; you 
muſt know I have been fo unhappy for ſome time 
paſt, as to have given my wife much uneaſineſs 
though only her eyes have told me ſo : ſhe is too 
generous and affectionate to inform me by any . 
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other means, You muſt excuſe my making you 
acquainted with the affair at preſent, but thus far 
I will acknowledge, that it was unſought for, 
and fits very uneaſy, therefore the fooner I can 


fairly diſengage myſelf, the better it will be for me 


in evefy reſpect. The merchant, whofe heart 
was ingenuous to the laſt degree, was mueb ſur- 


priſed at this unexpected converſation ; but forbore 


animadverting upon his friend's conduct ſo early, 
and in his owo mind reſolved to take that liberty 
fome future day; and only anſwered, indeed, 
my friend, 77 are very myſterious, but make 
What uſe of me you pleaſe, only give me my 
Teflon properly, leſt I ſhould play marplot.“ Mr. 
Clive ſaid, T muſt beg of you, Frank, to obſerve 
me attentiveſy; I have within theſe laſt ſix weeks 
of my life been under a neceſlity (the particulars 
of which I will communicate hereafter) of being 
abſent ſrom my family, without acquainting them 
with the nature of my engagements. I am not ſo 
good at either deceit or invention as to have impo- 
ſed.a falſe tale upon them, but I am ſenſible my con- 
duct has occaſioned them much ſurpriſe, as well 
as anxiety ; now if you are willing to be introdu- 


ced in the manner I mentioned, they will con- 


clude, that, at leaſt, you were one of the par- 


ty, and ſhould my lively, inquiſitive ſiſter endea- 


vour to pry into particulars, you may divert her 
curioſity by twenty means of raillery.” The man 
of trade did not approve this underhand dealing, 
and reluctantly replied, I will follow your direc- 
Lat but you muſt permit me to adviſe you to get 


ear of this affair as ſoon as poſſible ; I doh't love 


"ſecrets between man and wife; it is like, not let- 


ting. your left hand know what your right doth, - 
which, however, commendable in charity; is quite 


the reverſe here: I have myſelf ſuffered ſo much, 
though a hogle man, ſrom concealment, that I both 


| dread 
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dread and abhor it. It is my intention, repſied 
Mr. Clive, to act agreeably to your kind advice, 
ſo ſoon as Thave an opportunity, but Frank, when 
once 'you are acquainted with particulars, you 
will acknowledge that nothing could be done ab- 
fuptly: it is now about our dinner time and | ſhalt 
de expected. I am ready, faid the merchant, 
to attend you whenever you pleaſe; this gentle- 
man from an honeſt prejudice in favour of his na- 
tiye country, obſerved as they walked along, that 
Ireland did not appearlike that land of plenty as out 
Engliſn metropolis conveyed to the ſtranger's ĩima- 
gination; but the college and patliament-houſe he 
acknowledged were elegant ſtructures, and Stevens 
Green a very ſpacious ſquare, When they arrived 
at Mr. Clive's houle, they found the ladies were 
not in the parlour, upon which a ſervant was 
diſpatched with orders to in form his lady, that his 
maſter had brought a gentleman to dine with her, 
and that they ſhou}d be glad of her company, as ſoon 
as it was convenient to her: now, Frank, ſaid he, 
top your part, ſpeak of yourſelf as an intimate ac- 
quaintance; but be upon your guard, or you will 
certainly be be diſcovered; if my wife, continued 
he, ſhould offer you an appartment in my houſe, be 
ſure to decline it; then, ſhould I ever be obliged 
to be abſent from home all night, I have been 
with you: this will preſerve family peace.“ 
The ladies, making their appearance,  prevent- 
ed the merchant's taking any notice of this ſpeech, 


My dear, ſaid Mr. Clive, this gentleman is a 


particular friend of our couſin Frank Clive's, 
come to make ſome ſtay in Dublin; he has been 
in town theſe fix weeks, but I never could pre- 
vail-upon en r viſit you before. I am ſorry, 

obliging Mrs. Clive) you ſhould have 
deprived us of the pleaſure of your company 


ſo long.” Mr, Clive then advanced, and pre- 
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ſenting Miſs Charlotte, Sir, my ſiſter; fe 
muſt not be neglefted.” Miſs Clive was vaſtly - 
taken with this gentleman's perſon, and was 
piqued: at his omitting to vifit her fiſter and 
her before the expiration of a whole ſix weeks, 
and therefore determined to inform him, that 
the thought he had not behaved genteelly, by 
replying, you are too late, brother, with 
your ſpeeech, for the neglect has already been 
ſhewn. But pray, fir, (addreſſing the mer- 
Chant) are you naturally afraid of women!“ 
% Madam!“ faid the gentleman. with aſton- 
iſhment: * nay, (returned Miſs. Clive) per- 
haps you may think it an odd queſtion ! but 
what, other motive could poſſibly deter you 
from venturing here before? and I ſhould be 
glad to know by what means you have con- 
quered your apprehenſions, and whether you 
are not perfectly convinced, from the gentle- 
neſs of our demeanour, that they were altoge- 
ther without foundation,” © Madam (replied 
the merchant, mortified at her ſeverity,) It 
aſſure you, that nothing but a conſtant ſuc- 
ceſſion of buſineſs ſhould have kept me from 
paying my reſpects long before this time; but 
I was willing to ſpare myſelf as much mor- 
tification as poſhble, and therefore. declined 
being introduced to ladies in whoſe company 
' end converſation I promiſed myſelf a vaſt deal 
of happineſs, until I could enjoy it without 
the diſagreeable interruption my buſineſe 
| hourly: expoſed me to. Moſt handſomely 
accounted for, (returned Miſs Clive ;}. but, fir, 
you cannot conceive the ſatisfaction you have 
deprived me of, ſor I am impatient to leatn 
what fort of beirg my couſin Frank is; 
and even the ſhort intervals you mention would 
have given me an opportunity of gaining Fo 
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ifferent periods this deſired © information. **' 
„Madam, (replied the merchant,] if you, 
will accept of my gratifying your cut ioſity at once, 
as an atonement for the time you have loft 
you may command my utmoſt attention and ingenu- 
ouſneſs. . You muſt know then, (returned Miſs 
Clive,) that I have an uncommon deſire to be in- 


forme& concerning both his perſonal and ment! 


accompliſhments, viz, whether he is fat or lean, 
black, brown, or fair; whether he has an open 
or reſerved diſpoſition, ſhy with reſpect to ſtrang- 
ers, or poſſeſs'd of the French eaſe and politeneſs; 


whether he is covetous, frugal, or extravagant; 
2 Jover of his own perſon, bottle, or other fe- 


ſhionable' amuſements; but; above all, Whether 
he has taken vows of eelibacy, or is looking but 
for a wife.“ At once, madam, to put a period? 
to your ſuſpence, I will be very coneiſe. When 
I tell you that in his perſon he is allowed to be ex- 
tremeiy like myſelf, your firſt interrogatories are 
anſwered. As to his diſpoſition, it is like an 
April day, ſubject to alternate clouds and ſunſhine, 
He is cautious in the choice of his friends, not- 
fond. of. what the world calls a common acquaint- 
ance, and a much greater admirer of women of 
merit, than of his own ſweet perſon. He is to 


my knowledge quite weary of continuing a ſoli- 


tary Adam, and; for ought I know, is at this 
very inftant in gueſt of that rib, for which he 
ſeels an uncommon vacancy neareſt his heart.” 
If I may credit. your deſcription, fir, (returned 
Miſs Clive,) T muſt belteve bim to be a ſort of a 
whimfical being.” * What ſay you, Charlotte, 
(interrogated”ber brother,) does this account meet 
with your approbation, or will you renoynce the 
reſolution of ſaying for your couſin? for you muſt 


know, fir, (continued he, turning to the mer- 


chant,) Charlotte has refuſed ſereral good offers 
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for his ſake.” . You cannot help tattling, brother, 
I find, (returned Miſs Charlotte,) but I ſhall not: 
declare myſelf either for or againſt. him, unleſs he 
will take a journey to Ireland and ſhew himſelf: 
I ſha!l never be in love with a creature of the ima- 
gination, or, as pe Latiniſts have it, a Fehanne 
in nubibus ; for I cannot depend merely on de- 
ſeription, as there are two kinds, you know, the 
partial and unfavourable.“ I perceive (ſaid Mrs. 
Clive) my ſiſter is not diſſatisfied however; and 
therefore, fir, if you can engage your friend to 
make us a viſit, and be aſfiſting in bringing their 
union. to bear, I promiſe you, you ſhall receive. 
my cordial thanks, and a pair of gloves. from 
Charlotte. You miſtake, ſiſter, (returned. Miſs. 
Clive,) for I am quite out of conceit with my 
ſcheme now you are all become ſo officious: I wil 
not be'thrown at Frank's head neither, | therefore 
madam, and gentlemen bowing humorouſly, you: 
need not give yourſelves. any farther trouble“ 
_ muſt be permitted (returned the merchant) to 
make my friend acquainted with the honour you 
do him, madam, as | am confident he will think 
bimſelf particularly happy Without doubt, 
(aid, Miſs Clive) he will value himſelf exceedingly 
on the diſtinction I pay him.” Poor Charlotte, 
(ſaid her brother, tapping her cheek, ) it ſhall have 
a huſband: before it is quite thirty, that it may not 
thick itſelf forſaken.” “““ | | 

A very genteel dinner ſucceeded this friendly 
raillery, -and all parties were pleaſed and pleaſing. 
The merchant had not the leaſt notion but that 
he ſhould bave ſpent the evening with theſe agree; 
able ladies, and therefore was exceedingly mor- 
tificd and ſurpriſed, when Mr. Clive fo ſoon as they 
had finiſhed their coffee, ſaid,. looking upon his 
watch, l believe, ſir, it is time for us: to take 


qur;:leave.”. His couſin did not attempt to oppoſe 
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this motion, notwithſtanding he complied with it 
with the utmoſt reluctance. They took them- - 
ſelves off immediately; but the merchant 
could not forbear expreſſing his diſſatis faction 
to his friend. - ** You were in a great hurry, 
fir, (ſaid he,) to leave the ladies: I begin to 
fear I am acting a very improper part. What 
kind of figure ſhall I make when all this comes 
to be diſcovered ?“ „ find, Frank, (teturned 
Mr. Clive,) that you have too proud a heart 
to ſerve even your ſincereſt friend in the ca- 
pacity of a cat's paw, though for never ſo ſhort 
2 time, or good purpoſe.. Were my family 
ſtrangers to you; your qualms might be natur- 
a]: but if relations may not divert themſelves a lit- 
te with each other without offence, they muſt be 
odd -mortals indeed.” II ſhall never be able 
to ſtand my couſin © Charlette's raillety, (return-- 
ed the merchant} ſhe made me, if I may be 
allowed the expreſſion, feel myſelf ridiculous ſe- 
veral times, meerly from the falſe character I 
appear im“ Why, Frank, (replyed Mr. Clive,) 
bow long have you been troubled with theſe ridi- 
culous ferlings ? I can remember the time when 
jou would have jumped at a frolie, and were 
equal to laughing it off, without all theſe ap- 
prehenſions, when you had people of more wit 
than my pert ſiſter to encounter with.“ Þ 
don't remember (returned the merchant) to have 
ever converſed with ſo agreeable a woman 


ſhe is ſo perfectly miſtreſs of every ſubje& ſne 


enters upon, has ſo clear a judgment, and ele- 
gant flow of expreſſion, that I think I never was 
ſo pleaſed with any perſon's converſation in my 
whole life.” © Hey day ! (cried Mr. Ckve,) 
what is the meaning of all this? ———Ele-. 
gance — judgment — miſtreſs of fubjets— W hy, 
man, have you Joſt your ſenſes ?” „ No, (re- 
2 turned N 
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turned the merchant, ) I have my memory and un- 
derſtanding fo far unimpaired, à8 to be ſenſible I 
do not behold Charlotte Clive with her brother's 
eyes: and J am pretty certain, if you will give me 
leave, I can conduct you back without the leaſt 
miſtake to the houſe from whence we came, not- 
withſtanding:1 have not yet been twelve hours in 
Dublin: Suppoſe - we make the experiment?“ 
No really, Frank, (replied Mr. Clive ſmiling); I 
cannot at preſent bring your boaſted ſanity to this 
teſt, What would you; give now to know. this 
wiſe lady's ſentiments of you? It will be time 
enough (returned the —— to offer a reward, 
when there is a probability of meeting with an 


informer. I am ſure I never had fo. diſagreeable 


a taſk. impoſed upon me in my life, as being re- 
ſtrained from viſiting theſe ladies, you have ſhewn: 
me where happinels is to be found, and in the 
next inſtant tied me by the leg to prevent my en- 
joying it.“ © I will return to you as ſoon as poſſible, 
(ſaid Mr. Clive) aad make you ample amends for 


the noble violence you do your inclination in ſerving | 


me at this juncture. You: ſhall have opportunity 
upon opportunity of entertaining Charlotte; and 
if giving yourſelf to me for a brother ſhould be 
the conſequence of thoſe interviews, 1 ſhould eſ- 
teem it a lucky event for our whole family in gene- 
ral. Indeed Frank, (continued he, ) it is my opi- 
nion, that unleſs you take pity on her virgin ſtate, 
the poor girl muſt infallibly lead apes in the other 
region : tor what bas ſo particularly charmed you, 
is an amidote with moſt of our ſex; who chuſe to 
entruſt the happineſs of their lives, the keeping of 
their honour, and education of their children, to 
the half bred and hal! witted, from the terrible ap- 
prehenſion that a woman of ſenſe ſhould inſiſt up- 
on beipg treated like a rational being, I will really 
return io you in a couple of hours,” 
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When the merchant was left alone, he began to 
reflect upon the ſtrange conduct he had been ſur- 
priſed into, and moſt heartily repented that he had 
not taken a longer time to conſider the nature of it 
beſore he ſuffered. himſelf to be prevailed: upon. 
He thought both his couſins moſt charming women, 
and regretted the reſtraint Mr. Clive had laid upon 

him in a moſt ſingular manner: but his complianee 
with it he found inevitable, or diſobliging his friend, 
and perhaps depriving theſe amiable ladies of their 

peace and ſatisfaction, muft be the conſequence. 

Mr. Clive elated with this-convenience or cloak 
for his proceeding, flattered himſelf that he ſhould” 
more effeQually cure Mrs. Smith of her pretended 
paſſion by a cloſe attendance on her, than by only 
viſiting her now and then by ſtealth. Mrs. Smich 
on her part began to grow weary of a man, Who 

the was thoroughly ſenſible had no other attach- 
ment to her than fear. $** Rachel, ſaid ſhe, we 
have no more time to loſe, and the very next viſit 
I receive from my cloſe- fiſted gallant, I will begin to 
fleece him.“ He certainly has a narrow foul, 
madam, returned Mrs. Rachel, but if I was you. 
I would enlarge it.“ 80 I mean to. do, replied 
Mrs. Smith, Twill'tell him, that unleſs he advan- 
ces four thouſand pounds, I muſt: be loſt; and 
conſequently he cannot eſcape deſtruction, for that 
if he does re ſuſe aſſiſting me, I will apply in 
perſon to his wife, lay all my diſtreſſes at his door, 
and if I cannot by that means obtain telief for m 
neceſſities, I fhall at leaſt feaſt my revenge; what 
think you of this plot, interrogated ſhe? Ma- 
dam, replied Rachel, J doubt not its ſucceſs, but if 
you would take my ſimple advice, ſo ſoon as I had 

ot poſſeſſion of the money, I would return to Eng- 
and, and let old ſcratch take the man if he would.“ 

% No, no; replied her miſtreſs, we muſt not be 
ſo eaſily ſatisfied, bis wife brought him twelve 
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thouſand pounds, beſides his own fortune, we muſt 


have that, as it is about the ſum I have taught 
Colonel Bliſſworth to expect, and would render 
the reſt of our days comfortable.“ Ah! Ma- 


dam, returned Rachel, remember the old proverb, 


graſp all, loſe all.” * Truſt me for that, ſaid 
the confident ſchemer, we how play a ſure. game, 
this man is intitely at our beck; nor do we run 
the leaſt riſque of a diſcovery, or diſappointment, 
at the door. interrupted their converſation, 
ts. Smith was not a little ſurpriſed, at Mr. 
Clive's return; he had called upon her, for a few 
moments in the morning, but did not give the 


A ra 
and. 


leaſt intimation of his intending to come in the 
evening. Madam, , ſaid he, with unuſual gaie- 


ty, I hope this ſurpriſe is not diſagreeable to 
you; you have often ſolicited me to ſpend 
an evening with you, and notwithſtanding the na- 
ture of my circumſtances, compelled me to reſiſt 
your importunity, I believe, you ſuſpected me of 
_ declining it from inclination. An accident has 
no happened which has procured my enlargement, 
and I took this early oppottunity of giving you a 
proof of my willingneſs to oblige you. Mrs. 
Smith bleſſed her ſtars, for thus promoting her 
deſign, as ſhe preferred a peaceable fraud, to an- 
open compulſion, when her purp ſe could be equal- 
ly anſwered by the one as the other ? ſhe played 
the hypocrite, with her uſual dexterity, and affect- 
ed to accept this viſit as an agteeable inſtance, 
that her company was no longer diſtaſteful, 
nor her perſon odious or contemptible. He 
aſſuted her in the ſtrongeſt terms imaginable, that 
all his formet objections were removed, and dilike- 
of her proceedings intirely ſurmounted, and that 
he now did her charms the juſtice they deſerved, 
and was ſenſible of his happineſs in being the real 
object of ſo fine a woman's affections. A ſupper. 
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was beſpoke, and the bottle and cards introduced 
in the interim, to diſpel reflection. Mr. Clive 
was quite unguarded, drank deep, and was ſoon in 
a condition for her to make the utmoſt advantage 
him of; exceſs of wine always rendered his heart, 
extravagantly generous, ſoft and pliant as wax, 
compaſſionate to weakneſs and childiſhly credulous. 
Mrs. Smith had obſerved the effects of it before, 
and when ſhe found he was in a proper eue to be 
wrought upon, the began to weep, and lament 
her unhappy fate, in ſuch terms as immediately 
penetrated her gentle natured gallant, who tenderly 
conjured her to acquaint him with the cauſe of her 
uneaſineſs; to which ſhe replied, ** that ſhe was 
ſorry ſhe could not oblige him, but it would anſwer 
no other purpoſe than. interrupting his ſatisfaction, 
as it was impoſſible for him to have ſo much friend= 
ſhip for her, as to advance fo conſiderable a ſum on 
her account, as ſhe ſtood in need of, notwithſtanding 
ſhe ſhould have _ occaſion for it only a very ſhort 
time, and therefore begged he would aſk her no 
more queſtions”. But Mr. Clive, whoſe reaſon 
and reflection was totally ſubdued, inſiſted upon 
being iaformed of her circumſtances and diſtreſs, 
and afſured her ſhe might depend upon his utmoſt 
aſſiſtance. ©. To be ture, Mrs. Smith, replied, 
ſhe had not a friend in the country, to whom ſhe - 
could apply, and nothing leſs than diſtraction 
would be the conſequence; but rather than draus 
him into an inconvenience, or become an incum- 
brance to him, ſhe would patiently ſubmit to the 
very worſt of evils, as a priſon might juſtly be 
called.” He (wore, out of the fullneſs of his 
heart, that ſhe ſhould never go to priſon whilſt 
he had a ſhilling; and, to convince her of the 
fincerity of his profeſſions, he offered inſtantly to 
comply with whatever ſhe ſhou}d requeſt or pro- 
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"the iron was hot; ſhe therefore ſtepped into her 


_ cloſet, and only changing a few expreſſions, drew 
up a draught, agreeable to the copy of that by 


by which ſhe obtained the five hundred pounds, 


"already mentioned, changing the ſum to four 


thouſand, and, bringing it into him, begged he 
would fipn that promiſſory note for a (mall ſum. 
Ho took it with ſapient look and wig awry, endea- 


voured to examine the contents, but his fight was 


not fufficiently clear, and as he was not diſpoſed 


to give himſelf too much trouble, he ſubſcribed: 
his name with tottering hand, but nevertheleſs 
legible enough to entitle Mrs. Smith moſt un- 
doubtedly to the ſum demanded. Having thus vo- 
luntarily compleated this noble buſineſs, his un- 
bounded generoſity prompted him to afk his fair 
eompanion, if he could do any thing farther to: 
ſerve her: ſhe in reality pauſed, and upon re- 
flection, that if ſhe did not improve this opportu- 
nity, ſhe might in vain wifn and ſeek for another, 
ſhe ſent for an Iriſh prieft, on whom ſhe had been 


Pleaſed to confer ſome few favours, and; with 


His aſſi ſtance, drew a ſettlement of four hundred 
pounds a year upon her in the name of Bliſſworth, 
to be paid quarietly from the eſtate Mr. Clive was 
then contracting with a purchaſer in order to diſ- 
- Poſe of; and deſtroying her note for four thou- 
fand pounds, had a deed drawn by this fellow, 
which intitled her to double the ſum, paya- 
ble like wiſe out of this eſtate. When Mr. Fer- 
guſon had prepared this deed and ſettlement, Mr. 
Clive was bur juſt in a capacity to hold a pen, and, 
with the aſſiſtance of this ghoſtly father, who 
guided his hand, he involved himſelf in this ine- 
vitable deſtruction: Mr. Ferguſon at his repeated 
. Inſtance fat down, and partook of a bottle of 
champagne, and called himſelf their common 
friend in having obtained ſuch reaſonable terms for 


* 


FN n rn i 


: — 
— { q Ss r U WL te. A tot. PSY ²˙ . EY TRE TIO, 0 De. 4c a AA _ Aw wm + ou. tha ds Aa. —— co DÞ a &4a _ Vw. .- So 


releaſing 


I. J : 


Mx. FRANCIS CLIVE. az 
xcleafing Mrs. Smith from every demand and en- 
cumbrance whatſoever. Mrs. Smith did not think 
proper to acquaint Mr. Clive herſelf with the pow- 
er ſhe bad over him, and therefore imployed Mr, 
Ferguſon to write him a letter in two days after - 
wards, requiring his immediate compliance with 
theſe ſeveral obligations, or that a proſecution 
ſhould be the conſequence without any farther no- 
tice, as diſpatch was neceflary, the party wanting 
to return to England. Mr. Clive's aſtoniſhment, 
on receiving this letter, was beyond every thing 
he had before experienced; he would have per- 
ſuaded himſelf it was, impoſſible he ſhould ever 
have entered into ſuch engagements, but that was 
mere deluſion, he had reconciled his couſin to him 
intirely, by letting him ſpend the whole preceding 
day with his wife and ſiſter, and had promiſed to 
call upon him that morning to attend him to the 
college, and other places worthy obſervation. 
He went directly to his lodgings, and alarmed the 
merchant prodigiouſly, by his diſtracted counte> 
nance and behaviour. Frank, ſaid he, I moſt 
fincerely repent not giving you a friendly participa- 
tion in my concerns on your firſt arrival; I ſhould 
in all A en have eſcaped a miſerable misfor- 
tune which has now fallen upon me: T have only 
to intreat that you will judge me candidly, and let 
me have that place in your compaſſion I really 
merit, notwithſtanding ſome part of my conduct 
is intirely obnoxious to your condemnation and ab- 
horrence. His couſin conjured him to lay every 
particular before him, but he interrupting him, 
ſaid, it is now, my dear Frank, too late for 
you to be ſerviceable to me, I am undone paſt 
redemption! O my beloved wife, and innocent 
child! how deeply am I affected on your dear ac- 
counts] however, Frank, cried he, preventing his 
ſpeaking, I will try what can be done, and will 
3 | | 'write 
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write you an account of my good or ill ſucceſs; 
only promiſe me that you will not viſit, at my once 


| happy houſe, until you hear from me. The poor 


merchant made no ſcruple to oblige him in this 
reſpect, and uſed every argument, that friendſhip, 
affection, or tender concern for his happineſs, 
could ſuggeſt, to prevail upon him to communi - 
| Cate the nature ot his diſtreſs, but in vain; all 
the reply he could obtain was, I will try every 
means to extricate myſelf, and if I ſucceed, will 
not conceal one circumſtance from you, but if my 
deſtruction is inevitable, let my wife, child, and 


ſiiſter find in you a common friend and protector. 


Adieu (ſaid he) my Frank, (ſhaking his hand 


moſt affectionately,) had you but arrived two 


months ſooner, you would have found me the 


happieſt of men, though I am now become the 


moſt wretched.” | | 
He left his couſin and returned to Mrs. Smith's. 
That abandoned creature received him with as 
compoſed a countenance as if nothing had happen- 
ed. Madam, (ſaid he, with as much temper 
as he could afſume,) was the letter, I received 
this morning, wrote with your knowledge and by 
your direction?“ © It really was, (replied the con- 
dent wretch,) I am under a neceflity of returning 
ſpeedily to E:gland, and therefore thought that 
the ſooner I ſettled my affairs the better.” And 
do you iaſiſt (returned Mr. Clive) upon my per- 
forming the conditions of theſe deeds you engaged 
me to exe cute when a madman?” I certainly 
do, (replied Mrs. Smith with a ſteady look,) it is 


no more than you ought to do for me, conſidering 


the citcumſtances to which you have reduced me, 
and my preſent condition.“ + You may think 
perhaps, madam, (ſaid he,) that in ſuch a cauſe [ 
will not litigate, but you are deceived, I can and will 
make it appear they are palpable frauds, and unleſs 
PET 2 | | you 


— — — — 2 2 my” 0 qe OY oy > %& 


JJIÄ ß ²—:: ! Oi 


. 


priſon, inſtead of the ſums you flatter yourſelf 
with obtaining, ſhall be your portion.“ Mr. 
Clive, (ſaid the audacious female,) know I am 
hot ſo weak as to be diverted from my purpofe by 


your bluſtering; I have ſeen too much of the 


world to be eafily impoſed upon, and therefore I 
ingenuouſly tell you, if litigation be your choice, 
you may begin your law-game to-morrow, render 
yourſelf the general topic both in this country and 
your. own, equally contemptible in each, break 
the heart of your beloved ice-piece, your chaſte 
Lucretia, and leave your child to reproach and 


beggary, which is all the ſucceſs you can flatter 


yourſelf with from your fine ſuit, unleſs indeed 
your generous Mr. Spranger ſhould ſupply you 
with ſums to feed your counſel, when he is inform- 


ed that his favourite, whoſe perfect mind he has 


hitherto ſo much admired, is dwindled into # meer 


mortal, has committed a double adultery, and in- 


cumbered his eſtate to reward his miſtreſs. : 

Mr. Clive was ſo aſtoniſned and ſhocked at the 
behaviour of this daring, unfeeling woman, that 
for ſome time he was unable to make any reply; at 
laſt,** Madam, (ſaid he, with a perplexed compo- 


ſure, if I may be allowed to unite ſuch feeming 

contradiftions,) you appear extremely well inform- 
eB but I fancy you are deceive 

ed in the diſpoſitions of thoſe few friends I can 


ed of my conne 


boaſt of: I dare and will depend upon their. ſup- 


portiog me in ſo juſt a Cauſe,” “ Was it not 


owing, agreeable to your own confeſſion, (return- 
ed Mrs, $ 


fell into this miſerable ſnare? What | Mr. Clive 


addicted to wine and women! notwithſtanding his 
ſolemn engagements to the moſt amiable of her 
ſex! But, in ſhort, Mr. Frank Clive, clerk in Mr. 
Benſon's compting houſe, and Mr. Clive, gentle- 

| | man, . 
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you deliver them into my hands immediately, a a 


mith, ) to a fit of intemperance that you 


. Tae ee 
man, in the poſſeſſion of a handſome fortune in 
Ireland, is by no means the ſame perſon : narrow 
circumſtances induced him to practice ſobriety, 
_ Chaſtity, and the utmoſt-parſimony ; but no ſooner 
is this check removed, than he diſcovers himſelf 
to be a man of ſpirit, can take his glals even to 
intoxication, debauch the wife of his relation's 
moſt intimate friend, and make her an appoint- 
ment equal to the expectations ſhe had formed of 
his generoſity ; but when the performance of his 
agreement is required, he comes big with rage, 
and, with threatening words and ſtern aſpect, de- 
fires to be releaſed from the obligation of thoſe 
bonds he voluntarily executed, and ſays, that, 
truly, all the actions he has committed were in a 
drunken fit, and therefore of no force.” | 
On obſerving the agony into which ſhe had 
thrown him, be continued, © I hope you are 
convinced of the folly and impraQticableneſs of 
your attempt, of recovering what you have ſo li- 
berally beſtowed : but I have one conſolation for 
5 and which you muſt allow to be no inconſi- 
derable proof of my affection for you; you ſhall, 
if you are willing to quit Ireland, ſhare my for- 
tune, and, in my tenderneſs and uninterrupted 
kindneſs find peace and ſatisfaction.“ „ 
Mr. Clive fate with his eyes rivetted upon the 
floor. This propoſal of her's ſeemed to ſoften his 
deſpair: he reſolved never to return to his family 
unleſs he was in a condition to repair his ruined 
fortune; and if, by this wretch's means, he could 
be enabled to go abroad, ſomething in time might 
turn up in his favour, But ſuddenly all his ten · 


derneſs for his wife returned upon his heart, and 


ſoftened him to fuch a degree he was near ſwooning; 
but roufing himſelf, he haftily requeſted her to fur- 


niſn him with the means of raiſing his ſpirits. She 


ioftantly ſet a bottle and glaſs before him, and 


retiring 


M 
retiring into her cloſet, informed Rachel of all 
the proceedings: then added, I have offered 
to take him to England, which expence I will 
be chearſully at to compleat bis wife's miſery, 
Were he to temain in this kingdom, I have no 


doubt but amongſt them they would patch up his 


broken fortune and peace into the bargain, Which 
] cannot bear to think of; therefore, as I ſeem 
to have made him deſperate enough to reſolve 
upon any thing, if he conſents, in a few days we 
will take a final leave of this kingdom, which we 
may ever remember as a fortunate country to us.” 

Mr. Clive by the time he had emptied his bot- 


tle found himſelf revived, and Mrs. Smith played 
off all her beſt airs and graces, endeavouring to 


reconcile himſelf to this change of ſcene, and to 
wean him from all remembrance of his home, 
his wife, and former happineſs, until he had put 
them for ever beyond his reach.  _ 


He ſent for a Gentleman in Dublin, remarka- 


ble for his good nature to young heirs or perſons 
under misfortune, and he agreed to advance the 
eight thouſand pounds for much the ſame modeſt 
premium as s required by gentlemen in England 


of the ſame humane diſpoſitions. A conſiderable 


part of Mr. Clive's fine eftate was to be made 
over to him as ſecurity for the money, and the 
intereſt to be duly paid out-of his rents and profits, 


This grand point ſettled, they waited only for a 


wind to take them from the Iriſh ſhore. Three 
days elapſed before it proved favourable; during 
which time Mr. Clive was never ſober, as the only 
remedy to preſerve his reaſon, or rather to keep 
him from abſolute diſtraction. r 


The day before he failed, in one of his moſt 


lucid intervals, he wrote a letter to his couſin 
Frank, and a few lines for the laſt time tc his wife; 
but as he was far from being elear- headed at the time, 
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conſequently the cauſe of elopement was known 


ſome few days ſooner by this amiable woman 


than he intended. He delivered . them to a por- 
ter, and paid him, juſt as he was ſtepping into 


a hackney coach with Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Ra- 


chel, in order to be conveyed to the packets, or, 
at leaſt, as far as a land carriage could be uſeful. 


They were ſoon embarked, and loſt ſight of 


Dublin in a very ſhort time. The poor merchant 
had experienced but little repoſe ſince the laſt viſit 
of his couſin; and when day after day elapſed 
without his making his appearance, his diſtreſs 
and anxiety were increaſed, ** Where can he be ? 
{he would cry to himſelf,) I am ſo extremely con- 


cerned I know not what coutſe to take: if I con- 
tinue patiently here till his return, I ſhall render 


myſelf very black in the eyes of his family; and 
ſhould I venture to his houſe to make the leaſt in- 
quiry, . perhaps I ſhould occzfion an irreparable 
breach between his wife and him. The ſuſpence I 
Jabour under is unſupportable: yet how to obtain 
the leaſt intelligence Lam utterly at a loſs.” . 
Isa this miſerable ſituation he remained until the 
day of Mr. Clive's departure; an utter ſtranger in 
the country, and priſoner in his own lodging; 
for he was fearful, if he went abroad, he might 
be ſeen by ſome of Mr. Clive's family, and only 
render bad worſe. He was infinitely rejoiced' on 
the porter's delivering a letter to him which he 
knew to be Mr. Clive's hand; but, on opening it, 
was throw into a freſh dilemma, for it was addreſ- 
ſed to his wife though ſuperſcribed to him. © The 


contents were merely a few tender profe ſſions and 


idle excuſes for his abſence, and promiſe of his 
ſpeedy return. 1 e 
The merchant no longer heſitated about his 
proceeding, but reſolved to go immediately ee 
| Hs ; rave 
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ravel this new myſtery; as it was apparent, what 
ever letter was intended for him had, by ſome fa- 
tal miſtake, fallen into his wite's hands. ml 

At Mr. Clive's houſe all was anxiety and miſer- ' 1 
able ſuſpence. The good lady preſerved indeed in \nl 
appearance the ſame equanimity by which ſhe was 
ever governed; butſhewas not a ſtoic in heart, love 
had inſpired-her with other ſenſations. She fought 
to be alone as much as poſſible, to avoid diſſimula- 
tion and ſhake off reſtraint. In her own apart- 
ment ſnhe inc ulged her heatt- wounding reflections, 
and her ſuff ring can only be conceived by a ſimilar 
diſpoſition with her own. My huſband (faid ſhe to 
herſelf, fittthg diſconſolately on the fide of her bed) 
has now been abſent three days, and I have not 
ſo much as had the ſatisfaction of one line from 

him: how changed from what he was! I tear 
this new/acquaintance has miſled him ; but what- 
ever anxiety I endure, to wnom can I complain? 
the pity of the world would be but inſult. Can I 
hear the man'I love, the father of my tender babe, 
condemned? or if I give him up, where muſt he 
find his friends? what | » ſhall I'prove a boſom 
ſnake, and ſting that heart I would die to ſave 
from ruin? No, it is reſolved I Will ſtill retain 
a chearful aſpect; and it I cannot ſave, I will not 


KP? I gr. . 1 t 1 Fc: 
Had Mr. Clive but ſuff red himſelf to refle 
upon the ſweetneſs and candour of his wife's diſ- 
poſition, the unfeigned affection of his ſiſter, and 
the warm attachment of his relations and friknds, 
who had the power of aſſiſting him in ſome degree, 
ſurely, he would have prefetred caſting himſelf on 
their mercy, to flying with a wreteh, devoid 
of every humane or generous ſentiment; every 
principle of virtue, faith and gratitude; but he 
was hurried on by that falſe pride, which infiguates: 
itſelf into the human breaſt, under innumerable 
HE. 2 dilguiſes; 
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diſguiſes; ſometimes it is honour, ſometimes con- 
trition, but ſeldom anſwers any good purpoſe : for 
As ng hoe fincerity, true honour, and integri- | 
ty, can bear a man out to the laſt, undoubtedly 

his falſe ſupports muſt fail him. How much anxie- 

_ ty would he have ſpared his friends, how much 6 
guilt and miſery would he himſelf have avoided, 
Rad he not yielded implicitly to this ignus fatuus / 

But to return to Mrs. Clive. Whilſt ſhe was 
engaged in theſe melancholy reflections already 
mentioned, ſhe was agreeably ſurpriſed by her 

. woman's bringing a letter in her huſband's well- 
known characters. Receiving it eagerly, ** Does 
the meſſenger wait? interrogated ſhe : . No, 
madam,” - replied the ſervant, and withdrew, 
This has revived me, (ſaid this amiable woman, 
replacing herſelf,) I hope it brings good tydings :” 
but on opening it, how was ſhe aſtoniſhed to find 
the contents as follows} 1 © 

:  « Dear Frank, ) ras | 
It is impoflible longer to conceal from you the 

_ infatuation of your unhapppy friend. 

„ Good God (cried ſhe,) dropping the letter, 
what do I ſee ! now have I reaſon to ſummon all 
my fortitude I for as this dire paper (taleing it up) 
was not meant for my peruſal, : it contains a full 

_ confeſſion of my huſband's folly. I hope I ſhall 8 
not be interrupted before I have ſo far recovered © 
myſelf, as to be able to examine the contents mi- fr 

nutely 2 thus it runs.” £1 1 


— „Im at this inſtant in the apartment of the t 
moſt artful and abandoned of women, and ſhall, in 2 2 

3 few hours, emburk with her, never to behold freland, n 
j wife, ſiſter, or you, my friend, again. I have, by 2 et 
thouſand ſtratagems too tedious to mention, been fa 


brought to the hardened fate in which I find my- i 
ſelf : I have for her ſake injured my circumſtances w 
in too great à degree for you to be long/igno- fl { 

1 . | 55 rant ; 
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accent continued to red.. 

e She is mercenary to the laſt degrek, yet treat 
me with ſuch wow regard, that I am amazed one 
heart can be capable of ſuch vicious and <ontradic- 
tory operations. I conjure you to amuſe my fami- 
ly, ſo long as you are able, with favourable accounts 


ſible. Perſevere, I beſeech you, in the ſham cha- 
rater, which, to oblige me, you have aſſumed, 
for ſhould they diſcover you to be Frank Clive I 


to my wife, which, by the date, ſhe will ſuppoſe 
were written two days ago, Be very cautious leſt 
you bring ſudden deſtruction upon me, and 1 
Four bewitched  _. | 
| 10 half-ruined friend, Horte 
F. C. 


overtaken you, nor do I know a remedy ; your cir- 
cumſtances might be repaired by time and good 
management; but what will wipe away thy guilt? 
i will, ever, immediately follow this dear miſ- 


A 


my now wretched- huſband, - entant and reform- 
ed. I dare not carry my in for appearances ſo 
far, as to expoſe myſelf to be knowingly. a partake 
with this poor adulterer. I will take Swinbourn 
with me and trace his ſteps; but my thoughts: are 
ſo confuſed.I cannot at preſent, form any probahle 
"TO II. C ſcheme, 


1 © © 


— 
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Mu. FRANCIS CLIVE. ap 
rant of it: yet whether it is witcheraft or madneſs 
know not, but I both abhor and admire Pr gs 


« Omy wounded heart! ? (aid the * ſuf⸗ 
ferer,) that was an unexpected blow !—bur'T- will 
be compoſed”? and then with a calm and W 


of me; I fear they muſt too ſoon be undeceived, - 
but I would wiſh to ward that blow as long as poſ-. 


ſhould be blown up at once. I have ſent à few lines 


= Alas! (ald Mrs. Ce. deroston! hes already | 


taken man to England; nor ever will I again enter 
z habitation of my e r accompanied by 
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diſguiſes; ſometimes it is honour, ſometimes RY 
trition, but ſeldom anſwers any good purpoſe : for 
as nothing but fancerity, true honour, and integri- | 


ty, can bear a man put to the Jaft, undoubtedly 


his falſe ſupports muſt fail him. How much anxie- | 
ty would he have ſpared his friends, how much 6 | 
guilt and miſery would he himſelf have avoided, ; 

L had he not yielded implicitly to this zgnws fatuus / 
But to return to Mrs. Clive. Whilſt ſhe was f 
engaged in theſe melancholy reflections already f 
mentioned, ſhe was agreeably ſurpriſed by her t 
_ woman's bringing a letter in her huſband's well- | 
known characters. Receiving it eagerly, ** Does 0 
the meſſenger wait ??? interrogated ſhe : -. No, b 
madam,” - replied the ſervant, and withdrew, if 
<6 This has operas (ſaid this amiable woman, T 
replacing herſelf,) I hope it brings good tydings :” f. 
but on eee how was ſhe 1 fl 
the contents as follows} ! te 
Vn Den Frank, „ u 
It is impoſſible longer to conceal from you the y 


infatuation of your unhapppy friend.” — _ 

„ Good God! (cried ſhe, ) dropping the letter, 
what do I ſee ] now have I reaſon to ſummon all 
my fortitude ! for as this dire paper (taleing it up) 
was not meant for my peruſal, it contains a full 
confeſſion of my huſband's folly. I hope I ſhall 5 
not be interrupted before I have ſo far recovered be 
myſelf, as to be able to examine the contents mi- mn 

+ ; 


nutely v thus it runs. 
lem at this inſtant in the apartment of the ta 


moſt artful and abandoned of women, and ſhall, in x 2 
few hours, emburk with her, never to behold freland, m 
wife, ſiſter, or you, my friend; again. I have, by 2 ad 
thouſand ſtratagems too tedious to mention, been Ml (; 


brought to the hardened fate in which I find my- wi 


ſelf : I have for her ſake injured my circumftances wi 


in too great 2 degree for you to be long-igno- 6 
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rant of it: yet whether it is witchcraft or madneſs 
I know not, but I both abhor and admire che ſame 


obe. e 059d ©) 


« Omy wounded heart ? (faid the W fof- | 


ferer,) that was an unexpected blow but I will 


be compoſed: and then with a e; and — 


accent continued to read: bn kl 

« She is mercenary to the laſt 4 e 
me with ſuch tender regard, that I am amazed one 
heart can be capable of ſuch vicious and contradic- 
tory operations. I conjure you to amuſe my fami- 
ly, ſo long as you are able, with favourable accounts 
of me; I fear they muſt too ſoon be undeceived, 


but I would wiſh to ward that blow as long as pol 


ſible. Perſe vere, I beſeech you, in the ſham cha- 

rater, which, to oblige me, you have aſſumed, 

for ſhould they diſcover you to be Frank Clive I 

ſhould be blown up at once. I have ſent a few lines 

to my wife, which, by the date, ſhe will ſuppoſe 

were written two days ago, Be very cautious leſt 
you bring ſudden deſtruction upon me, and _ 
Four bewitched _. 

| AE: half-ruined friend, ſho = 
F C. 


a Alas! (aid Mrs. Clive;) deftruRion 555 already | 


overtaken you, nor do I know a remedy ; your cir- 
eumſtances might be repaired by time and good 
management; but what will wipe away thy guilt? 
1 will, however, immediately follow this dear miſ- 
taken mam to England; nor ever will I again enter 
z habitation of my on, unleſs accompanied by 
my now. wretched- huſband, repentant and reform- 
ed. I dare not carry my regard for appearances ſo 
far, as to expoſe myſelf to be knowingly a partaket 
with this poor adulterer. I will take Swinbourn 
with me and trace his ſteps; but my thoughts: are 
fo confuſed-I cannot at preſent, form any probable 


Vol. II. C : ſcheme, 


O that I could ſnatch him from out this fire, only 


do be a ſad witneſs of my huſband's conduct, and 
mould ſome lucky chance put it in my power to 


tant attendant on guilt, I will caſt off my diſguiſe, 


excellent lady, I have juſt received a letter, that 


op I Tur LI F E or 
vet my heart yearns to the dear fugitive. 


ſo burnt as to make him dread it for the future! 
I will leave a ſhort note for Charlotte, and enjoin 
heꝛr a patient continuance in this country until ſhe 

"hears. from me again, and with my little ſtore of 
Jewels and money, I will retire to ſome private 
quarter of London, until I have by ſome means or 
other, procured me a diſguiſe that may enable me 


ſave him from that worſt of ills, deſpair, the con- 


and be again his wife. 
Hlaving taken this imperfect reſolution, ſhe rung 
the bell, for her woman : Swinbourn, ſaid this 


requires my immediate return to England, I ſup - 
poſe; you are willing to accompany me.“ Swin- 
| bournaffured her miſtreſs, ſhe would with pleaſure 
attend her, even to the world's end. Mrs. Clive 
then ordered her to follow her directions, with the 
utmoſt diligence and exactneſs, and wait for an 
<xplanation of whatever appeared ſtrange or myſte- 
rious, until they arrived on the other ſide of the 
Water, defired that none of the ſervants, nor even 
Miſs Charlotte, ſhould receive the leaſt intimation 
of her deſign; that ſhe muſt not ingumber herſelf 
with many cloaths, and convey the few ſhe did 
earryno bhe poſt-houſe, to be ſent down with the 
packetz-and/ enquire particularly where and when 
vhey muſt meet it. All, this was punctually per- 
formed: by the faithful Swinbourn, whe was atr 
tached to her miſtreſs by the warmeſt affeclion 
imaginable, and during theſe few preparations Mrs. 
Clive wrote 3 9 ſiſter, which ſue . 
upon her toilet. Miſs Clive being N upon '#HU bs 
* excurſion, which Mrs. Clive. had Aeellasd 2 | 


1 


% 


1 ſail until twelve o'clock the next day, but that the 
in yatcht was going off to the head directly, purſuant 
ie to a warrant a nobleman had procured, and that 


of they might have a paſſage in her. This information 


te was highly agreeable to her lady, and in the ſpace 


or of two hours only, from the receipt of her huſ- 
1e band's fatal letter, was ſhe embarked. in queſt of 
1d him. Mrs. Clive wore a maſk-to prevent her be- 
to ing known, and on their arrival at the head, was 
n- ſo fortunate as to meet with a return chaiſe, be- 
e, longing to ſome of the nobleman's retinue, in 


which ſhe ſet forward for Cheſter. The next morn- 


eight hours, the carriages both belonged to the 
ſame perſon, and ſhe had no doubt but obtaining 
ſuch intelligence concerning his rout, as to be able 
to trace him to his lodgings in London. This 
gave her as much ſatisfaction as ſhe was capable 


journey, I will no longer conceal my motives from 
you, for my _ preſent proceedings; I have occa- 
ſion for both your confidence and aſſiſtance, and 
if Tam not miſtaken in you, I may depend. upon 
both.“ The poor creature alarmed at her lady, 
ſeriouſly aſſured her ſhe might command every 
thing in her power, and if ſhe could not be ſervice- 


thing, returned Mrs. Clive, and I promiſe you, you 
ſhall-fiod your account in it. Your maſter, Swin- 
urn, (an involuatary tear ſtole down her cheek) 
got the ſtart of us by ſome hours,” © My 
Mater, madam, replied the aſtoniſhed girl, is my 
Kino England.” IR is, returned Mrs. Clive, 
AE ---Y ; 2 | | or 


Ms. FRANCIS CLIVE. BIN 
e. was not to return till evening. Swinbourn came 
y back, informed her lady that the packet would not 


* 
12„»„—»„» x 


ing, her huſband not having the ſtart of her above 


of enjoying, in her unhappy circumſtances. © Swin⸗ 
bourn, ſaid Mrs. Clive, as they purſued their 


able, ſhe could and would be ſecret, < that is every 
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or I ſhould never have expoſed _— to the dan- 


3 fatigue T have done; he has been deluded 


dy a wicked creature of our ſex, who has betray- 


ed him into this unhappy ſtep, from which I doubt 


not but I ſhall be able to recover him, without 


the world's having an opportunity to hunt .him 
down by ſcandal, and ill-nature, but it will re- 


gore much caution, and ſome judgment, to carry 
t 


his critical attempt into execution, fortunately you 
are no ſtranger to London, and therefore I muſt 
intreat your advice, with reſpect to the part of 


tze town moſt convenient for fuiting ourſelves, 


with ſuch dreſs as may enable us without appre- 
hending a diſcovery, to lodge in ſuch a ſituation, 
as to render ourſelves eye witneſſes of all your poor 


- maſter's proceedings, by which alone we can form 


our future meaſures.” Swinbourn ſaid, ſhe had a 
couſin that was a ſhop-keeper in Monmouth: ſtreet, 
where they might be accommodated in half an 
hour, with whatever her lady ſhould chuſe, but ſhe 
fuppoſed the grand buſineſs was, not to loſe her 


maſter's track, until he had fixed himfelf in ſome 


certain ſituation. You are in the right, replied 
Mrs. Clive, and as ſome circumftances ſeem fa- 
vourable to us, I will ſupport myſelf with the plea- 
fing hope of obtaining my utmoſt deſire. Your 
maſter, Swinbourn, continued this lady, was the 
fitteſt prey for ſuch an unhappy wretch, as his in- 
experience and ingenuous nature laid him open, 
than perhaps any other man upon earth ; the path 


of vice he was intirely unacquainted with, no 


wonder then, when orice 'entangled he ſhould be 


' bewildered in ſuch an horrid labyrinth, was T'once 


to appear before him, this buſineſs would be ſoon 
diſpatched, but I would have his reaſon convinced 
of the little dependance to be had upon, or fatis- 
tisfaction to be enjoyed, with a being, whoſe de- 
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guiſes they wiſhed in due time, an 
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praved heart ſeeks nothing more than the deſtruc-, 
tion of ſuch as unwarily fall into their ſnare. They. 
reached the inn in due time, where upon en- 
quiry they learnt that a gentleman and his lady 
had arrived the evening before, that they propoſed 
continuing in Cheſter a couple of days, and had en- 
gaged a chaiſe and four to carry them to London, 
that this chaiſe would put up during its continu- 
ance in town, at the George in . farrs-Modbs, 
and would perform the journey in four days. Hav- 


ing gained this information they ordered a chaiſe 


to be ready for them at ſix the next morting, and 
with four ſets of horſes, hoped to arrive at the de- 
ſtined Inn one day before the run-a-gates. They 
ſucceeded in this * and had prepared the A. 
| i Swinhourn was 
to take an hackney coach, and follow the carriage 


that conveyed Mr. Clive and his new lady from 


the Inn. 


We will now leave them to ſome little repoſe, 
and take a trip to Dublin. When Miſs Clive re- 


turned from the party ſhe had been ingaged in, ſhe 


was much ſurpriſed to hear that her fiſter and Mrs. 
Swinbourn had not been at home fince twelve. 
o'clock, and upon being informed that Mrs. Clive 


| had left a note for her, upon her toilet, ſhe haſti- 


ly ran up to peruſe it, but how. great was her 
aſtoniſhment to find the following words. 


Dear Charlotte, | 


You will undoubtedly be ſurpriſed, but you muſt . 
not be concerned to hear that your ſiſter em- 


darked at twelve this day, on board the yatcht for : 
"England, I will reveal the particulars of iny de- 
. fign, when I am acquainted with its ſucceſs, your 


Moher you may depend upon it is the magic, but 
d go judge too ſeverely of | ; 


him; all will I hope 
Ss e 
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ſtill be well: muſt intreat, as the teſt of all that 
affection and friendſhip you have ſo often pro- 
felled for me, that not a tittle 2 tranſpire to 
his diſadvantage; the future happineſs of my life 
is hinged upon that ſingle circumſtance, therefore, 
I conjure you deftroy it not, tell all our acquain- 
tance, that your brother and I were obliged to viſit 
England for a month or two, on ſuch fhort notice 
that it was impoſſible to call upon any of them, 
let this be the opinion of the ſervants, likewiſe, if 
I fucceed, you. may expect to ſee us return toge- 
ther, but if Tam fo unhappy as to fail, it is un- 
certain what may hereafter be my fate ; but this 
Jean aſſure my fiſter, that J ſhall ever cheriſh 
her memory with the moſt tender regard, and gra- 
titude, if ſhe complies with perhaps the laſt re- 
queſts of I's N nur ci 


4 My God! exclaimed Miſs Clive, what an 
unhappy change has one poor month occafioned in 
this once happy family? how much, my brother, 
have you to anſwer for, in bringing mifery and 
deſtruction, upon this extraordinary, this amiable 
woman? I fear ſhe has abſented herſelf upon ſome 
deſperate deſign, deſpair rather, than the Hope 
ſhe mentions appears in her ſtiſe; how induſtriouſ- 


ly has ſhe concealed her anxiety from me, ſhe 


would not even to his own ſiſter condemn this 
wicked man, and now by ſome fatal intelligence 
the has been convinced his condu& would no longer 


ber a candid conſtruction, or vindication. She 
has taken this ſtep, perhaps, to avoid my wound- 


ing her ears and heart with too Juſt accuſations of 


nim i could I hut ſuppoſe that I was in the leaſt de- 


gree acce[ſery to this ſhocking reſolution, never 


+ CHARLOTTE CIIVE.“ 


ſhould enjoy a moment's peace, but fure that could” 
23 3 . . "got 
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ble refleQions, nor did day light bring ag re 
and even the ſprightly 1 Clive, was; by chic) ag- 


0 
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not be; ſhe knew me flexible as air, with reſpec 
to her ferious eſt or injunQion, I will not 
torture myſelf with ſuch an improbable a ppreben- 
fon; ſhe. muſt have other motives, all ſne now de- 
fires ſhall be religiouſly complied with, and never: 
more: ſhall I have a favourable thought of man, 
ſure my ſteady brother has broke through the moſt 
ſolemn obligations upon earth, to act the villain, 
how greatly have I been deceived, continued ſhe, 
in the good opinion I was beginning to congeive 
of his ſweet companion and help mate in iniquity. * 
Jam glad he did not make us many viſits, for had 
he gained as much upon my apptobation, ii each 
interview, as he did in the few we had, I. fear it 
would have proved too much for my repoſea per- 
haps the fly inſinuating wretch may ſlill lurk im the 
kingdom, and endeavour to clear himſelf, with re- 
ſpect to all knowledge of my brother's flight, but 
had he the eloquence of angels he could inot, im- 
poſe upon me, and I will effeQually prevent ſuch 
a baſe impertinent attempt, ſhould he be capa» 
ble of it, by ordering myſelf to be denied. to him 
in particular. Miſs Clive rung and immediately 
gave poſitive orders, that if fuch a gentleman 
ſhould happen to call he might be informed that 
ſhe was not to be ſeen by him: ſhe then gave ſuch 


' account of her brother and ſiſter's departure, as 


ſhe imagined would have the greateſt appearance 


of probability, but to remain in that ſorlorn habi- 


tation, was to her an heavy taſk, but being ine vi- 
table was no ſmall aggravation of its weight, but 
her ſiſter's ſolemn declaration that all her ſuture 
happineſs was hinged upon that ſingle circumſtance, 
determined her to ſubmit whatever pain it might 
coſt her. She paſſed the night in 2 


: 
* 
1 
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eident metamorphoſed into a mere ſerious con- 

_ femplative being. She had no ſooner breakfaſted, 
than a ſervant. opened the parlour door, and the 
merchant-preſented himſelf. to her view, reſent- 
ment and diſpleaſure immediately over clouded her 
aſpect, and riſing, the ſaid, with an atrſtere and 
haughty air, how is this, fir, my orders were to 
be denied to wu.“ Madam, replied the mer- 
Chant, with great politeneſs and ſubmiſſion, you 
were obeyed, but I aſſured the fervant I came on 
urgent” buſineſs: from his maſter, and by that 
means obtained admiſſion. My brother's ruin, and 
baſe proceedings, faid Miſs Clive, would be no 
neus tio me, therefore I infiſt upon their not be- 
ing! mentioned, and as for you, fir, I muft deal 
plainly with you, and deſire yeu would imme- 
diately-take yourſelf away, nor let my eyes ever 
again ibe ſhocked with ſuch an object. You have 
deſtroyed the beſt of women, and the beſt of bro- 
thers, and deprived me of. their friendſhips, and 
confequently my peace of mind, as all my hap- 
pineſs was centered in them alone.“ The mer- 
chant was extremely concerned at Miſs Chat- 
jotte's behaviour on a double account. it was pain- 
ful to him to ſee her afflicted, and the bad im- 
preſſion ſhe had received of him, mortified him 
beyond expreſſion : he could make no other reply 
to the ſevere charge ſhe brought againſt him, 
5 than, madam, you wrong me greatly.” „Have 
you not, interrupted Miſs Clive, been the. vile 
companion, the aſſociate of his guilt, if not his 
baſe ſeducer? he had no vice till now, you are 
a new acquaintance impoſed upon us as a friend 
ol my couſin Frank Clive's, the truth of which I 
82 doubt; you know his haunts; is not all 
> ſuſpieious? On my faith and honour, 
madatu, replied the merchant with extreme emo- 

we” 
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tion, 1 diſclaim all knowledge of this moſt unhap- 


py affair, nor do I know the houſe frequented by 


your brother, nor how long he has been involy- 
ed.“ Seeing rage, 
her countenance, hear me, madam, continued 
he, I beſeech you, with ſome kind of temper ; the 
deceit I practiſed was innocent, as to the inten- 
tion, and only meant as I believed to carry on xz 
frolic. I am that Frank Clive, whoſe friend on- 
ly I pretended to be, and had not been arrived an 


hour, when your brother begged me to conſent, 


in order as he ſaid to create a little mirth, to ſuffer 
myſelf to be introduced in the manner I was; 1 
little dreamt of the unhappy conſequence.” Miſs 


Clive ſtarted at this information, and found a ſtrong 


inclination in her heart to excuſe him the part he 
had ated, notwithſtanding it had proved ſo fatal to 
her brother, but leſt ſhe th | 

partiality and approbation, ſhe replied, © alas! 
my unhappy brother, how induſtrious have you 


been in working out your own deſtruction ! I can-' 


not, added ſhe, acquit you of all blame, as per- 


haps you might have prevented this heavy evil by 


a contrary conduct. How could I ſuppoſe, ma- 
dam, replied the merchant, that the man I almoſt 


conſidered as infallible, was caught in ſuch a ſnare ? 


where 1s his lady?“ „O! returned Miſs Clive, 


unable to ſuppreſs her tears, ſhe embarked for 


England at twelve o'clock yeſterday noon, and I 


fear J never more ſhall be ſo happy as to be- 
hold her.” Her couſin was vaſtly affected at the 


tokens of real affeQion demonſtrable in her coun- 
tenance, and endeavoured to footh her with hopes 
of a better day.” Do not weep, madam, con- 


tinued he, all may yet prove well. I ſhould not 
have preſumed to call at this houſe, had I not re- 
ceived a leiter from your brother, adcreſſed to his 

C5 | wife, 


Hapatience, and incredulity in 


ould betray too much 
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wife, though inſcribed.*t z me; 1 ft fed in this 
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own information that Mrs. Jive bas become ac- 
. with his vile conneQion and proceedings. 
I ſincerely wiſh her journey may anſwer her moſt 
flattering ex „ Ar and once more Te-eftabliſh 
the happineſs and harmony of this worthy famil 
"Ira impoſſible, re plied Miſs, Clive, the Near 
| felicity we bave . is loft for ever: L never can 
eſteem my brother more, nor ſee my poor ſüffer⸗ 
ing filter without The he utmoſt ſorrow and compaſ- 
Where ſhall we find ſecurity for man's af- 
1 fince merit like hers has proved too weak? 
Come, fir, ſaid ſhe, though the very fight of your 
ſex is become odious to me, yet I believe you are 
entitled io ſome little civility.;. and therefore, if 
you will hel kelp yourſelf to a chair, and have not al- 
ready breakfaſted, I will beſtow one upen you: 
think ſo long a journey, to vifit a few couſins, 
does deſerve ſo ſmall a recompence.”” | 
The merchant acknowledged he had not taſted 
any thing that day; ſo Mifs Clive rung for the 
lately difmiſſed os kettle > „ You ſhall tell me 
all, ſaid ſhe, you know of this affair; it will be 
| ſome allay to my affliction,” ** You may com- 
mand me, returned the delighted merchant, at this 
change in her behaviour; , and ſhould we be able 
do ſtrike out fome means of ſoftening the cataſ- 
trophe of your brother's fate, it will be for ous 
common benefit and ſatisfaction.“ , ** 1 deſpair, 
replied Miſs Charlotte, but am willing to iry 
what our broken heads can accompliſh.” © 
Miſs Charlotte found the ſcene vaſtly brighten- 
ed, in having a relation and friend wick om 
to divide her care; and the merchant's natüraſy 
humane diſpoſition received an additional tender- 
neſs bY A ſoft inclination for his fair couſin, oy | 
e 


heart, he would have fancied himſelf the ha ppi 


his circumſtances have received 0 


Mk. FRANCIS CLIVE. 8 
be nom indulged | in his own. breaſt, without chegly 


or reſtraint ; he was very aſſidyous in his-atieny 


dance upon her, and was honoured, with the. r 


tection of Miſs Clive, and ſeveral of hes fema 


fidered by them all as ſuch a pretty. The 

they diſtinguiſhed him with the title cf, Fine nd-, 
ſome Engliſhman. . Had not an anxiety för, the 
fate of his amiable relation hung heavily, u J 


of the human ſpecies, ſo well and ſo frequenyly. 
as lie was received by the woman he tmoſſ eſteem 
ed. Six weeks had now elapſed without. their re- 
ceiving any news of the fugitives, and they were 
both pretty far advanced in the horrors concerning, 
them, when a letter was brought. 24 the, bad 


houſe, marked London, and the hand . e 5 


by Miſs Charlotte to be her ſiſter's: bf We ſha 
now have a period put to our ſuſpenſe, . couſin. 
Frank, cried ſhe in a kind of extaſy; my ſiſter, 
you know, ſaid, if ſhe was unſucceſsful, that 1 
ſhould receive no intelligence of it.“ She . 


broke, the ſeal, * * as en N 


5 e dear Charlotte, 1 2 


1 . ED one material information con- 


cerning your. brother's affair, which I doubt net, 
if it be poſſible, your couſin. Frank will | improye. 


to the beſt advantage. The woman who ſpirited, - 
Mr. Clive into this impropriety, lodges. 2% cn 


Mrs. Foſter's, upon Onnond un F. %% 
way be able yy diſcover from her. Nee 


under my immediate obſervations, A 
vitdious: hopes of ſoon ane en 0 


companions, to the public diverſions, and akon. 


hang | 
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W nne 
be Characters of the tender huſband, affectionate 
dretber, fincere friend, and fond parent; which 
* pride I ſay it) no man ever better filled. If 
T ſucceed, I ſhall be almoſt tempted to publiſh 
my adventures, for T muſt acknowledge they are 
fomewhat extravagant. I ffatter myſelf I have 
othing to - apprehend: from yon, though I again 
epeat, that it is in your power, by either preſerv- 
Ing or divulging this important fecret, to deter- 
mine the future happineſs of your affeQionate 
ſiſter.” I ſuppoſe your couſin Frank has diſcovered 
himſelf, and, by clearing himſelf from your ſuſpi- 
cions, has laid the foundation of a more favoura- 
dle impreffion. Prefent my beſt compliments to 
him, and tell him I have far from given up the 
flattering expectation of enjoying much pleaſure 
in his company tn Ireland notwithſtanding this un- 
lucky interruption: but as k have no friends that 
are not candid to the firſt error of my dear huſ- 
hand*s life, ſo he can alone, as well as you, my 
Charlotte, poſſeſs my warm heart and cordial 
efteem, by caſting a friendly veil over the. firſt 
tranſgreſſion of my poor Frank. IF am, with much 
fincerity, and a ſteady reliance upon your friendſhip 
and good nature, q | 
my dear ſiſter, 7 
Jour moſt affe ctienate, &. 


P. S. If you receive any letters from England, 
read them, I befeech you, and return a few lines 
to prevent their uneaſineſs concerning us, and in- 
form them that your couſin Frank's artival will poſt· 
pone our return for a month or two, ind what - 
ever" excuſe you'may think neceffary: Once more 
SIP FT 1 9775597 97a 232% 4 
u letter revived'them greatly, and the 
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cuſtt, un willing to loſe any time in improving * 


1 
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thouſand pounds, for which ſhe was indebted = er 
they : 
could, 


. 


Mrs. Clive threw out, took his leave of bie couſm, 
and went immediately to the accuſtomed place of 
rendezvous between 


Mr. Clive's repeated ſollicitation, and promiſe of a: 
handſome preſent, to reward her communieation 
with, ſhe was at length prevailed upon to unlock: 
ſhe informed him very circumſtantially of every. 
article within her knowledge, and gave him a di- 
rection to Mr. Monkton, the mortgagee. The 
merchant waited upon him that morning, and was 
agreeably ſurpriſed to find his friend no deeper in- 
volved. He undertook to pay off the mortgage 
and intereſt within a month, and to take the eſtate 
into his own hands. Mr. Monkton made ſome ob- 


jection to complying with this propoſal, unleſs the 


merchant would procure an authority from Mir. 
Clive: but he was ſoon ſilenced by Mr. Frank's. 
informing him that it was the beſt and only ſtep to 
ſcreen himſelf from being proceeded againſt as an 
extortioner aud an uſurer. He returned to Miſs 


Charlotte with the pleaſing news that he ſhould 


ſoon have it in his power te redeem her brother's. 


eſtate out of the hands it was fallen into, but did 


not mention the terms. As for the ſettlement he 


had made it chargeable with, he feared there was 
no diſpenſing with it, without expoſing his friend to 

Mr. Spranger's diſpleaſure; and of two evils he 
thought the leaſt was to be choſen, and that there- 


fore it was beſt to purchaſe this creature's filence.by 
the due obſervation of that obligation, than ſtir up 


her rage and reſentment, to the mangling of his 
_ friend's reputation, and the deſtruQion of his peace 
and:credit with his friends. Miſs os couple | 


mentioned that ſhe was miſtreſs of a couple 


brother; and it would make her very happy 
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rs. Smith and her gallant... 
Her landlady at firſt affected great — 1675170 
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at this juncture, be employed to his benefit. 
| This aller did not loſe its jaw ea eſtimation ot 
her enamoured ſwain; but he aſſured her there was 
no neceſſity for a. a: pecuniary. confideration,. as he had 
reaſon to believe he could frighten them into an ad- 
vantageous Compoſition. Miſs Charlotte returned, 
es That certainly the latter, if practicable, was by 
far the moſt eligible; but ſhould a contrary method 
| be neceflary, he knew where to applied: the ſum 
the was. miſtreſs of, which ſhe had never till that 
moment conſidered as a ſmall poſſeſſion; but the 
apprehenſion leſt it ſhould be inſufficient for the de- 
fired purpoſe inclined her now to think it ſo - 

The merchant was indefatigable in his endeavours. 
to bring this critical affair to an. iſſue. He had in- 
ereaſed his fortune in a very great degree in his laſt 
abſence from England, and he immediately drew 
upon his partner for ten thouſand pounds, which he 
knew he could command without either of them 
feeling it in their commerce; and he only waited 

the receipt of bills of exchange to that amount to 
13 to this material buſineſs within the 

time. He had the ſatisfaction of receiving 
them, and in three days entered __ his ban 5 
eſtate in truſt for him. 

The next friendly ſlep he wok wasto 1 a i 
of it, and ventured to order two or three improve- 
ments, which ee gy turned to 2 very good ac- 
count. 

Abe ee mind is ever looking and to 
ſome future acquiſition to conſtitute its happineſs, 
and, to.uſe the words of Mr. Pope, neuer is, hut 
always to be: ble, now that this grand point was 
gained, they hinged all their future ſatisfacion 
upon the receipt of a ſecond letter from Mrs. Clive; 
but in this expectation they were totally diſappbint- 
ed, as will appear by taking a view of Mrs. eras 


proceedings. 


We 
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We teft her at the Goorge in Alderſgate-ſtreet ; 
to which place her faithful Swinbourn had, with no 
ſmall #74 16 conveyed the regimentals o an, offic cer 
for her miſtreſs's uſes and: a gentee]. livery: for her- 

ſelf, with every other: neceſſary appendage. As the 
time drew near ofthe. expeQed, arrival! of the 
travellers, Mrs: Clive's agitation of mind, was aug; 
mented; ſhe'was-apprehenfive they; migbtz in ſpite 
of all her induſtry and precaution, flip through h 
fingers. She had ſome tender ſenſations. which 
vainly endeavoured to ſuppreſs : how could ſhe 
know the man of her heart in the ſame houſe with 
her, and reſtrain herſelf from even ſtealing a look 
at his beloved face? She was grieved to "think he 
muſt be fatigued: with his journey, and perhaps his 
companion! would not take that ſeaſonable tenden 


care of him he might probably ſtand in need of; hs 
ſhort, none, but an affeQion lively and ſtro 


her own, can have any conception of the 1 2 = 
of her heart: no ſpark of reſentment was there: all 
was'candour, compaſhon, and unabated love.; this 
lapſe was in ber eyes only horrible from its guilt and 
alienation of her huſband's regard, but could the one 
de ſhaken off, and the other voluntarily renounced, 
her arms were open to receive him, with a cen 
oblivion of all the paſt. | 

About ſix o'clock in the afternoon this com- 
pany rattled into the yard with the utmoſt noiſe and 
buſtle. Mrs. Smith had not yet turned the rough 
fide of her face upon her gallant, and they were 
all in tolerable ſpirits. Mrs. Rachel was diſpatched 
to engage the ſame lodgings to which his couſin had 
been conveyed in his day of gallantry ; and every 

thing being prepared, as Mrs. Rachel returned and 
informed them, they had a coach called, and quitted 
the inn immediately. Mrs, Swinbourn had dexte- 
rouſly provided her coach alſo, into which ſhe put 
herſelf, and Mr. Whip purſucd the ſame. track as. 
the other, agreeable to the previous directions he had 


received. pon 
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0 "ing good company's being ſet down, Mrs. 

Swinbourn 


| : offered the coac 0 hman half 4 crown, af 


he would inform her, by enquiring in the neigh- 


bourhood, the perſon's name that kept that houſe, 


and whether he did not take in lodgers. The coach- 
man had no neceſſity to apply to any one for the in- 


formation Mrs. Swtnbourn requeſted, as he told her 
he himſelf had ſet down many a fare there, that the 
landlady's name was Rollinſon, that it was notori- 
oufly known for a friendly houſe, and that her 
lodgings were open to the moſt abandoned of 


 wretches, provided they could but pick up a warm 


cull, which he ſuppoſed was now the caſe with the 
lady who had juſt entered; but their continuance 
there would depend entirely upon the abundance or 


ſcarcity of the ready, for the good matron had 


neither favour or affeQion for any of her cuſto- 
77. ²⁵ . ani; 90, 

Mrs. Swinbourn ordered him to drive her back to 
the inn, and rewarded him to his entire ſatisfaction. 
The next morning ſhe equipt herſelf in her new 
trappings, which fat but uneaſy upon her, in order 


to engage a lodging as contiguous to Mrs. Rollinſon 


a5 ' poſſible : ſhe was ſo fortunate. as to ſucceed in 
fome meaſure ;- but there was a firſt floor that com- 


manded Mrs, Rollinſon's dining room entirely, which 


would not be at liberty until the next week. She, 


however, engaged it, and the perſon recom- 


mended her for the intermediate time a few doors 


b Mr. Robert (the name Mrs. Swinbourn aſſumed) 
returned to her miſtreſs, and made her report of 
her morning's tranſaQions, which were approved 


by Mrs. Clive, whom we muſt hereafter, for a 


certain time, know by the name of Capt. Pain. She 


dreſſed herſelf with a heavy heart in this maſculine 
habit, which agreed but ill with either her delicate 


mind or perſon. 
F | Robert 
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Robert procured a coach, and, having watched a 
convenient opportunity, put this metamorphoſed 
lady into it, who was to wait for her juſt out of the. 
inn yard. She then ſtepped to the bar, and demand- 
ed what the lady and her maid were indebted to 
them, diſcharged their bill, and committed a couple 
of ſmall trunks to their care until they ſhould. be 
called for. She then haſtened to her 190g dejected 
lady. It was by no means conſiſtent with the dignity- 
of Capt. Pain to admit his footman into the ſame 
carriage with him, and Mr. Robert was not ſo ex- 
pert in the office of his party · coloured brethren as to 
be able to mount behind. Therefore, ordering the 
coachman to drive very gently, he followed at ſuch 
2 8 6 1 as to obſerve all its windings and turnings, 
and to be ready to open the door in pretty reaſonable 
time to her maſter on his arrival at his new lodg- 
men... 5. | | Re 
Robert was very induſtrious to cultivate the te- 
quaintance of the maid, with a view to make his 
advantage as opportunity might offer. He affe ted 
a⁊ great paſſion or her, lounged about the door, and 
often obſerved Mrs. Rachel to parade backwards and 
forwards to the tavern, and reſolved to give her the 
meeting there, and by degrees recommend him- 
ſelf to this go-between,. this convenience, and repo- 
ſitory of her miſtreſs's. ſecrets. As for the poor 
captain, . his ſpirits drooped, and he was by no means 
equal to the character of a military buck, and no 
other would anſwer his deſign. Deer 
Mr. Robert in a few days ſucceeded in his attempt 
to attract Mrs. Rachel's notice, and ſoon commen- 
ced her humble ſervant ; in conſequence of which 
he was invited to ſtep over and take a diſh of tea, 
or partake of the fragments of whatever nice thing 
her lady's. table furniſhed her with. They were 
now got into their new lodgirig, where Capt. Pain 
diſplayed his fine cloaths at the window, w 2 
> . 5 ; ear 
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heart oppreſſed with anguiſh. The firſt ſight he 
obtained of Mr. Clive's altered face was attended 
with a fainting fit of Jong continuance, and made her 
ppre henſive ſhe muſt raiſe the ſiege; but recollec- 


A 
the that her all was at ſtake, ſhe endeavoured to 


exert herſelf, and behave with more courage and 
_ reſolution for the future. F 

Mr. Robert received a kind invitation ſrom Mrs. 
Rachel to drink tea and ſpend the next evening with 


her, her maſter and miſtreſs being gone a little way 


out of town. This appointment he did not fail to 


keep, and having complimented Mrs. Rachel into a 


high good humour, ſhe acknowledged the ſhould be 

lad to ſettle and live a regular life, as fhe faw but 
55 ſatisfaction in her preſent ſituation, Nor, be- 
tween you and me, Mr. Robert, (continued fhe,) 
much profit.” Mr. Robert expreſſed great ſurprize 
at this intelligence, and ſaid it was a ſhocking thing 
that a perſon of her merit was not better provided 
for : % But I thought your maſter and miftreſe 


(ſaid he) were extremely generous; as well as good 


tempered.” © Alas! (returned ſne,) Mr. Robert, 
appearances are very deceitful; it is in vain to deny 
what I ſuppoſe you have learned in the neighbour- 
hood, that my lady is ſeldom of long continuance 
in her attachments, and this' gentleman has to be 
ſure the worſt chance of any, for my miſtreſs really 
lets him be here at preſent merely upon charity : 


but 1 believe we fhall undergo a change of ſcene in 
_ ſome ſhort time.“ Mr. Robert pretended to be 


more and more amazed in proportion to her com- 
munications, and ſaid, It is certain we ſervants 
are obliged to act various parts, but I think we 
ought to r for our uſefulneſs; and I only 
wiſh my maſter were as much in my power as your 
miſtreſs is in your's, I warrant he ſhould come 
down à round ſum, or I would know the reaſon 
: Why.” Mrs. Rachel reliſhed this converſation ex- 
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ceedingly, but ſaid, What could a lone woman 
do? If the had any friend indeed that would ſtand 
by her, and give her good advice, ſhe did not ſee 
why ſhe ſhould not ſtrike out à little maimenance 


from the vaſt ſums ſhe had affiſted her lady in ob-: 
taining.“ I know one way, (replied Mr: Robert,) 


if I thought you could be ſecret.” Scerei! 
(returned Mrs. Rachel,) if I were only to tell you 
a quarter of what I know, I believe you would not 
doubt me in that reſpect “ But there are ſome 
conditions to be ſettled firſt, (ſaid Mr. Robert with 
2 meaning look,) which if you will comply with, 
Iwill telf you all 1 Know.“ Rachel aſked, with 
much "eagerneſs, what it was he had to propoſe? 
He replied,” „ My deareſt creature, that you will 
conſent to crown my ſueceſs with the greateſt of 
rewards, beſtowing this hand upon me. Rachel 
inſtantly promiſed a moſt willing compliance in this 
reſpe& ; for as het countenance was naturally hate 
favoured, and ſhe had beheld the revelation of more. 
winters than are deſirable in a maiden, or rather # 
ſingle ſtate, (for I would not impoſe on my reader 
in any particular,) and had never had a tender of 
becoming the lawful wife of any man before, ſhe 
was not able to conceal the ſatisfaction this offer 
gave her. When theſe'preliminaries were adjuſted, 
Mr. Robert, with à good aſſurance, informed her, 
that his maſter, Capt. Pain, heir to à very conſt- 
derable fortune, was fallen in love with Mrs. Smith: 
that he was of a ſoft and eaſy nature, led into any 
thing by thoſe that underſtood his diſpoſition, and 
he did not doubt, if ſhe could prevail upon her 
miſtreſs to receive: his viſits, he could hook him out 
of a thouſand pounds, which, he ſaid, would be 4 
good beginning for them. 
The unexpected return of Mr. Smith, as he was 
called, to his lady, diſlodged them from their com- 
fortable ſituation, and obliged them to ſeparate with 
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unſeigned reluctance on both ſides, though from 
very oppoſite ſenſations. Mr. Robert was impatient 


to acquaint his maſter with the opening he had 


made for his introduction, yet would gladly. have 


improved the apparent compliant diſpoſition of his 


Dulcinea; and Mrs. Rachel was equally deſirous of 
informing her lady of her new conqueſt, though 
unwilling to part with her own lover. 


The captain received this intelligence with too 
much perturbation of heart not to drop her aſſumed 
character; for which reaſon I muſt do the ſame, 


«:Swinbourn, (ſaid Mrs. Clive;), what is it you tell 


me? Thedear man kept upon charity l could you 


believe there was in nature ſo abandoned an exi- 
ſtence! What ſufferings muſt this noble generous 
heart undergo from ſuch treatment ! why would he 
not fly to me in his adverſity! with me he was ever 


ſecure of an aſylum. This is a ſevere conſtraint I 


am obliged to obſerve. And is his wretched fate ſo 


near Ja cataſtrophe, Swinbourn,”” interrogated this 


Her time to reply: How ſeaſonable will the inter- 


poſition of a fincere friend be between him and deſ- 
ration, the inſeparable companion of deſtruRion !” 


oor miſtreſs Swinbourn was extremely affected at 


Be lady's deep affliction:· O dear madam, (faid 


he) remember that the work you have undertaken, 
courage, not dejection, muſt perform: you are 
fruſtrating your own deſigns, and contributing to 
haſten, inſtead of preventing, my maſter's approach- 
ing misfortunes. Beſides, madam, don't forget'my 
young maſter Spranger, ſure you would not render 
him an orphan.” * Swinbourn, (interrupted Mrs. 
Clive) you, have happily touched the right key to 
rouſe me, by thus „ wife and mother 


in myheart.. No, I will not fink; but endeavour 


to riſe ſuperior to theſe great calamities. It is the 


cauſe of nature, duty, and affe Gion: I never vill 


deſpond 
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deſpond again, and am once more Capt. Pain.“ Mr. 
Robert was ordered to bring his maſter's ſupper; 
who kept up his ſpirits and reſolution for that even- 


. 


ing*with a moſt heroic firmneſs. 7 

Next morning many kind glances were exchang- 
ed between Mr. Robert and his miſtreſs before they 
could come to the ſpeech of each other. It ſeems, 
Mrs. Rachel had not been deficient in making a 
proper repreſentation of the captain's fortune and 
| Jove to Mrs. Smith, who received the agreeable 
news with tranſport, being perfectly tired of her old 
gallant, whoſe pockets were totally empty; for ſhe 
had taken care in their journey not to leave him 


one ſhilling. © Rachel, ſaid this baſe wretch, I 1 
cannot marry this youngſter, as I am already diſ— 


poſed of in a legal way to colonel Bliſſworth; but 
that need be no impediment to making a proper ad- 


vantage of him without fetters. You may tell his 


man that his maſter may eaſijy obtain my permiſſion 


to viſit me, if he will ſend me a polite card to re- 
queſt that favour ; but that advances of this ſort 
muſt not come from the wrong quarter; we muſt 
not make ourſelves too cheap.” The humble 
Rachel never preſumed to diſapprove her lady's 


' ſentiments, and watched for a ſight of Mr. Robert, 
to inform him of her miſtreſs's pleaſure, and the 
terms by which alone his maſter could get admit- 


tance, This was caſting a difficulty in the captain's 
way Mrs. Smith never intended ; but a fine Italian 


hand was by no means in character for a red coat; 


and Mrs. Swinbourn's writing was alſo judged too 


effeminate. It was determined that Mr. Robert 
ſhould try the ſucceſs of a verbal meſſage, and if 
that failed, they muſt have recourſe to ſome petty- 
foggers to tranſcribe a card for them. His faithful 


valet was diſpatched accordingly, having firſt watch- 
ed Mr. Clive out; who, on earneſtly begging, in 


the perſon of Mis. Rachel, to be admitted to an 


au- 
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audience, her eloquence got the better of her 
miltreſs's objections, and Mr. Robert was uſhered 
up ſtairs, with great ceremony: on entering the 


dining-room he made one of his beſt legs, and ſaid 
be ſhould not have been ſo bold had not his maſter 


N tea with her that very afternoon. Mrs. 


caſe. . Madam, ſaid the captain bowing moſt ob- 
ſequiouſly, I have not expreſſions ſtrong enough to 
make you ſenſible how highly I eſteem the honour 
you now do me.“ Mrs. Smith returned a ſuitable 
compliment, and, pointing to a chair, deſired the 
gentleman to be ſeated; which was inſtantly compli- 
with. lt is in vain, madam, ſaid the captain, 
with rather more timidity than his circumſtances, 
required, to conceal my motives for requeſting the 

honour and happineſs I now enjoy. Theſe fatal 

windows (caſting a ſide look at them) have been my, 
deſtruction, if I am ſo wretched as not to be held 
1 . "3M 
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in ſome favourable eſtimation. My heart was never 
conquered before, notwithſtanding I attained the 


age of one and twenty laſt week. I have a fortune 


in my own . which I never valued until this 


critical period, that I offer it to your acceptance, 
with the hand of its poſſeſſor.“ Sir, replied Mrs. 
Smith, I really am ſurprized at your propoſal, and 
think myſelf prodigiouſly obliged to you.“ Ah 


| madam, returned the captain with plaintive accent, 


is that all I muſt expect? Perhaps you think my de- 
claration too abrupt; but when I am inſtigated to 
it by beholding, with jealous eyes, the frequent 
viſits of a gentleman, who, if my information is 


right, ought to be puniſhed for his preſumption, I. 
hope I ſhall ſtand excuſed. Shall a ſhabby dog, as L 


underſtand he is, paſs unpuniſhed for thus aſpiring? 
No, he muſt, if a favoured rival ſupport his. pre- 
tenſions with his ſword : none but the brave, madam, 
deſerve the fair.“ Sir, interrupted Mrs. Smith, 


you alarm me by talking in this manner. I would . 
not, for the world, have a duel 1 . 45 on my ac- 


count, and have my name bandied about in coffee- 
| houſes and taverns: but, at once to throw cold 
water upon the reſentment you have conceived 
againſt my preſent viſitant, I will confeſs that your 


inſtruQions ſay true: he is poverty-ſmitten, and 


you have nothing to fear from him: it is charity 
alone that induces me to receive him.” „How 


I admire your humane and generous diſpoſition, 


replied the captain, and it is kind thus to 
cure a lover's pain; but, madam, muſt I pre- 


ſume no farther?” Sir, as your appearance, re- 


turned Mrs. Smith, beſpeaks you a gentleman, I 
will neither doubt your ſincerity, nor trifle with 
your paſſion. I am perfe&ly unengaged, and find 
ou ſo frank and generous in your profeſſions, that 
1 was never ſo pleaſed with any | wo 
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ſon's addreſs in my whole life. I own I am ſurpriz- 
ed to find I have made a conqueſt ; but when there 


1s. the leaſt deſign or . expeQation, we ſometimes 


meet the beſt ſucceſs.*”* £5 Could you conceive it 


poſſible, madam, that I could ſo often be bleſſed 


with the delightful proſpect of thoſe fair eyes as I 


have been, without becoming your captive ?” Mrs. 
Smith, hearing Mr. Clive's voice, ſaid, in ſome 
confuſion, ** he is returned! how he will ſtare and 
rave to ſee a ſtranger with me! what ſhall we do?” 
% Confront him by all means,” replied the trem- 
bling captain, but it was not ſuch a tremor as 
ſome valiant ſouls encaſed in ſcarlet are now and 
then ſubje& to, and blaſt thus his hopes at once.“ 
Mr. Clive was too well convinced that Mrs. Smith 
was capable of any baſeneſs to be much ſurprized 


at the ſight of a new gallant. His countenance was 


mortified and dejected by this circumſtance ; but 
jealouſy was a paſſion his heart was a ſtranger to. 
e So, fir, ſaid Mrs. Smith with an arrogant air, 
you have made a quick return.“ Mr. Clive, with- 


out taking notice of this impertinent addreſs, ſaid 
_ calmly, * Madam, 1 would be glad to ſpeak a word 


or two with you in private.” Captain Pain, advan- 
cing with the valour of a Bobadil, ſaid, (though, it 
muſt be confeſſed, not with a tremendous voice) 
« That I forbid: I have a tender intereſt here, and 
ſhall not admit of privacies, I do aſſure you.“ Mr. 
Clive's indignation was rouſed by this declaration, 


and ſurveying the poor captain with a contemptuous 


eye, he returned this anſwer, * And who art thou, 
poor ſtripling? Haſt thou no nobler cauſe to bluſter 


n? Go home, go home to your mama, and let 


| her teach you better. Sir, ſaid the enraged 
Mrs. Smith, this inſolence but ill becomes you: 
how dare you thus preſume?” „, And are you, 


madam, (interrogated the incenſed Mr. Clive,) 
attached to this young maſter ? O —_— 
| _ beſs 
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have choſen your time of caſting me off judiciouſly : 


now you have ſtripped me of my fortune, fame, 


nay, worle, (ſighing bitterly) my deareſt wife, 
you Fre ee the ſame game, I preſume, with 
that forward youth; he, 1 ſuppoſe, has not a wife 


to loſe ?*? * This lady is my choice, (replied the 


captain,) and ſhe ſhall be my wife: what ſay you 
now, fir?”? © O fir, I wiſh you joy, (returned 
Mr. Clive;) but know, deluded boy, perdition 
will be thy portion.” - Replied the noble captain, 
I ſhall demand ſatisfaction for every diſreſpeQ- 


. 


ful thing you utter relative to that lady; there- 


leſs impudence! (exclaimed he, then added) you 


fore take care, fir, (laying his hand upon his 


ſword,) or this ſhall teach you better manners.“ 8 


% have defied the Almighty to ſome purpoſe 


(returned Mr. Clive, ) could I be awed by you: 


but I can bear no more: then looking fiercely 
at Mrs, Smith, “ is this the faith you promiſed 
me ? (demanded he, with great emotion) this the 
repoſe that you give could my conſcience ? What 


own * Has your eloquence forſaken you? or are 
you dumb with ſhame,” added he moſt furiouſly. 
Mrs Smith was diſconcerted, from the apprehen- 


ſolence and familiarity of this caſt-off; and, aſ- 
ſuming all her wonted aſſurance, ſhe endravour- 
ed to ſpeak him into ſilence ; © begone (ſaid ſhe, 


you ſhall rue the conſequence.” The man (re- 
plied Mr. Clive, with great ſteadineſs) who has 


terrogated Mrs, Smith impatiently.)” * Dif- 
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have you now to offer to juſtify my guilt and your 
ſion leſt Capt. Pain ſhould be diſguſted by the in- 


her eyes darting maſculine rage) this moment, or 


nothing to loſe, has nothing to fear. I have now. . 
: nor home, nor wife, nor friends: can there be a 
1, greater misfortune yet in ſtore for me? My cir- 
„ | <umſtances are become ſo deſperate, there is but 

1 one way left of ſerving me.” *© What's that (in- 
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patch me quite, (replied. Mr. Clive, with horror 
and deſpair in his aſpeQ) I dare not be a ſuicide: 
extinguiſh in me this ſpark of reaſon, my memo- 
ry; blot out the painful remembrance of my gen- 
tle, tender, faithful wife, my poor little innocent 
boy, and my much abuſed worthy Mr. Spranger!“ 
Mrs. Clive found herſelf unequal to the ſtruggles 
of nature, pity, and affection; and to ſave her- 
ſelf from betraying her cauſe, before this deciſive: 
ſtroke was given, ſhe whiſpered Mrs. Smith, and 
requeſted ſhe would permit him. to take his leave. 
at that junQure, and that ſhe ſhould receive. a- 


few lines from him that evening. Mrs. Smith 


aſſented, and the captain withdrew with much pre- 


cipitation. 


. enen i e 
This retreat was perfectly ſeaſonable; for no- 
ſooner did this poor lady in maſquerade reach her 


own lodgings than ſhe was ſeized with a ſucceſſi- 


on of fainting fits, which continued for ſome time 


and would infallibly bave diſcovered her ſex, bad 


ſhe not happily made her efcape, _ Poor Mrs. 
Swinbourn was at her wit's end with terror, | and 
grief. She did not dare to call any aſſiſtance, for 
fear of creating ſuſpicion, but adminiſtered herr 
thing ſhe could think of, in order to revive her 
She heartily repented their undertaking, as her 


lady's ccnftitution was too delicate to carry it 


through with propriety and becoming reſolution ; 
and was apprehenſive nothing leſs than a v 


fit of illneſs would be the "conſequence of the 
ſhock. her tender frame had now met with. At 
laſt, to the poor affe ctionate creature's unſpeak- 
abls ſatisfaQion, the good lady opened her fine, 
though languid eyes. Swinbourn, (ſaid ſhe, 
with infinite earneſtneſs) am I diſcovered? No, 


| madam, (retu1 1ed this faithful creature) notwith- 
. ſanding the m{rable terror and anxiety your diſ- 
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order threw m into, I forbore calling aſſiſtane, 
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a T would not for the world, by any imprudence 
or weakneſs, betray you to theſe people.“ 0 
Swinboürn, (replied Mrs. Clive) how ſalutary is 
the voice of friendſhip under my circumſtances! 
I thank God that you have been enabled to ad 
with ſo much caution and diferetion: but ſuch a 
trial have I. ſtood this afternoon, that I think 1 
may hereafter pretend to any encounter. Your 


maſter's affection for my little Spranger and his 


friends is. as ſtrong as ever. O how my poor 
heart has heen tortured by his expreſſions! I ſhall 
not much longer conceal myſelf, for I am weary 
of the cruel reſtraint this wild character lays me 

under, and the deteſtable diſſimulation T am ob- 
liged to practice. I promiſed to write to my lady 
this night, entirely forgetful of my unſuitable 
hand to my preſent habit; therefore I muſt diſ- 
patch you with a verbal compliment, and learn 
what I can with reſpect to my Frank, from her, 
horrid creature!“ Mrs. Swinbourn 'pror.iſed to 
do her utmoſt, and her lady having given her her 
leſſon, and being pretty well recovered, Mr. Ro- 


bert poſted away to his enamoured fair one. Mrs. 


Rachel received him in the kindeſt manner, and 
ſaid his maſter's viſit had occaſioned ſtorms and 
tempeſts, which would be ſcon over- blown; for 
her miſtreſs had determined, after this provocati- 
on, to withdraw all countenance and friendſhip 


ſrom the raſh, inconſiderate, rude man; and 


(added ſhe) I hope to ee him turned clear off to- 
morrow;' to make way for your maſter and the 
advancement of our tortune.” Mr. Robert re- 
ceived this mark of eſteem with fuitable gratitude, 
and raiſed Mrs. Rachet beyond herſelf, by de- 
ſcribing their future happy life: Mr. Robert, 
(laid ſhe) you certainly are very engaging ; this 
will indeed be happineſs; but I muſt tell you one 
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| ſecret; your maſter can never be my lady's hu 
band.?“ No! (replied Mr. Robert, affecting 
great aſtoniſnment;) what impediment ? © No. 
thing (replied Mrs. Rachel) but the lady's being 
already married, as I am witneſs to it: but this, 
you know, need be no bar to either my miſtreſs's 
kindneſs, or your maſter's generoſity.“ Very 
true, (returned Mr. Robert) and upon ſecond con- 
ſideration I don't know but we may make a great- 
er advantage of them this way than the other: 
but my deareſt creature, (continued he, I muſt 
get you to deliver a meſſage from my' maſter to 
Four lady immediately, or he will be greatly of- 
fended at my delay.“ Mrs. Rachel having en- 
quired what it was, Mr. Robert informed her 
that his maſter preſented: his beſt reſpects to Mrs. 
Smith, and begged her permiſſion to breakfaſt 
with her the next morning, having ſomewhat 
particular to propoſe; and likewiſe defired ſhe 
would oblige him ſo far as not to determine any 
q thing with reſpe& to the gentleman until they had 
|  ” talked it over. Mrs. Rachel, to ſhew her wil- 
lingneſs to oblige Mr. Robert, ſtep'd up immedi- 
ately, and delivered this meſſage: Mrs. Smith 
was in a pliant humour, and returned fo favoura- 
ble an anſwer, that the vaineſt expeQation could | 
not have been diſappointed. Mrs. Swimbourn 
had the pleaſure to find her lady's ſpirits recover- 
ed ſurpriſingly; which the encouragement ſhe 
met with to renew the viſit, contributed to en- 
creaſe: © my mind, (ſaid this lady) is invigorated 
to a great degree, and I cannot but flatter myſelf - 
we ſhall come off victorious. How will all m 
. ſufferings be over- paid by recovering that ineſti- 
mable jewel, my huſband's heart | which I doubt 
1 not will receive additional luſtre by the poliſh of 
*F adverſity. How inexpreflible will my ſatisfacti- 
on be, when I have a happy opportunity of diſco- 
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vering myſelf, to heal his anguiſh, ſave him from 
the rack of diſquiet, and reſtore him to his for- 


tune, friends, and peace!“ f 
In theſe agreeable reflections did Mrs. Clive 


ſpend great part of the night, in order to baniſh | 


the remembrance of her huſband's behaviour. In 


the morning ſhe aroſe with unuſual alacrity, and 


having paid due attention to the adorning her 
pretty perſon, ventured to Mrs. Rollinſon's with- 
out putting herſelf into a band-box. Mrs. Smith's 
features were not ſo perfectly compoſed as might 


have been wiſhed; for the captain had no ſooner 


retreated to his lodgings the evening before, than 
the had broke out with unreſtrained fury upon the 


aſtoniſhed Mr. Clive, and beſtowed ſuch execra- _ 


tions and opprobrious language 1 him, as re- 
duced him to a condition truly 


from her ſight for ever. But this frantic, un- 


2 wretch had the confidence and cruelty to 


clare, that if one fingle guinea would fave him 
from perdition, ſhe would not give it him, and 


threatened to arreſt him the next morning for his 


board, lodging and travelling expences; and add- 
ed, a jail was the fitteſt place for ſuch a wretch, 


guilty of the blackeſt ingratitude to his friends, 


is wife's deſtruQion, perhaps of both body and 
foul ; for ſhe doubted not but Mrs. Clive had 


courage to put an end to a wretched exiſtence, _ 


though he had not, and his child would live to 
curſe his memory for entailing diſgrace and chil- 
ling poverty on all its unhappy days. Mr. Clive 
was unequal to theſe bitter reproaches, and re- 
tiring to his apartment, threw himſelf upon the 
bed in fuch a heart-felt agony as can neither be 
conceived nor deſcribed. There this mercileſs 

Fp hag 


plorable. He 

endeavoured to remonſtrate with her upon the ex 
travagance of her rage, and offered, if ſhe would Ml 
beſtow ten guineas upon him, to remove himfelf \ 


* 


* 
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bag purſued him, and would: infallibly have driven 


1 


bim, by her unabated virulence! and perſecution; 
to ſome deſperate action, had not the captain's 


meſſage. moſt opportunely diſpelled her revengeful 


rage. She began then to apprehend that he might 
not be in a condition to make his appearance the 
next day, if the captain ſhould deſire it, unleſs 
ſhe uſed ſome method to heal the wounds ſhe had 
21 him: ſhe therefore in an inſtant caſt her 
(nake's ſkin and reſumed the ſyren, and going to 
the bed-ſidę, ſaid ſhe, © now that my too: juſt 
reſentment has a little ſubſided, I am come to in- 
vite you to partake a chearing glaſs to the forget- 


fulneſs of all your guilt and woe.“ Ihe poor 


fallen victim accepted her invitation. with pleaſure: 
« Give me (ſaid he,) but the means of baniſhing 
the cruel reflections that now torture me, and 

will bleſs your humanity.“ Wine was immedi- 
ately brought, and down they fat; but it had not 
the deſire effect with, poor Mr. Clive; his grief 
was ſtill predominant; he wept abundantly, and 


for a whole hour called inceſſantly upon his wife 


end child; but the kind Mrs. Smith did not fail 
plying him with this pleaſant opiate, until ſhe had 
fo far conquered both reaſon and nature as to have 
laid him in a ſtupified infenſibility. - She was not 
herſelf in a much better condition; and the captain 


waiting upon her at ſo early an hour as ten o'clock 


in the morning, ſhe had not effectually ſhaken off 


her nocturnal intemperance; ſhe, however, looked 


and ſpoke her beſt, in'order to charm her young 
lover, the raw boy, as ſhe called him to her con- 


fidante Mrs. Rachel. She aſſured the captain that 


| ſhe had entirely complied with his requeſt, in 


permitting that inſolent fellow to continue under 
her roof until this interview, and was willing to 


ſacrifice him to his reſentment, in whatſoever man- 
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ner he ſhould think propre. The captain extolled 
per generoſity and condeſcenſion to the ſkies, and 
begged, in return for her tranſcendent goodneſs, 

| ſhe would do him the honour to accept of a ſmall 

' -preſent he had ventured to bring, and was only 

concerned that it was fo unequal to her great me- 
rit; then preſented a ſmall ſhagreen caſe, whic 
contained a very gentcel necklace and ear-rings, 
which would almoſt have puzzled the lapidary's 
{kill to diſtinguiſh from honeſt jewels ; no won- 
der then that Mrs. Smith was deceived. 'This 
promoted the captain's ſuit beyond any other of- 
fering he could have made, as theſe gems in an 
inſtant ſparkled in the colonel, her huſband's 
eyes; ſo rapid was her imagination. The cap-- 
tain was ſenſible of the ground he had gained, and 
reſolved to improve it: Madam, (ſaid he) how 
extremel call 1 delight in adorning you with 

jewels of infinitely greater value than the fewI 


preſumed to preſent you with, merely for tbe | i 
5 of obſerving how their luſtre is ſurpaſſed ml 
by your incomparable eyes! Fou ſhall not have 


one wiſh ungratified ; for my fortune is ample 3 
enough to procure whatever is purchaſeable; a 
carriage, a black ſervant, in the genteeleſt man- 
ner, and livery ſhall attend you wherever you 
chuſe to make your appearance; nor ſhall your 
dreſs be inferior, in either taſte or expence, to 
the firſt ducheſs's in England.“ This wretch's 
heart felt a check to its exultatien, from the te. 
collection of her marriage; which ſhe now con. 
ſidered as a terrible misfortune ;'and'ſo-exceeding& . 
ly did this thought perplex her, las to be viſibſ> 
in her countenance, notwithſtandiig the" fe 
command the had over it in general?" . Vhy 
ſeem concerned, (ſaid the captain tepderly) may 
I not know the cauſe?ꝰ She aſſured him he Was 
miſtaken, but W RAia ſhe was affected 
e 0 4 


* 221 % 1 9 3 N : ; p fu P * * N 
* j OY Gd 4. os, eb 9 1 l * 15 
* * a ONES 4 * F LS, 4 1 83 * - 
0 1 2 4 2, PIE, EY 7 : FR 5 i 
1 * 5 * o 5 


80 FTT LIFE or 
with a ſudden pain, but it was gone off.“ Ma- 
dam, (reſumed the captain) may I be permitted 
to touch upon the ſubject of the gentleman in 
ueſtion?ꝰ Mrs. Smith gave him full permiſſion to 
desk his ſentiments, and aſſured him ſhe was ready 
to ſubmit his fate to his determination. The cap- 
tain, after making proper acknowledgments for 
the compliments ſhe paid him, ſaid that it was 
his opinion, that ſome little conceſſions muſt be 
made to pacify that violent man, and he thought 
it more eligible to part with a trifle, to ſilence 
his impertinence than blow it to a flame by a to- 
tal reprobation of him. Mrs. Smith ſeemingly 
acquieſced ; but it was not with ſo good a grace as 
might have been expected, for avarice was her 
ruling and infatiable paſſion. © If I might be 
'honoured, madam, (ſaid the captain,) with great 
deference to your judgment and inclination 1 
mention it, with the information of the nature of 
your connection with this gentleman, I could be 
a better judge how to proceed... N 
This was a heme puſh, and by no means re- 
liſhed by Mrs. Smith. Could ſhe acknowledge 
herſelf an abandoned wretch, to the man ſhe 
wanted to retain as her lover? it was a con- 
tradiction in nature. She judged it beſt to re- 
preſent Mr. Clive as culpable as poſſible: 
de This baſe fellow has innumerable. obligations 
to me; I faved him from the deſtructive jaws of 
a jail, by advancing a conſiderable ſum for his 
_ timely relief. He has ſome property in Ireland, 
and an inſtrument was executed, by which his 
cats became chargeable with an annuity of four 
 buadred pounds, as a recompence for the ſum I 
— diſburſed on his. account.” © Madam, (ſaid 
 thecaptain,) I preſume you would have no 0 
tian to relinquiſhing all claim to the eſtate of ſuch 
a worthleſs ungrateful wretch, for a ſettlement of 


double 
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double that income, liable to no exception or fa- 


mily connection. I dare believe, (refumed he, 
as Mrs. Smith continued filent,) that ſuch is your 
centeel ſpirit, that if you conſider the nature of 


the one offer, and the other, you will not heſitate 
2 moment which to give the preference to; in ac- 
cepting mine you would confer an obligation, 


in receiving the other you expoſe yourſelf to cen- 


ſure and infult. If you grant this one point to 
my tender regard for your own reputation, you 
ſhall hereafter have no reaſon. to repent your con- 
deſcenſion and obliging compliance. Mrs Smith 
would have evaded this propofal and have obtain 


ed the offer of the captain's ſettlement beſides, if 


both had been practicable, but as it was not, the 
moſt advantageous was always with her the moſt 
weighty conſideration, and the artfully made a 
merit of yielding the point. This man, ſhe faid, 


had received, in lieu of his four hundred pounds | 


a year, its entire worth as an annuity, but the cap- 
tain's offer would be making her the obliged par- 
ty, and was not conſiſtent with decorum. You, 
madam, (returned the captain with great gaiety,) 
muſt be too well acquainted with your own 
own charms, not to conſider every thi 
beſtow as mean and trifling in compariſon of them. 
I do not pretend to be diſintereſted; you are to 
make a more than an adequate return. I will give 


you intentions under my hand, and, fo ſoon 


as the lawyer's work is done, it ſhall be ratified 


by redemption. Excuſe me, thou unexampled 


neſs, (continued the captain, taking the la- 


y's paſſive hand,) but tell me, have you, or 
have you not, any other connection with thig 
man?” Mrs. Smith poſitively declared ſhe had 


not, for refunding the fhiners would have cut 
her to the ſoul. The Tat was unwilling to 
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preſs her too far at this donc, and only pto- 
* ſhould acquaint Mr. Clive 

that bis company was deſired in the afternoon, up- 

on buſineſs that would be very advantageous to 


poſed that Mrs Rachel 


© 


him. Tell him, (ſaid Mrs. Smith) that tho“ 


troubleſome.” “ 


A dinner was immediately beſpoke at the ta- 
vern; and Mrs, Smith and her captain were as 
happy as a good entertainment could render de- 


ſigning hearts uncertain of ſucceſs. The hour at 
length arrived which was to bring Mr. Clive to 


attend their commands, which he exceeded by 
three quarters of an hour. Mrs. Smith declared 


it as her opinion, that they ſhould never ſee him 
more. Hang him, (returned the captain) I'll 


anſwer for him he'll ſneak here by and by like the 
knight with the ſorrowful countenance. I told 
you ſo, Madam,” continued he, hearing him 


coming vp the ſtairs; and upon his entrance ad- 


dreſſed him with © fo, fir, I find you can be 


.punQual.” © Weak young man, returned Mr. 
Clive. Then, Madam, (to Mrs. Smith,) my 


buſineſs is with you: What is the grea t propoſa 


you 
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you have to make for repairing my ruined for- 
tune ??? „ You ſhall this day (replied Capt. 
8 Pain) receive ſuch ſatisfaction as willamaze you. 
2 What are your demands upon this lady? “ Mad 
2 ones indeed, (returned Mr. Clive,) for what 
can be expected from a bankrupt in virtue, for- 
tune, and honour.” . This ſtile but ill becomes 
you, (replied the captain ſternly,) henceforth, 
ſir, you are to conſider this lady as the deareſt part 
of me, on which account I would not have her 
liable to the ſmalleſt demand from ſuch a mortal, 
and am willing to reſtore you all your boaſted 
favours. “ Can you (interrogated Mr. Clive) 
reſtore me my peace of mind, give back my wife, 
and heal my wounded reputation ?? “ What 
can be done (replied the captain) I will undertake: 
firſt let me know our pecuniary obligations to 
you ?”* „ She has now (returned Mr. Clive) in 
her poſſeſſion a deed, by which ſhe is entitled to 
four hundred pounds a year, payable quarterly out 
of my eſtate, which ſhe obtained by. DO 
not begin again to rave, (interrupted the captain) 
from me ſhe ſhall have double that income Give 
it me, madam, (to Mrs. Smith,) and thus I will 
diſpoſe of it,“ tearing it in pieces. Then, Sir, 
. Mr. Clive,) What more have you te 
2 bes 8 8 I ; 2411 1 2250 5 
5 *Mrs. Smith's heart miſgave her at this inter- 
rogation; ſhe had now advanced too far to be 
able to recede : ner pretenſions to theſe fou. 
hundred pounds a year were totally deſtroyed ; 
and ſhould ſhe, by her ill- timed avarice, diſoblige 
her new lover, ſhe muſt inſallibly be ruined: but 
how to give them up was the trial, 
„Eight thouſand pounds (continued Mr, 
Clive) in caſh ſhe did defraud? ————*<. Take 
care, take care, (interrupted the captain a ſecond 
time,) I ſhall not pardon a relapſe into your for- 
mer 
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mer errors: ſhe ſhall poſſeſs ſuperior ſums, be 
_ decked with every produce of the Eaſt, and far 
outſhine that little luſtre your boaſted eight thou- 
fand pounds could have given her. Madam, (to 
Mrs. Smith,) can you rely upon my hgpour ? 
our future happineſs depends upon breaking off 
entirely with this wretch.“ NE. 7 

Mrs. Smith was vaſtly mortified, ſaid it was 
true ſhe had received that ſum, but that he had 
had his ſhare of it: two thouſand pounds were 
ſpent the reſt ſhe would reſtore at that gentle- 
man's requeſt, | | 8 
Whilſt ſhe went to fetch the bills, Mrs. Clive 
drew up a paper, by which ſhe engaged to pay 
her one hundred pounds a year during her natu- 
ral life, which he preſented to Mrs. Smith on her 
_ laying down the bills, which was done with ap- 
parent reluQtance, notwithſtanding ſhe had ſup- 
preſſed a fourth part under the falſe pretence of 
diſcharging the expences of their journey ; all 
which had fallen upon poor My. Clive, which 
had left him ſo bare. Take it, (ſaid the cap- 
tain,) and now. I hope we have waſhed our hands 
of you.” Mr. Clive replied, taking up the bills, 
that he had no farther demands, and added, 
but, fir, I am really ſorry that my deliverance 
cannot be purchaſed but by your deſtruction.” 
* You are kind, returned the captain with a 
meer. Then, turning to his miſtreſs, ſaid, “wel. 
come, my fair deſtroyer, But may I be allow- 
ed, fir, to aſk you, (giving Mrs. Smith a ſignifi- 
cant look,) now you have received ſuch ample 
ſatisfaction, how you deſign to diſpoſe of yourſelf 
for the future? © Moſt freely, fir, (returned 


Mr. Clive) I will immediately depoſite all I. 


\ Have received in the hands of a friend, and never 
think of enjoying either reſt or peace until I am 
_ reconcile to my mjured- wife.” And does 


all Fr - 


* 
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your happineſs depend on that event “ interro- 


gated the captain. As certain as my life 


dwells in me, (replied Mr. Clive.) „Then 


find her, here ſaid Mrs. Clive, caſting off her 
wig. O my Frank, this is too much for me“ 
« Kind heaven, I thank thee ! (cried Mr. Clive) 
I now recolle& that well known face, but dare 
not look upon it.” Mrs. Smith was almoſt pe- 
trified with aſtoniſhment, but, recovering her 
rage ſooner than her reaſon, the cried out, l 
am abuſed, cheated, undone : give me my things 
again.” © No, madam, replied Mrs. Clive ; 
you have only reſtored them to their right owner, 
nor are you ſo far deceived as you perhaps ima- 
gine ; for the laſt paper 1 gave you for one hun- 
dred pounds a year is real, and may it anſwer the 
deſired purpoſe : it is an income better ſuited to 


your extravagance than merit; but I was deter- 


mined, if E ſucceeded in this great attempt to 
place you above neceſſity or temptation to vice. 
J will furmſh you with ſuch authors as will both 
inſtruct and encourage you in reforming of your 
miſpent life: you have abundant matter for re- 


morſe and deep contrition: you might deceive 


me were I to watch your progreſs ever ſo circum- 
ſpectly; therefore the only care I ſhall beſtow 
upon you is, that your income ſhalt be duly paid, 
and reſt ſatisfied with the goodneſs of my inten- 
tion; (then turning from her, with the tender- 
eſt look and accent, ſaid,) O my huſband. I 
„ am amazed at your proceedings, (faid Mr. 
“ Clive, with a faultering voice.)“ “ © How 
greedily, ſaid Mrs. Clive, did that unhappy wo- 
man ſwallow the barbed hook I had prepared, 


My ſcheme was unpremeditated, and executed as 
ſoon as formed: my ſucceſs is a proof that there 
are 'certain periods when the moſt ſubtle may be 


% 


overreached. My youth, my dreſs, conſpired - 
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to gain my point: but what a trial (continued 
this lady) have I undergone to ſee that dear face, 
which my fond heart had ever doated on, diſtort- 
ed with guilt, ſhame, and remorſe! I had but 
one ſupport ; I found you loved me ſtill, and that 
alone flattered me with the pleaſing expeQation 
of ſtill obtaining happineſs. How can the path 
ot vice be reckoned flowery ? I am ſure you, my 
love, have not found it ſo. But let us leave this 
houſe, and haſten to cure poor Charlotte of her 
ſufferings on our accounts, ſhe has a gentle ge- 
nerous heart, and is, I am certain, deeply affect- 
5 on the occaſion of our abſence; I ſhall happi- 
y baniſh all her cares, and bleſs her eyes with 
my return; we'll kill the fatted calf, my pro- 
digal convinced, reformed, reſtored, will give 
| us joy unſpeakable 5- thus Lreceive you, extend- 
ing her arms.” ** O my life, returned the hum- 
bled huſband, how could I be fo vile as to forſake 
and abuſe fo amiable a woman; what a contraſt ! 
looking at Mrs. Smith, who had thrown herſelf 
into an eaſy chair, ſwelling with revenge, envy 
and rage, that wretch is a diſhonour, you an or- 
nament to your ſpecies.” “ We muſt not be 
ſevere, faid this charitable lady, perhaps I am 
more indebted to my happy education, than to 
the real diſpoſition of my corrupt nature, that I 
am exempt from vicious practices, and I acknow- 
ledge I feel more compaſſion than deteſtation for 
the wicked author of the miſery I have experi- 
enced, and ſhall receive infinite ſatisfaction from 

her ſincere reformation. I ſuppoſe, madam, it 
will be needleſs to enjoin you ſecrecy in this affair, 

as you have ſo little either to complain or boaſt of, 
and, if you do not reje& my advice, TI have ſaved 
vou from deſtruction: I will inſtantly diſcharge 
my lodging, and, whiſpering Mr. Clive, let me 
find you at the George and White Hart in Al- 
8 . = derſgate- 
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derſgate-ſtreet, ſo ſaying ſhe again put on her 
wig, and abruptly  quitted: that room and lady 
ſhe had entered and addreſſed with ſo much cere- 
mony. Mr. Clive followed her down ſtairs, and 
immediately repaired to the appointed place. Mrs. 
Clive; returned to her lodging, and ringing ha- 
ſtily. for Swinbourn, potred forth the pure and 
generous raptures of her heart; ſhe related every 
particular to the aſtoniſt ed maid, and ordered her 
to procure a dreſs for her toi return to the inn ſui- 
table to her ſex, the lodging was immediately diſ- 
charged, and a coach was called, into which the 
captain ſtepped with great alertneſs, and driving. 

to Mrs. Swinbourn's ſiſter maſk'd, was conducted 
into a room, and accom.nodated in a ſhort; time 
with a genteel diſhabille. Mr. Robert, accord- 

ing to his maſter's example, reſuming the proper 

attire and perſon of a female. They then put 
themſelves into another carriage, which Mrs. \ | 
Clive found a very tedious conveyance to the ob- 
jeQ of her affection and wiſhes, who ſhe was ap= _ | 
prehenſive might be uneaſy and impatient at their _ 
delay; their creeping; pace, however, at laſt, 

e brought them to their deſired haven, and relie- 

n ved the heart of this mortified repentant huſband 
0 
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from abundance of groundleſs anxieties. Mrs. 
Clive forbid him ever repeating one tittle of the 
a paſt, and declared he poſſeſſed her unabated love, 


T and earneſtly requeſted the might never have her 

i- newly recovered happineſs interrupted by unne- 

n ceſſary painful recollections. She then preſented 
it Mrs. Swinbourn to her maſter, telling him ſhe 
r, had aQted the part of their common friend in the 


f, humble diſguiſe of Mr. Robert, the profeſſed ad- 
4d mirer of Mrs. Rachel. Mr. CliveTaid, he ſhould 
re ever retain a grateful ſenſe of the ſingular ſervice 
je ſhe had done them, and ſhould take ſome future 
opportunity of making her ſome re Je 
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of his fatal acquaintance with Mrs. Smith, and ” 

produced her two artful lettc:s to corroborate his 2 

relation. Mrs. Clive gently blamed him for his Pp 

want of confidence in her, and flying his friends 1 

on ſo ſlight an account, and informed him in her 10 

turn, how ſhe obtained her knowledge of his un- 1 

happy error; after which they once more con- th 

gratulated each other on this fortunate event and ir 

bleſſed reſtoration. Mrs. Clive then wrote the th 
following lines to her ſiſter to put a period to her 

unhappy ſuſpence. 2 . 0 

: * £ Dear Charlotte, . IG. | 2 ns 

elt would be highly ungenerous to omit put- m 

c“ ing a period to that kind concern, I am confi- ſy 

“ dent you fuffer on our accounts; I am truly vice - ar 

„ torious, my journey is compleatly anſwered, R 

“ and I ſhall preſent my dear Frank to you and di 

* his good couſin, as amiable as ever; I will not er 

3 inform you of particulars until our happy in 

C e meeting, which, if the winds and waves prove . 

4 -< propitious, ' will, be within the enſuing month. cl 

J am in high glee, and have now leiſure to in- e: 

< dulge many ſuſpicions concerning your heart, p 

w which I doubt not has betrayed by this time d 

& ſome tender ſuſceptibility of your couſin Frank's a 

< merit; but I hope you will have too much friend- u 

6e ly conſideration for us your relations, not to cut b 

* us out of the ſatisfaction of railing Charlotte Clive ſe 

s in her maiden ſtate, in thatabundant degree her f 

former dull infenſibility deſerves, but let your n 

& condition be whatioever it may, I ſhall ever con- t 

s tinue with unfeigned ſincerity, _ 0 

e £ Yours, my deareſt ſiſter. 

F PTR WRIT WES $7 Y 
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Mx. FRANCIS CLIVE. 89 
'This letter diſpatched, this happy pair deter- 
mined moſt affectionately to quit London the 
next day, and repoſe themſelves ſome ſhort time 
at St. Alban's before they proceeded on their 
journey, the agitation of their minds having ren- 
dered them both unfit for travelling. This re- 
ſolution was put in execution the next morning, 
and they engaged places in the Cheſter ſtage for 
the Monday following, as more private than a 
chaiſe, having many places to paſs through where 
they were liable to be known. 7 Tp 

We muſt now look back upon Mrs. Bliſſworth, 
(Mrs. Smith no longer) who we left in a very un- 


eaſy ſtate of mind, in an eaſy chair; ſo certain : 


it is, that our bodies may. be comfortably accom- - 
modated without our minds receiving either plea- 
ſure or ſatisfaction. No ſooner had Mrs. Clive 
and her huſband taken themſelves off, than Mrs. 
Rachel officiouſly preſented herſelf before her la- 
dy, having diſcovered by the application of her 
ear to the key hole of the dining-room door an 
imperfect knowledge of this ſurprizing accident. 
Mrs. Smith lifted up her dejeQed head on the 
creature's approach, and broke out into horrid 

exclamations againſt her evil, or, to uſe her own 
particular expreſſion, deviliſh ſtate. I am un- 
done, ſaid ſhe, Rachel, the tears of rage and diſ- 
appointed avarice flowing moſt plentiful, I am 
utterly overreached and ruined ; how could we 

both (willing to divide her ſhort ſighted error) be 
ſo egregiouſly impoſed upon by the ſhallow arti- 

tice of a female and her ignorant maid. Now 
muſt I return to Colonel Bliflworth, after all my 

toi] and induſtry with only the miſerable pittance 
of one paultry hundred a year, and an undiminiſh- 
ed two thouſand pounds; I faved that out of the 
fire by my ſeldom failing hypocriſy, but I think I 
will no longer truſt to it, but endeavour to _ 


— : \ 
„ Tn LIFEor | 
bliſh a fair reputation on my alliance to a man of 
_ the colonel's undoubted conſequence : I find my 
brain begins to glow again at my unpardonable 
.credulity,. to.. be cheated of fix thouſand pounds 
and an handſome annuity, ſo hardly attained as 
this was, is a reffection I cannot bear; bring me 
my remedy for every evil, my friendly balm of 
peace, and much te be deſired, though loft, 
tranquillity. Rachel immediately ſupplied her 
miſtreis with her wanted reſources in caſes of diſ- 
appointment; of which having adminiſtered 2 
couple of honeſt jills, her ſpirits were ſomewhat 
Teſtored : © it is pity, faid the abandoned wretch 
with a ſneer, that the good lady, ſo well qualified 
to preach repentance, and renunciation of vice, 
ſhould be confined: to petticoats: had ſhe but a 
Toſtram to. mount in a pariſh well ſtored with ſu- 
eee maids and widows, how would ſhe | 
mine ] ſhe preached repentance to my callous WI © 
heart, backneyed in vice, and repugnant to vir- Ml fl 
tue: does ſhe imagine that this work depends up- jou 
on the will? can a creature, who, by daring to I U 
' renounce. all laws divine and human, was arrived 1 
to a confirmed ſtate of iniquity, at once bring her Ml '? 
ſtubborn knee to bend in humble contricion ? can ft 
me eye of luſt be reſtrained, and with purity of Ml * 
intention turn up to that Being ſo often defied, * 
profaned, nay denied, except in ſickneſs and n 
danger? No; prayer is for the juſt, the ſoftened BMW. * 
heart; mine never knew to pray, nor will I fink 
into ſuch ſoft effeminacy, as to be ſtartled or 
checked by that bugbear,” called conſcience.” 
She ſpent the evening in theſe horrid reflections, 
which, notwithſtanding her daring lips gave ut- 
terance to, her heart by no means concurred with. 
She diſcharged Mrs. Rollinſon's demands, and 
Rachel was ordered to engage places in the Cheſ- 
ter coach in order to convey them to the colonel: 
0 8 unfortunatel) 
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Mx. FRANCIS CLIVE. of: 
unfortunately this creature happened to take ſeats 


in that very carriage Mr. and Mrs. Clive had pre- 
engaged theirs, and on Monday morning Mrs. 
Bliſworth. and the poor dejected Rachel once 
more quitted the great metropolis. They had 
one companion, a plain honeſt mechanic, who 
as heartily deſpiſed the lady's gay diſpoſition, as 


the lady did his ſimple garb ; they rumbled on, 
. iffatisfied on all ſides, particularly the intriguing 


chambermaid, who could not get the better of 
her mortification at loſing her lover and flattering 
proſpects until they reached Barnet, where, on 


their re-entering their vehicle after breakfaſt, they 


were joined by Mr. and Mrs. Clive and the faith- 
ful Swinbourn. Mr. and Mrs. Clive's aſtomſh- 
ment was not inferior to Mrs. Smith's, and ſeem- 


ed to threaten an uneaſy pong ; but Mrs. 
good- ſenſe and goed- nature 
exerted themſelves on this occaſion; and ſhe diſ- 


Clive*s never failing good-ſe 
played a character to Mrs, Smith ſhe never be- 
fore had the leaſt conception of. The worthy 
trader was charmed with her affability and ſweet- 


neſs, and her huſband diſcovered new beauties in 
this amiable woman's diſpoſition. At the nent 


ſtage ſne took Mr. Clive aſide; my dear, ſaid 


ſhe, our being caſt into this woman's company is 
really unlucky, but do not let it depreſs your ſpi- 


rits, it is the chance of this kind of travelling, 


and had we not known this woman for what ſhe 


s, perhaps we might have been pleaſed with her 
company and converſation ; ſhe is intitled-by the 
rules. of humanity and the travellers privilege. to 
civil; treatment. I would not oppreſs her more 
than I amy perſuaded ſhe is from her own.conſci- 
ouſneſs of guilt and. unworthineſs : let us con- 
vince her that our happineſs: and difpoſitions are 


out of the reach of ſuch contingencies, and nei- 


ther be too. condeſcending, nor too auſtere: in our 


e behaviour, 
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behaviour, her own reflections will be a ſufficient 
puniſhment.” Mr. Clive filently acquieſced to 
his wife's propoſal, and they re-entered the pub- 
lick parlour with obliging and tranquil counten- 
ances. Mrs. Smith's diſtreſs was really pitiable 
her down-caſt eyes wandered from plate to plate 
for amuſement, not daring to uplift themſelves 
to perſons ſo highly injured ; the man of trade, 
unconſcious of fear, as unconſcious of guilt, en- 
Joyed himſelf at large, as was apparent from his 
keen appetite, and ' honeſt confidence; he was a 
great patriot, daily regaled himſelf with the print- 
ed accounts of national affairs, and loyally toaſted 
his king and country, as regularly as his meals; 


iin reference to which true Britiſh maxim, he fil- 


led his bumper at dinner, and gave his toaſt, no- 
thing doubting, in which he was unreluQantly 
pledged by the whole company. Mrs. Smith's 
voice was hardly articulate, but ſhe did conform 
to the humour of the company in order to fave 
appearance in the eye of the till then diſregarded 
ſtranger. © Come, madam, ſaid Mr. Prince, 
(the grocers name) you are very ſhy in your ad- 
vance ; it is true you have paid the hs ps 
pliment to the company's toaſts, but not 


given us one of your own. What, added he, eve · if 


ry one is free; a ſtage-coach, like death and a 


maſquerade, levels all diſtinQtion.” Mrs. Smith 


endeavoured to decline this hearty gentleman's 
propoſition, but he perſiſting in his importunity, 
ſhe was at length prevailed upon to propoſe Colo- 
nel Bliſſworth. * Do you know that eee 
madam, interrogated Mr. Prince, with ſome impa- 
tience ? I do, ſir, replied his gentle lady.” 
«© Then, by George, you know a wotthleſs fel- 


lou, retorted Mr. Prince, but he has been met 


with, within this twelve-months paſt, by an art- 
ful caſt-off of ſome body's, who accidentally bees 
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ol yelling with him five days in this very coach, had 
- the {kill to impoſe herſelf upon him for a woman 
of fortune, married him at their arrival at Cheſ- 
le ter, and then ſet off triumphant with her ſiſter in 
e iniquity, in the character of her ſervant for Ire- 
land, under pretence of ſettling and receiving her 
e, fortune ; and thoꝰ both have never ſince returned, 
be was inquired after in Ireland, by the name ſhe _ 
is i gave herſelf to the colonel, of Pinkney, as well as 
a the one he had given her a claim to of Bliſſworth; 
t-M but never could hear any tidings of her, except 
ed indeed that a perſon, extreamly like her, had 
been ſome months in 7 a by the name of 
|- Bl Smith, by the maſter of a Briſtol trader, and af- 
„ terwards returned to Dublin, and ran away with 
a gentleman of family and fortune, whoſe name 
have forgot“. „ | 
ml Mrs. Smith was in the greateſt confuſion ima- 
e kginable at this account; which the grocer percei- 
eving, ſaid “ I am ſorry I have hurt you by ſpeak- _ 
e, ing. ſo unfavourably of your friend; but if you , Jy 
d- really can efteem ſuch a man, you would oblige i 

n- I both him and me by informing him, that if he 
ot does not pay me my two hundred pounds which he 
e: borrowed of me, in conſequence of, and upon 
a i the thought of this extraordinary match, I ſhall 
th convince him that a plain tradeſman is not to be 
's  over-reached by a half-pay colonel, Mrs Smith 
J, © thought the beſt thing ſhe could do was to feign 
o- herſelf ill, and remain behind : fo, riſing from 
u, i table with ſome precipitation, ſhe pretended to 
a. run up ſtairs haſtily, and tumbling down, affec- 
ted to have ſprained her ancle to ſuch a degree as 
l- I to impede her journey. This was joyful news to 
et Mrs. Swinbourn, who had been in a very diſa- 
't» If greeable fituation, with her companion Mrs. 
a- Rachel; for ſhe was neither fo charitable, pati- 
ent, or forgiving, as her miſtreſs, Mr. and _— 


a 


OY 
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Clive were by no means affected at the: loſs of I bi. 
their companions, and the remainder af their Uf 
journey was not a jot leſs agreeable. The colo. P! 

nels, lady was in rueful plight; “ Rachel, fav 

ſhe, all my happy days, I fear) are at an end; 1 

Old Scratch is now paying me off ſome grudge] le 

notwithſtanding all ihe good ſervaces I have done * 

him; but ſurely! the two thouſand pounds E ſhal 
bring this ſhabby, reduced, extravagant, wes. 6" 


ther-beaten colonel, with the addition of my hun- I lu. 
dred pounds annuity, will ſecure us a; tolerable re- 1 
cg ption; but ſhould I ever again be ſeen; by this ©! 


rought-hewn trader, I ſhould be blown up, in Il <2 
ſpice of all my plots: and arts: foreſight and con- 
trivance are a-vaſt-deal, but when we have done 
Nu (ſaid ſhe,) a ſingle operation of chance il ** 
hall deſtroy it; which we could have no concep- 


tion or apprehenſion of till actually come upon us.“ 1. 
| They, waited at the inn two days for a conveyance, to 
WAH proving empty, they had an heavy, melan- kl 
choly. journey, as Mrs. Bfiſſworth, agreeable to of 


ber own calculation, ceaſed to exiſt, When de void 0 
of company. They quitted Cheſter immediately, IM ? 
to avoid the evil eyes of Mr. Prince, and taking f f 
up their reſidence at Holywell, Mrs. Bliſſworth, . 
wrote a very kind, ſubmiſſive and dutiful letter to 7. 
the colonel, informing him of her return, and 
begging to ſee him. The colonel was of too gen- 4 
_ tlea natuge. to refuſe a lady's requeſt, eſpecially A 
one from whom be: flattered; himſelf he ſhould be 8 
ſupplied with ſome ſeaſonable ſums, having expend- 
ded all ſhe had;eniruſted him with, and involved 
himſelf four hundred pounds in debt. His mind was 
not of that delicate caſt to be over-nice with re- H. 
ſpect to the means his lady might have uſed to ob- I 
tain this reimburſement: ſufficient for him it 2 
was, that the ſhiners, were ready to ſoften the 


threatening brows of the tip-ſtaff ee M 
wrt 2 | : EE 


* 


upon her incontinently, and was agreeably ſur- 
prized at being made maſter of a larger ſum than 

he had ever before poſſeſſed. With due conſide- 

ration for the annuity, he conveyed her with 
joyful heart to his.” good friend, Mr. Owen; 
where they ſpent a fortnight, merely to convince 
the world he had improved his fortune, and 
given himſelf a better title than ever to treat the 

juſt demand of the induſti ious tradeſmen with in- 
ſolence 2nd, neglect; for he had the audacity to 
ſlip the country without paying one debt he had 
contracted. They returned to [;ondon, and put- 
ing their nable heads into a ſmall, but neat, ha- 

bitation, they were ſuch good oeconomiſts as to 
make the colonel's half- pay, pieced out with his 
lady's annuity, in conjunction with ſome lucky 
ſhakes of his elbow now and then, to ſupport a 
tolerable appearance, keeping Mrs. Rachel as an 
upper-ſervant, a cook, and a footman. But 
broils and diſſenſions were ſoon the conſequence 


of this re- union, the colonel loving money, his 


lady her bottle with equal exceſs of paſſion: the 
colonel was ever boaſting of his great family; his 
lady of her fortune: he threw out ſeveral innu-/ 


endos concerning the legakty of its acquiſition. 


Theſe diſputes al ways produced a ſeparation ;/ the 


colonel flew to the dice-box, his lady to her cor- 
dials; of which ſome times before his return ſhe! 
would have taken fo plentifully, that his head was 
frequently ſaluted with the empty bottle. He 


was reſtrained from returning theſe kind compli- 
ments by a tender regard for the hundred pounds 


a year, which depended merely upon her life. 
His meekneſs and forbearance upon theſe occaſi- 


ons would to a ſtander-by, that was unacquaint- 


ed with the ſecret ſprings by which he was ac-: 
tuated, have appeared meritorious, even border-; 
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him from farther ridicule. He therefore waited 
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96 Tar LIE 
ing upon philoſophy; but a view of his heart 
would not have been equally advantageous for 
One day, as he was making ſome ſerious re- 
ffections upon his wife's ungovernable ſpirit, it 
occurred to his imagination, that poſſibly, if he 
could obtain a reconciliation with his brother-in- 
| law, Capt. Seymour, his fortune might give 
him ſome greater conſequence in his lady's eyes. 
Accordingly, he wrote, without Mrs. Bliſſworth's 
knowledge or conſent, a very penitential, nay, 
even ſervile, epiſtle to the captain, begging of 
him to prevail upon his ſiſter to pardon a tranſ- 
greſſion which had been ſucceeded by many years 
of repentance and ſincere mortification. He 
then ſet forth the [perſonal accompliſhments of 
this lady, her genteel fortune and education, and 
begged that they would fave him from incurring 
her bad opinion and contempt, by being lighted 
by ſuch near relations; and if his happineſs was a 
matter of indifference to them, he intreated that 
a-»woman of merit might not ſuffer in the peace 
and ſatisfaction of her mind, by concluding from 
their negle& of him, that ſhe had made an un- 
worthy choice. Mr. Seymour was vaſtly ſurprized 
at the receipt of this letter, as it was the firſt ap- 

plication the colonel had made in ſeveral years. 
He communicated the contents to his wife, who 
_ ſubmitted this requeſt entirely to her huſband's 
determination, but declared ſhe could never 
eſteem him as a brother, as the evil he intended 
her was of fo deep a dye; but (added ſhe, ſmi- 
Ling) I muſt confeſs I am infinitely obliged to him 
for the felicity I enjoy in ſharing your valuable 
heart and. affluent fortune. He has advanced 
an excellent plea, for I would accede to every 


thing within juſtice and propriety, to either pro- 


mote or eſtabliſh conjugal happineſs. 
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The captain having obtained this more than 
half compliance from his lady, wrote the colonel 
a very genteel letter, congratulating him on his 


„ nuptials, and promiſing to take an opportunity of 
it paying his reſpects to his lady; but as Mrs. Sey- 
e Wl mour was far advanced in her pregnancy, was 


afraid he muſt defer it to a later day than he 


„e could wiſh, dut hoped Mrs. Bliffworth would ac- 
s cept the intention as kindly as the performance. 
's WM The coloftel was quite elated at this unexpected 


y, | ſucceſs, and with much military, puffing and pa- 
of rade read their letter, and commented upon the 
if- contents to Mrs. Bliſſwortk, who was not a lit- 
irs tte pleaſed, as the flattered herſelf ſhe ſhould. by 
Je I this means enjoy the pleaſure of a fine agreeable ex- 
of cut flo. But even this deſired ſueteſs did not an- 
nd wer the poor colonel's expectations and wiſhes, 
ng ſor Mrs. Bliſſworth every day gave herſelf up 
ed I more and more to the fhlocking vice of drinking, 
s and always'in her fits carried ſo high an hand, 
hat that the'peateable warrior did not date to oppoſe 
ace her in one of her unreaſonable and ridiculous in- 
om N clttations. Rachel, to reconcile herſelf to the 
an- reprbachful appeltation of antiquated irgin, and 
zed I perpetual! ſervitude, had ſuffered herfelf two or 
ap- three times to try the much extolled efficacy of 
ars. her lady's opiates; and finding them perfectly 
cho | anſwer the exalted deſcription Mrs. Bliſſworth 
nds hed given of their virtues, ſhe ſoon became as 
yer much attached to this practice as her miſtreſs, 
ded IN 21d whenever the cofonel kindly removed bimſelt 
mi- 0 give themla fair opportunity, they joined hand 

im to ft, with ſüch vigorous perfeverance, that the 
able poor cobbonel's half-pay was hardly ſufficient to 
iced anſwer this ſingle expence. | 
very In this ſtate of body and mind we will with the 
pro- reader's pertniſſton, leave this worthleſs tribe to 

conduct the reuriited pair to thelt bwn habitation in 

The Vol. II. 1. Dublin. 
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Dublin. They arrived at Cheſter tolerably free 


from fatigue, and highly pleaſed with the open- 
neſs and probity of their fellow traveller's diſpo- 
. ſition : they begged he would favour them with 


his addreſs, and promiſed to recommend bim to 


the cuſtom of ſome of their Engliſh friends. They 
continued but one night at Cheſter, and taking 
a chaiſe, in two days reached the Head, and found 
all the packets on that, fide the water, the wind 


having remained in one point for three weeks ; | 


they were upon this account detained two days, 
and then the wind becoming favourable, they 
arrived at Dublin in à few hours, and were at 
their own: houſe before the letter Mrs. Clive ſent 
ber ine. 537 ts off {on adi 1 

Miſs Clive..was gone to the play, with her 
Couſin Frank and a couple of female friends. The 


ſervants were almoſt in raptures at their return. 
Miſs Charlotte and her couſin did not quit the 


pl.:y-houſe till ten o'clock, but were moſt agreea- 
bly ſurpriſed to find Mr. and Mrs. C 


+ ; 


8 


and Charlotte upon, ſuch, friendly terms? . (ſaid 


Mr. Cliyez) how comes this to paſs?!” ©, We 


may retort enquiries. (ſaid Miſs: Charlotte, with 
more pertneſs and propriety than kindneſs.””) 
«© Charlotte, congratulate me, (ſaid Mrs. Clive) 
and you, my couſin, cn my being once more the 
happieſt of women; nor ſhall I ever believe I have 
a real enemy, unleſs I meet with any perſon who 
wanld make unfavourable mention of this event 
which has reſtored my peace.“ 2 do rejoice 
with you moſt ſincerely, (returned this gentleman 
and Mits Charlotte at the ſame inſtant,) but may 
we not be informed of the happy means?” 
« What ſay you, my dear, (ſaid Mrs. Clive,) 
ſhall we, by way of amuſement, relate to theſe 
young tolks the par ticulars ol our adventures, Hf 


rpriſed.to find Mr. and Mrs. Cliye ſo uner- 
pe ctedly and h:ppily returned. What Frank 
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then caſt'a total oblivion upon them?“ “ With 
all my heart, (returned Mr. Clive), and may 
they make ſo good uſe of my fatal errors 
as to avoid ſuch, if ever they ſhould enter the 


marriage ſtate, as the worſt of evils.” © You 


muſt inform me, Charlotte, ſaid Mrs. Clive, be- 


fore I commence the relatign of our intereſting 


hiſtory, . whether you have adhered to my fepeat- 


ed requeſt in every circumſtance ?*? Miſs Char- 


lotte ſaid, ſhe had the ſatisfaction to aſſure her, 


that her brother's elopement had never got air, 


neither in the town nor their own family, and 


added, that her couſin Frank had been ſo induſ- 


trious and ſucceſsful in his endeavours to ſerve 


them, that he had found means to redeem her 


brother's eſtate out of the paw of the lion, and 
was now in actual poſſeſſion of it; this was a moſt 


grateful piece of intelligence, and they began to 
have a taſte of that pure and perfect felicity of 
which the wretch, Mrs. Smith, had been able to 
rob them only for a ſeaſon, and having ſupped, 


Mrs. Clive prepared to gratify the curioſity of her 


ſiſter and couſin. The various paſſions by which 
they were affected in the viciſſitude of theſe ad- 
ventures was depicted in lively impreſſions on 
their countenances. Miſs Charlotte declared, ſhe 
could not have coriceived that ſuch a wretch ex- 
ited in nature, and the merchant added, he had 
never heard of but one before, who was miſtreſs 
of ſuch deep. cunning and perfidy. | 


Ihe evening was far advanced before the wind- 
ing up of the narration, and it was judge} proper 


to poſtpone the concluſion until the next day; a 
bed was ordered to be prepared tor the n:erchunt, a 
conplia:nthiscouſin had heen too ſquenmuſhi (if de- 
licacy can deſerve that epithet) to mike him in her 


brother and ſiſter's abfence : they ail retired With 


looks replete with cordial friendſhip and efcern. 
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Miss Charlotte's heart underwent ſome little pal- 


pitation from the expectation ſhe had reaſon to 
entertain of her couſin Frank's intention of aſking 


her brother and ſiſter's conſent, as parents to the 


lovehy girl, to make her a tender of his honeſt 
heart; ſhe both feared and hoped ſhe was 
not miſtaken; for norwithſtanding it was no 
 ſeeret to her, that her couſin had poſſeſſed him- 


ſelf of her beft affections, :ſhe had objections in- 


numerable to change her condition; the natural 
inſtability and unfaithfulneſs of man's diſpoſition, 
ſagrificing-.her darling liberty, and bringing upon 
herſelf the weight and cares of conjugal prudence 
and parental tanderneſs; hut in reality the ground - 
work of all theſe material obje tions was the un- 
certainty, whether ſhe was right in her conjec- 
tures, with reſpect to the merchant's good opini- 
on of her, for ſo much deceit, and unexpected 
changes had ſnhe been witneſs of within the three 
laſt months of her life, as had reduced her almoſt 
to a ſtate of ſcepticiſm, in every particular. The 
merchant did not enjoy more tranquillity than 
Miſs Charlotte, ſhe had totally engaged his ap- 
probation and eſteem, and he had long reſigned 
his heart to her, but never had had an opportu- 
nity of diſcovering her real ſentiments of him; 
ſhe was either ſo lively, that he had no other 
chance than to be ſoundly rallied, or ſo feriouſly 
affected concerning her brother and ſiſter's fate, 
that the mention of love muſt have Ben totally 
unſeaſonable: He reſolved to declare his wiſhes 
to Mr. and Mrs. Clive the next day, and engage 
their intereſt to prevail upon the ſprightly, unſtea- 
dy lady to give him a patient audience for a quar- 
ter of an hour only; with this determination he 


compoſed himſelf, and had the ſtart of his couſin 


in the morning, ſhe having had no ſleep in the 
beginning of the night was not in a diſpoſition 5 
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| Ms. FRANCIS CLIVE. Tor. 
riſe early: Fhe . merchant had been but a few 
minutes. in the parlour before he was joined by 
Mr. and Mrs Clive, they having informed them-_ 
ſelves he had quitted his room: He took occaſion 
to recongratulate them on their re-ſtabliſhed feli. 
city, and added, with much meaning and emoti- 

on, but Madam, but my friend, you would not 
be the only happy pair, could you prevail upon 
my couſin Charlotte to bleſs me with her hand- 
What an extraordinary alteration does this gentle 

paſſion make in the features of your fex, ſaid Mrs... 


Clive, whether in a proſperous or uncertain fate; 


returned the merchant, (with fortie-confuſion 

I did not expect this obſervation from yqu . 

will make you ample amends, (replied Mrs. Clive) 
by undertaking your cauſe; you ſhall find me a 

warm advocate, as I have no conception, that ap- 
proving you, would be doing any violence to Char- 
lotte's inclinations.” © Ah! madam, returned 
the doubtful: lover, do not ſooth me with too fa- 
vourable expectations, which would only tend to 
aggravate my diſappointment, ſhould the lady 


J proteſt you are not the ſame man. Madam, 
; 


prove averſc,” Courage, courage, man, faid. 


Mr. Clive, for as I once in my life, faid upon a 
fimilar occaſion, none but the brave deferve the 
fair, I will ſound Charlotte's inchnations the firſt 
opportunity, and make a faithful report of my dif- 
coveries; thus far can I give you comfort, that to- 
my certain knowledge you have no prior prepoſ- 


ſeſſion to apprehend, for before your atrival in this 


country, I am confident her affections were in- 
tirely unengaged; but here ſhe is. Fhey break- 
faſted with unuſual expedition, in order that Mrs. 
Clive might reſume the thread of her narrative, 
which defire, as fhe read in their eyes, ſhe did 
not require the leaſt importunity to comply with. 
Their aſtaniſhment ebbed and fiowed in due pro- 

($5 E 3. portion, 


VT 
portion, until Mrs. Clive mentioned the ſtage 
coach adventure, and the name of Pinkney. 
* Now, madam, ſaid the merchant, inter- 
Fupting her, you have given me a clue by 
which I can {unravel the whole myſtery ; but I 
muſt take ſhame to myſelf, and am afraid incur 
the condemnation of this company, {glancing a 
look towards his beloved, ) for expoling the great- 
eſt impropriety of my whole life; in ſhort, ma- 
dam, addreſſing Mrs. Clive, I have been the fa- 
tal, though innocent cauſe of this family's inter- 
rupted tranquillity; he then related every particu- 
lar of his connexion with that creature, the rea- 
ſon of his ſhaking her off, and the deep artifice 
ſne had practiſed to acquire that information of 
his - boaſted. Iriſh couſin, to mark him down for 
ber prey, and purſue him accordingly.” Miſs 

Charlotte was highly diſpleaſed with him for 
this intrigue, and whiſpered to herſelf, there is 
no man commonly decent, no not one. This 
new diſcovery occaſioned new, amazement, hut 
ns accounted for the wicked wretch's/ſeleQ- 
ing Mr. Clive ſo particularly out for deſtruction. 
They expatiated a. conſiderable” time upon theſe. 
ſeveral events, without perceiving that Miſs Char- 
lotte had dropped them intirely, and opened not 
der mouth either in extenuation, or aggravation 
of the facts. Charlotte, ſaid Mrs. Clive, 
„ vill you not vouchſafe to favour us with your 
opinion; I think, returned ſhe, that this is a very 
licentious age, and that a man and a libertine are 
ſynonymous terms.“ Sententious Charlotte, 

aid Mis. Clive, but pray what has provoked 
your gentle heart to this confeſſion. ? ** Excuſe 
me, ſiſter, returned ſne, I would for many 
reaſons. decline being drawn out upon this ſubject, 
as my diſpoſition is ſevere and uncharitable at pre- 
ſent. Good girl, faid Mrs, Clive, 15 our 

| llence 


W en 463. 


fence has, I confeſs, ſome merit in it, as a fe- 
male heart would be very unamiable, diveſted of 
Way charity, and replete with maſculine ſeve- 
rity.” The time had elapſed inſenſibly with, their 
chat, and they found it high time to retire, to 
make ſome improvement in their appearance. 
Mrs. Clive had indeed ſomething more at heart 
than ornamenting her perſon, for which reaſon 
| ſhe diſcharged Mrs. Swinbourn from her uſual at- 
tendance, and begged her ſiſter's company in her 
drefſing-room. Miſs Clive was revolving all the 
ſtrange things in her mind ſhe. had juſt heard re- 
lated, but inſtantly complied with her fitter's re- 
queſt. 4 Charlotte,“ ſaid Mrs, Clive, © I have 
ſome particular buſineſs with you, and muſt there- 
fore deſire you to take a chair, and be for once a 
gracious girl?” Down ſat the lady without at- 
tempting a reply. I have taken upon me a 
commiſſion,” Nds Mrs. Clive, © which had 
I not depended on your ingenuous and candid dif- 
Poſition, ſhould, have dec ned; I hope I need 
not deſire you to förhear your Fay pranks with 
me, and that you would not by your fprightlineſs 
or prevarication miſſead me, but with the utmoſt 
ſincerity of heart anſwer me this plain queſtion, 
have you, or have you not, any partic cular favour 
or affection for our worthy coufin?® Ait Char- 
lotte's face was involuntarily over-fpread with a 
conſcious glow; guilty yi my word, added 
Mrs. Clive, how unnece ary all thefe idle fears 
and apprehenſions. © Siſter,” replied Miſs 
Clive, whatever good opinion I may have con- 
ceived for my coufin Frans, know that I abjure, 
_ matrimony.” I am extremely ſorty to hear 
it,” replied Mrs. Clive, with affe ed ert ouf- 
neſs; I did not imagine you, had ſo corrupt an 
heart, for Platoniſm is in theſe days an idle” pr- 
: tenſion.” ' Miſs Caarlotte was nettled; “ you 
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are very gay,” liſter, © returned ſhe, ** but] 
think im Ia 5 Charlotte, Taid: Mrs. 


9 in all probability this is the man * 
for you; ſubmit then to your deſtiny like a 
child, don” t believe you will ever meet be 95 
| unexceptionable. an offer. Yet this unexcepti- 
.onable offer, as you call it, fiſter, is in my opini- 
on a very exceptionable one: has not this ſame 
worthy creature been a. keeper, and that by his 
own confeſſion too? has he not tradden the de- 
_ teſtable paths of vice, and perhaps in 3; Wort time 
would relapſe into the ſame. errors. Char- 
latte, Charlotte, returned Mrs. — * with 
ſome warmth, if you perſiſt i in this ancharita- 
ble Gipoſtin, I wi I will ver again interfere in your 
concerns: far from approving, and would 
never becoms an advocate for the abandoned de- 
bauchee, but Frank had not then ſeen you, and 
ſpeaks of it as an error he repents of; we myſt 
not expect to meet with all e 1 and 
me e ee 150 Pe Cin e W 
empted from. evil. ive has 
been convinced of oe eee as well as 
guilt of ſuch criminal connexions, before he be- 
came an ko ap may FRY thay not will ſecure 
ainit an uture 1rr arities p 
xe, 04 but latel el = eee 
am I as much confirmed in my confidence and 
good opinion of him, as if. he had never gone 
aſtray: we muſt not, continued che, © enter 
any more upon this fubject, ag you- cannot con- 
demn. Jour couſin with fuch ſeverity, without fe- 
won deſpiſing our own brother and my huſband, 
which, is what * cannot be ſatisfied with, ; ſo, that 
if you have any e to droſn, don't let me 
| detain you, any: longer. nel. ſiſten,“? ſaid 
Miſs Clive, this 1 Is ablalute y turning ms out, 


buf you are ad I e bean your diſples7 


ſure, 


— 


Wen ird e eee eee eee een een 


kg " F 7 
* : 
Ea an 
: - 


Ma. FRANCES CLIVE. tos 
fire, and that by this means I muſt infallibly'be 
cofiquered'; you muſt do what you pleaſe with 
me, F think.“ Mrs. Clive's good-humour in- 
ſtantly returned. This will not do, Charlotte, 
that D wenn heart of yours ſhall fubmit'to- 
other eonceſſions before I enter again upon my 


undertaking; T would not urge you to theſe fa- 


vourable acknowledgements were yout lover pre- 

fent'; for I would be as tender of your delicacy: 
as my own, but to me you ſhall be quite un- 
maſked and ingenuous.“ Miſs Clive's ſeat grew 
nneaſy, ſhe heſitated, was ſilent, then ventured: 


to ſay to be fure ſhe never had a diſſike to him 


but Mrs. Clive appeared quite unattentive te her, 
and proceeded” in her dreſſing with great coolneſs 
and compofure'; Miſs was mortified at this neglect: 
* Indeed, ſiſter,” ſaid'ſhe, © you: are quite ih 


natufed?” Only a little revengeful; my ſiſter,” 


returned Mrs: Clive; you know you deſerve it, 
but it is in your own power to make me what 
u pleaſe.” *' Then; ſiſter, returned Miſs. 
Clive, * fince nothing leſs will ſatisfy you, know,, 
(here the made a full ſtop) © Know what, inter- 
rogated Mrs. Clive, why that break?” t no, 
reſumed miſs, that | really feel a greater de. 
gree of approbation for the man in queſtion than 
ever thought my heart was capable of; that if 
F could bring myſelf to the reſoſution of rendunc- 
ing my liberty, I ſhould not hefitate to make him 
2 preſent of it; that I believe him maſter of ma- 
ny excelfent qualities, but I will not yet become 
a wife. * © Notwithſtanding the ill! nature you im- 
puted to me in your wrath,” returned Mis. Clive, 
'© | will now ſpare you, provided you conſent to- 
receive your couſin as the man you inte ndl after a: 
due probation to honour, with your: hand: we. 
malt not be too precipitate, you know our com- 
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mon friend Mr. Spranger beſpoke a ſhare in that 
event, and I am of opinion deſigns you a hand- 
ſome preſent; we will not mention the tremen- 
dous name of matrimony until our return to Eng- 
land, which I think will give you a ſufficient 
time to yield at-diſcretion.” | Miſs Charlotte aſ- 
ſented to this propoſition, and hearing her bro- 
ther's voice decamped with great expedition to 
her own apartment. Mr. Clive en tered his wife's 
dreſſing - room, and enquiring concerning the ſuc- 
ceſs of her undertaking. I am viQorious,” 
replied Mrs. Clive, “ and believe I ſhall enter- 
tain not a mean opinion of my pdwer of perſuaſi- 
on for the future. My dear,” returned Mr. 
Clive, what your modeſty would call a vain 
eſtimation of your abilities in that reſpect, would 
be infinitely. inferior to your merit. How 
grateful is praiſe,” ſaid Mrs. Clive, ** from the 
object of guyr:;afefHons ; I feel all the vanity of a 
girl of fifteen about me, when complimented by 
that Bei ſhe is-endeavouring to captivate; but, 
my dear, added ſhe, I think it would be but kind to 
eaſe our friend's heart of its doubts and apprehen- 
ſions, by informing him that his miſtreſs is tolerably 
propitious; he will eat his dinner bothwith a better 
grace and better appetite. Mr. Clive went in queſt 
of him immediately, and hailing him, brother, 
acquainted him that he had now. reaſon to hold up 
his head, .fince he was high in the approbation 
and eſteem of the extreme ſenſible, clear- jud ing 
and eloquent Miſs Charlotte Clive. Couſin,” 
ſa:d the merchant, I am not pleaſed with you» 
treating a matter of ſuch tender concern to me 
with. fo. much levity ; but may I ſeriouſly hope 
fer my coulin's acceptance of me, and ſhall I 
receive a mare ſatisfactory confirmation of it from 
Your kind lady.” * Very well, Frank, this is a 
pretty declaration to an hufband,” returned Mr. 
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Mx. FRANCIS CLIVE. 107 
Clive, that his wife's veracity has moſt weight 
in your opinion.“ * She will not ridicule what 
is in itſelf ſerious,” : replied the merchant, nor 


has ſhe, I dare believe,” forgotten her own de- 


licate alarms and ſenſations when under ſimilar 


circumſtance, for that pure inclination, that can 


deſervedly come under the denomination of love, 
is the ſame in itscoperation in the male and female 


breaſt:?” Upon hearing the ladies go down ſtairs; 
they repaired to the dining parlour. Mrs. Clive's 
countennace had an uncommon archneſs in it; 
ſhe had not, in her opinion, amply, as ſhe/after- 


wards acknowledged, puniſned Charlotte, and 
therefore was determined to put it out of her 
power to teaze a worthy heart, by affected pre- 
varications and evaſions; for which purpoſe, ſo 
ſoon as ſhe entered the parlour, ſhe ſuddenly; 
ſeized the unſuſpecting Charlotte's hand, and ad- 


vancing to the merchant, ( fir? ſaid5ſhe, 4 re- 


ceive this lady as my gift, and judge of my fincere 
attachment to your happineſs and intereſt, hy the 


taking this early opportunity to promote the one, 


and confirm the other, and if my good wilhes 
can avail you, we ſhall be the happieſt family 
upon earth.? The merchant was ſo unprepared 


for this addreſs; and confirmation of his ſucteſs, 
that he was not able to acquit himſelt with that 


gallantry and politeneſs, which a heart,; leſs ſin- 
cerely affected would have ſhewn upon the o- 
caſion, but his real pleaſure and unfeigned affecti- 
on were evidently diſplayed, when he reſpectful- 
ly and ſilently received this ineſtimable preſent. 


Miſs Clive ſtared both, with contuſion and ſur- 
prize, but did not oppoſe her ſiſter's proceedings, 
and thus this grand affair. was in part determined, 
to the general ſatisfaction of all parties. Their 


whole thoughts Mere now turned to the proper 
diſpoſition of their affairs in that kingdom, as 


they 
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they - now inpatient to return. to 3 
| 'The ſale of the eſtate was foon'a 5 
: = advantage, and the merchant repaid ihe 
ms he had advanced; for the; redemption, They 
then wrote to Spranger Hall and: Elliot: Place ta 
inform them, that one more ſix wegs would: re- 
ſtore them to their friands and native countr5p 
They were under the: neceſſitj of: N recon 
their ſervants, except Mrs, Swinbourn, toj pre · 
vent their late Engliſh: excurſion, tranſpiring 
Thein houſe, andifurniture were diſpoſed of in a 
ſhort; time, and they embarked; for- England: with 
happy, proſpects and happy hearts. Mr; Clive did 
not fail to remember Mrs Swinbourn, he gave 
her:a note upon himſolf fat three hundred pounds, 
payahle on-damand, TNT RG nteretſo os live 
Nen cent: A. Abi | | 
Mr: Spranger e e * eee! 
Eliot Plane, as the timp approached for expert» 
ing them, in order to give his children, as he called 
them, the meeting, and diſcharge his dutiful boy 
from the obligation he would; otherwiſe think 
himſelf under of ſeeking him, not withſtanding the 
fatigue of his journey. He had the ſatisfaction 
of: ſucceeding; in his kind. intention, and when the 
coach ſtopped with theſe Jang: wiſhed: for, and 
long expected company, he ſnatched his little god- 
ſon out of. thernurſe's arms, and ran to meet them. 
God bleſs l God bleſs you, my children ſaid the 
good man, Yorke! ſoftened with pleaſure and, affec- 
tion at-the: ſight of them. This is, Liknow, the 
moſt pleaſing: L obsecd E could / preſent, halding up 
the-child; there, Spranger, ſaid he, there is yaur. 
father and mother The poor child was fright· 
ened at ſo many ſtrangers, and gave them, as Mr., 
Spranger phraſedi it, a very. bad reception, and 
yan r ne fome n 0 6 hep 
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Mx. FRANCIS CLIVE. 10g 
They arrived at Mr. Elliot's, without one un- 
eommon accident: or adventure, to the great joy 
of the whole family; the friendly terms that Miſs 
Charlotte and her couſin were upon, was not 
long a ſecret, and Mr. Spranger was highly: de- 
lighted:with the thoughts of acting a father's part 
by Mifs Clive. Was T not right, ſaid he, my 
young madam, addreſſing himſelf: to her, to de- 
cline the encouragement you gave me at a cer- 
tain time, I ſhould: not have practiſed ſo: much 
ſelf. deniab had I not known your inconſtant nature 
better than you. yourſelf did, when you fancied 
old age and youth could be rendered compatible: 
You muſt know, fir, continued: this old gentle- 
man, turning to the merchant, we have long had. 
this union lin our eyes merely from the whimſical 
inſenſibility of your lady eledt, and it was at my 
particular inſtance, and with a view to effect that 
purpoſe, as E conſidered you both as very deſerv- 
ing, that you received that ſtrong invitation to 
come among us, when you had taken your trip to 
Hamburgh; I was exceedingly mortified that 
you had out- run our deſigns, as you know-ſome- 
pretty Hamburgher might have thrown us quite 
out. Sir, ſaid the merchant, I was extreme- 
hy concerned at the accident that deprived me of 
the pleaſure I had ſo long: wiſhedifor,, anil expect. 
| ed to enjoy in this agreeable. company, but as: for 
| my heart it was: in no danger from foreign at- 
tacks. The Engliſn ladies had not only my pre- 
ference from thiat natural honeſt praiſe we receive 
in favour · of our own' country, but from a con vie- 
tion that na women are ſo capable of making an 
Engliſnman happy; as tlie foreign ladies are bred 
in ſuch diſagteeable extremes; either unreſtrained 
a degree of levity, or: under ſuch ſevere ro- 
icons, that they are:equallyi unſuitable o 
panions for a Britiſh ſpiritiꝰ Von · are right; 
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you are right, ſaid the good Mr. Spranger, I do 
not love foreigners myſelf, and ſhould have been 
forry you had made ſome choice of one, as ſhe 
could never have been ſo tar naturalized as to he- 
come one of us; beſides we ſhould have had that 
girl upon our hands for ever. I never had a no- 
tion of that novel phraſe, of kindred minds till 
now, but you two make me ſuſpect there is ſome 
ſuch thing, or how comes it that you ſo ſoon un- 
derſtood and preferred each other to the reſt of 
your ſpecies? that proverb is not without founda- 
tion, that ſays, marriage and hanging go by deſ- 
tiny, what ſay you, Charlotte, interrogated he.“ 
Jam of opinion, fir, replied Miſs Clive, that 
all human events are under the immediate directi- 
on of an over-ruling providence.” That is my 
meaning, interrupted the good man, by deſtiny, 
I mean providence, and by providence 1 under- 
| ſtand deſtiny, they are ſynonymous. terms; but 
when is this wedding to be, continued he, I love 
to bring things to a concluſion, there is nothing 
like taking time by the forelock,” Mrs. Clive 
replied, to relieve her ſiſter from the little em- 
baraſſment ſhe perceived ſhe was under, we will 
ſettle that point, ſir, with your leave, next week.“? 
«& Well, well, ſaid the old gentleman, I don't 
wiſh' to be too hurrying, but I remember, we 
effected a buſineſs of this ſort for my Frank and 
you with great expedition, and I did not perceive 
that you were either of you diſpleaſed. Young 
women are always ſhy upon theſe occaſions, and 
are obliged to any buſtling friend, that will exact 
theſe, in reality, willing compliances, with ſome 
kind of authority, and en violence to their 


inclination: I, though a bachelor, underſtand 
trap you ſee, this gentleman's honeſt heart was 
quite elated, and he had been induced on this 
happy occaſion to exceed: his general rule, by 8 5 
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three days when this viſit happened. Mr. Spran- 
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whole bumpers; ſo that he indulged himſelf in 


the utmoſt extent and elevation of friendſhip, be- 
nevolence and ingenuous communication of his 


ſentiments. The next day he inſiſted upon eſ- 
corting his newly arrived friends to captain Sey- 


mour's. I love, ſaid he, to ſurprize my acquain- 
tance agreeably; they have often enquired after 
you all, and are your very great admirers.” They 
readily complied with this humour, and all five 
putting themſelves into one carriage, Mr. Spran- 
ger quoting that ſaying, the more the merrier, be- 


ing really unwilling to loſe any of their company. 


They ſoon reached the captain's, but how great. 
was their aſtoniſhment and mortification, on be- 
ing uſhered into the dining- room, to behold the 
woman ſo odious to their ſight, Mrs. Pinkney, 
alias Smith, alias Bliſſworth, they concealed their: 
chagrin, as well as poſſible, Mr. Spranger was by, 


no means a nice obſerver, when he was unſuſpi- 


cious and theſe emotions eſcaped him, but Mrs. 
Seymour was perfectly ſenſible of it. It ſeems 
ſeveral civil epithets had paſſed between the cap- 
tain and colonel, but no invitation as Mrs, Blifſ-. 
worth had flattered herſelf, and ſne grew heartily 
tired of being confined to one ſpot ; ſhe there- 
fore inſiſted on the colonel's receiving an account 


of his ſiſter's lying-in, that he ſhould acquaint. 


them, that they would pay them a viſit, as Mrs. 
Bliſſworth was very deſirous of cultivating the 
nen and acquaintance of her ſiſter. There 
was no forbidding them, though Mrs. Seymour 
was by no means rejoiced at their intention. Mrs. 


Bliſſworth, notwithſtanding ſhe was well acquain- 


ted with the names of Spranger-Hall and Elliot- 
Place, did not know the county or ſituation of 
them, or ſhe would not have expoſed herſelf to 
this rencounter. They had been arrived only. 


ger 
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onderttanding that the colonel was Mrs 

mour's brother, gave him a-hearty ſhake by 

the hand; and ſaid, he ſhould be glad to be better 

acquainted with him, and ſaluted his. lady with 

great politeneſs, a compliment none of the an of 
| the company paid them. 

Mrs Seymour found her curioſity ona 
ty excited, and ſhe propoſed a walk in the garden, 
with an intention to ſeparate Mrs, Clive, and en- 
deavour to gain ai ſolution of this: affair; accord - 
ingly, ſhe found opportunity.“ Dear Mrs. 
Clive, ſaid ſhe, I muſt beſeech you to be inge- 
nuous in reſolving the queſtion Fnow take the li- 
berty of aſking you; do you know Mrs. Blif- 
worth? * Madam, reſumed Mrs. Clive, I muſt 
beg to be excuſed, I am forry it is nov in my 
power to oblige you; but you have it in yours to 
oblige me extremely, by never more touching 
upon N ſubject; if you regard your brother and 

ſiſter's peace, and the peace of our whole family.“ 
Mrs. Seymour was really concerned at this ex- 
traordinàry requeſt ; *© I wiſh, ſaid ſhe, this ren- 
counter had never happened: I: do affure you, 
their viſit is painful to me, for I have ſtrong rea- 
fons to difapprove the colonel; and as for his 15 
Feonfeſs F am not much prejudiced in her favour; 
they forced themſelves upon us, but they Malt 
not continue long. I hope you will pardon my 
inquiſſtiveneſs as you cannot but think it natural. 
They 2 the company, but Mis. Seymour 
was very tloughtfu]-and: ſerious the whole after- 
noon Mrs. Clive took an opportunity of hint- 
ing Mrs: Seymour's anxiety to her huſband and 
coal n, who! judged it beſt, to prevent this good 
zentleman and lady*s being further impoſed x ron 
by that wretch, to relate all the particulars to- 
them, ſo renewing their walk — 
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four retired to an alcove, and Mr. and Mrs. Sey- 
mour had this ſcene of iniquity laid before them, * 
to their mutual ſur prize and concern. The cap- * 
tain thanked the gentlemen for their candid he- 
haviour, and ſaid, ſuch a woman ought: not to be 
countenanced by any family, and that they would 
in two or three days, under pretence of making a 
little journey, ſend them back to town, never 


more to behold them, or have the leaſt connexi- I! 
- OMN with them. OT 5 81 | ; "I Bos | 
They ſupped in the evening, and Mr. Spranger 10 
renewed his cordial invitation of the colonel to his nn 
houſe, but he never had an opportunity of accept: 
ing of it, as his lady deſiring him, when they re- . 
tired, as the laſt proof of his regard for her, to re- i 
turn to London, he could. not, or rather, durſt 1 
not refuſe, nor did this propoſal meet with the 
leaſt oppoſition from the captain and his lady, IB 
who were heartily glad to be delivered from the * 


conſtraint they did themſelves in ſhewing the com- 
mon eivilitzg. 7 | 


Mrs. Bhflworth, on her return 0! town, fell 
into her old practice of drinking, with freſh vigour 
and reſolution, in which example ſhe was follow- 
ed by Mrs. Rachel; the colonel began to be de- 
ſpiſed; by her, and conſidered as an incumbrance. 
* Rachel, faid ſhe, one day, if I was but diſen- 
gaged from my red faced commander, I might 
yet make, ſome advantage of my perſon; I can 
perceive that time has made but fe traces in my 
countenance, notwithſtanding my irregular life: 
what means can we have recourſe io, to get in- 
tirely clear of him; I would he were under 
ground.” Rachel felt no warm attachment to 
her maſter, and therefore made no ſeruple io de- 
clare, that in her opinion it was no great matter 
what became of him and his half- pay: they ac- 
euſtomed themſelves ſo much to this W 
e „„ an 
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and refleQions, that one day, Mrs. Bliſpvorth 
was ſo hardened as to ſay, that if ſhe could fix 
upon a method of diſpatching him, which would 
not render her obnoxious: to the law, ſhe ſhould 
not heſitate a moment to put it in execution.“ 
„ Why, madam, returned the abandoned Rachel, 
what think you of a flow poiſon ? it would prey 
ſo imperceptibly upon his vitals, as to exempt us 
from every ſuſpicion.” Mrs. Bliſſworth immie- 
diately gave into this infamous propoſal, called 
Rachel her deliverer and better angel, and the 
colonel was inſtantly ſentenced to a living death. 
The maid from ſome certain piques ſhe had con- 
ceived againſt her maſter, had his deſtruction ſo 
much at heart, as to provide the inſtrument of 
death that very night, which was adminiſtered in 
a ſmall proportion in his breakfaſt next morning; 
he began from that day to be troubled with vio- 
lent diforders in his bowels, which was conſidered 
as an inflammation, and treated accordingly by his 
apothecary. He continued to grow worſe and 
worſe, and became, as his illneſs increaſed, very 
peeviſh and impatient, which was at laſt ſo into- 
ferable to- his wife and her handmaid, that they 
determined to deliver themſelves by one bold 
ſtroke, and impolitickly by one large potion, ex- 
1 that ſuſpicion, they had ever 
before eſcaped. he apothecary attending him 
an hour or two after this ill: judged doſe, found fo 
great an alteration in him, attended with ſymp- 
toms he did not underſtand, that he deſired a phy- 
ſician might be called, as he could do no more 
for him. Mrs. Bliſſworth ſhed ſome crocodile 
tears, and ſaid ſne was willing to ſubmit to what- 
ever he ſhould think proper, but for her part ſhe 
had more confidence in a ſkilful apothecary than 
a phyſician of ever ſuch eminence, as the know- | 
| ledge of the one was practical, the other: only ] 
Li. „„ | . ſpeculative. 
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ſpeculative. The apothecary reliſhed the com- 

liment very well; but ſaid, as in ſtubborn caſes 
it was uſual to call in farther advice, he begged 


he might be obliged, and a phyſician of his re- 


commending was ſent for- Fhe apothecary was 
an honeſt: man, though not the moſt ſkilfubin his 
profeſſion, but Mr. Cartwright the phyſician, 
whoſe aſſiſtance he always ſollicited, where the 
patient was not particularly engaged, was a man 
of ſound judgment, ſtrong underſtanding and ap- 
proved probity; he no ſooner caſt a look upon 
the dying man, than he took his friend aſide, 
under pretence of conſulting with him, and ſaid 
the patient was poiſoned, and even then in the 


agonies of death. Mr. Wilſon was much furpriſed, 
Let us, ſaid the phyſician, proceed with cauti- 


on, there has been ſome foul play, we muſt en- 
deavour to fix upon the party, which will certaip- 
ly be no difficult taſk by due obſervation.” He 
returned to the bee&frde,”took's chair and defired 

the lady would inform him of the partic ular man- 
ner in which the colonel was firſt attacked; how 
long this diſorder had been coming upon him? 
and what ſhe imagined it proceeded from ? Mrs. 
Bliſſworth was not prepared tor theſe interroga- 


tories, and gave a mighty lame and unſatisfaQory 


account of this illneſs. The phyſiciar fixing his 


eyes with deep attention on her face, madam, 


ſaid he, the colonel is poiſoned, cannot you ſuſ= 


pect what wretch has been guilty of the horrid 


crime?“ Mrs. Bliſſworth to conceal the agitati- 
on ſhe was under, affected to faint away in hopes 
they would impute it to the ſhock ſuch an infor- 
mation muſt be ſuppoſed to give an affectionate 
wife; but it turned to another account, which ſne 
was lar frem foreſeeing. The phyſician on feel- 
ing her pulſe was convinced this diſorder was coun- 
n and reſolving to make ſome — 
þ 2 | Oo 
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_ of it, rung the bell for Mrs. Rachel, who he ſuf. 
peqcted might be in the ſecret. On her comi 
into the room, he ſuddenly. ſeized her ſhoulder, 
& thou art a wicked wretch, ſaid he, that pre. 
ſumes to enter the room of the man thou haſt 
murdered l'“ IJ, I murdered, retorted ſhe, in 
great confuſion.. * Yes; returned the phyſici- 
an, in a low voice, your lady has confeſſed you 
poiſoned him.“ The terrified creature clapped her 
hands together, and ſaid, my lady gave it him 
herſelf, I only bought it.. Mrs. Bliſſworth. had 
been purpoſely conveyed to the further end of the 
apartment, and did not hear her maid's confeſſion. 
Mr. Willſon was deſired by his friend to conduct 
the lady into her parlour, and continue with her 
whilſt he took care of Mrs. Rachel. 'The colo- 
nel's agonies increaſed, which the phyſician ob- 
liged Rachel to be an eye-witneſs of and extorted 
an ample confeſſion from her of all their proceed- 
ings: in about half--an hour he | breathed his 


lag. : F ) 5 
Fhe Phyſician conducted the criminal down 
airs to 1 ſoon appeared in her 
proper cold urs, on being informed by what means 
Mr. * had ſurprized her maid into a 
confeſſion; ſhe became frantic, ſhe tore her ca 
off, curſed them all, her dead huſband and ſelf, 
and ſaid, the was contented to be hanged, that 
her fooliſh ſervant might be puniſhed for her folly 


* 


and etedulity. They were immediately examined 


before a magiſtrate and committed to Newpate. 
Mr. Cartwright having informed himielf of 
Captain Seymour's addreſs, wrote him a genteel 
letter, and prepared him, with a polite and hu- 
mane caution, for. the horrid crime he had de- 
tected, and begged to be. honoured with his in- 
ſtructions for his future proceedings. Mr. Sey- 
maur was extremely ſhocked amg 
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and would gladly have concealed it from his wife, 


deceiving her. The two Mr. Clives were ſent 
for, and this letter communicated to them, and 


the captain earneſtly requeſted, that they would 


_ favour him with their company to town for a few 


days, 'to which they conſented, and only return- 
ed to Elliot Place, taking Spranger-Hall in their 


their ſudden departure. The good Mr. Spranger 
was greatly affected, as he had conceived ſome 
liking for the colonel, and had a real affection for 


his ſiſter, adviſed them by all means to mom” « ot 


ny the captain, as it was doing as they would be 
glad to be done by, and added, we will take care 
of his wife. Mrs. Clive and Charkqtte, were 


concerned for the ill-fated colonel, and the aban- 


doned wretehes, but little eſſe they thought could 
be expected from ſuch vile Beings. ' Mrs. Swine 
bourn defired leave to go to town, as ſhe had a 
ſtrong deſire to fee them before their execution, 
her ady- obliged ' her, and as the. gentlemen went 
up in a coach, ſhe begged a feat for this ujſeful ſer- 
vant, both up and down! She went the next day 


had it been poſſible; but he happened to receive 
the letter when ſhe was preſent, and there was no 


way, to acquaint their friends with the cauſe of 


to Newgate to viſit theſe wretches, ho abuſed 


her moſt intolerably, and ſaid if it had not deen 


for her helliſh contrivances they ſhould never 


have been in that condition: the good creature; 
was glad to get away, as fne found what theſe a- 


bandoned women faid was paid great attention ta, 


and ſhe was beginning to be obſerved in a particu- 


lar manner; the next day their trials came on, 


and they were ſoon convicted, and received ſen- 
tence of death; the merchant went to Newgate 
and took an excellent divine with him in order 
to-awaken theſe wretches to ſome ſenſe of ' their 
guilt; the good gentleman exhorted them to repen- 


tance, 
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ance, but 5 ſeemed to be quite in an hardened 
ſtate, the merchant ſaid ** Mrs. Bliſſworth, I 
ſhould be glad to know if you did not receive five 
bundred pounds from my partner on a draught.” 
6 1 did, ſir, replied the criminal. He was then 
going to take his leave, but the jailor told the 


clſergyman that a poor fellow, who was to be ex- 
ecuted the next morning for a rape, was in the 


next cell, and had heard imperfectly the good ex- 


bortation and prayers of this truly pious man, 


and earneſtly intreated he would do him the ho- 


nour to viſit him: M r. Ryley was very willing to 


aſſiſt the diſtreſſed in mind, and immediately com- 
plied with the poor culprit? s requeſt. - 

On entering his cell they were ſhocked at ahis 
miſerable object, who was worn almoſt to a Ske· 
leton. “ Tou ſee, fir, faid he, addreſſing Mr. 
Ryley with. a faint accent, 'an; horrid ſinner, but 


T hope there is mercy. with, the almighty ; his 
Juſtice has overtaken me for this the ſmalleſt of 
my crimes. I lived ſervant with a worthy lady, 


and my. maſter did not appear leſs deſerving during 
4 lite; but after we loſt her he became a very 

fferent man; he ſeduced a poor innocent crea- 
Bo under the « ſolemn promiſe of marrying her, 
% nd. id, not undeceive her until ſhe was in à con- 


dition Which induced her tor the ſake of the, poor. 


infant. to preſs him cloſe with, reſpe& to his inten- 


tions, When to her miſerable lurprize, he declared 
he never could, nor had intended to make her his 
wife, but would. take good care of her and her 


child in another capacity; this the poor creature 
would not ſubmit to, ut inſiſted upon being help- 
ed to the means of deſtroying this being, before it 
ever ſaw the light, and expoſed her to infamy. 
and itſelf to contempt, this reſolution ſhe perſiſt- 
ed in, and I was employed by my wicked maſter: 
to ee a medicine that ſhould anfwer the pur- 


poſe, 
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poſe ;; I accordingly applied to a journey-man-a- : 
pothecary, who. undertook for twenty guineas to 
prepare an infallible remedy, but ſaid it would en- 
danger her life, nay, it was an hundred to one 
ſhe never recovered; this I concealed from my 
maſter leſt he ſhould boggle, and told him I had 
agreed to give thirty guineas, ten of which I poc- 
keted; the poor wretch died in twelve hours, the 
villain attended her that had compoſed the draught, 
and all was huſhed up. My maſter took to drink- 
ing, at which time I was accuſtomed to rob him 
of very conſiderable ſums ; he mortgaged his eſs, 
tate by my advice for partly the worth of it, of 
which; money, I ſtole, twelve hundred pounds, and 
when he was pretty near drunk conſtantly mixed 
laudanum in his punch; one of theſe doſes had 
the geſired effect, and he zllepeutintzua t ame ; 
imagined he went off in a fit of intemperance ; as 
bis dag d well known, I ſecreted 
his moſt vaſuable effects before I wrote my youn 
maſter notice of his i eath, Who had been kept 
from home far. fx, hole years hath for my maſ- 
ters convęniences and mine ; he only found four 
hundred pounds inſtead of a clean eſtate of eight 
hundred pounds a year as it was at my good lady's : 
death: I have wrote a. etter to a gentleman/who - 
knows, the family, if you, good firg. will take the 
trouble of putting it into the poſt. , I have diſco- 
vered all the: ſums I have thus by fraud accumula- 
ted, which are more than ſufficient. to diſcharge | 
the mortgage: this is my laſt care, I would have 
made this reſtitution. publick, but out of regard 
to the memory of my . miſtreſs, and to ſave my 
young maſter from the "diſgrace of his father's . 
crime. Mr. Ryley extolled this poor fellow's in- 
genuouſneſs, and gave him great conſolation, and 
promiſed to viſit him in the morning: the mer- 
chant was ſtruck with ſome Cn in this 


fellow s 
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fellowꝰ's relation, and begged Mr. Ryley would fa- 
vour him with a fight of the ſuperſcription of the 
letter he had undertaken to put into the Poſt-Of- 
fice, and had all his ſuſpicions confirmed by ſeeing 
it ſuperſcribed, to George Spranger, Efq ; Sir, 
ſaid he to Mr. Ryley, I have ſo great faith in 
your probity and integrity, that I will acknow- 
ledge to you, that the gentleman murthered by 
this 'wretch was my uncle; the Mr: Spranger, 
te whom that letter is directed, is the old gentle- 
man who has conferred thoſe great favours upon 
my couſin Frank Clive, which you have often 
heard me mention to be the injured party. Mr. 
 Ryley conſidered this as à providential accident, 
and putting the letter into the merchant's hands 
| deſired him to break the affair to the young gen- 
tleman in what manner he thought proper. The 
next morning they both reviſited the priſon, and 
found the poorfellow more compoſed, and as pe- 
nitent as befere. Mr. Ryley aſked him, how he 
intended to have diſpoſed of the letter he had in- 
truſted Him with; if ptovidence Ran not thrown 
him in his way : he anſwered\it was his intention 
to have given it to the'theriff, as lie Was afraid 
the juilor might ſuppreſs it, or be ſo 'cerious'as to 
read the contents. He added, tliat the apothe- 
cary's Journeyman had been dead three years. 
« Your maſter's name, faid Mr. Ryley, was 
Clive was it not?“ The fellow replied it was, 
and then mentioned every particular of the family. 
Mr. Ryley chen told him,” that he would take 
care this ſeaſonable diſcovery ſhould be produc- 


tire of the defired advantage to his young mafter, 
who was his acquaintance; they then proceeded' to 
things of greater conſequence, and found the 

two other criminals, whoſe behaviour was by no 
means like John Brown's. Mrs. Bliſſworth faid 

ſhe'felt a belt within her, and was ang 
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thing elſe could be her fate > ſhe ; was however - 


more compoſed by the time the ſheriff's officers 
and cart arrived; Rachel never ſpoke but wept 
plentifully, they were ſoon conducted to the place 
of Execution, where Mr. Ryley alſo attended the 
poor footman, made a good exhortation to the 
populace, and beſought them to take warning by 


this unhappy young man who died very reſigned __ 
and penitently; but it was far otherwiſe with 


Mrs. Bliſſworth, ſhe rolled her eyes about with 
wild impatience and confuſion, very reluctantly 
ſubmitted her neck to the fatal 1 and called 
out for vengeance on her proſecutors; Rachel 
made no oppoſition, but' patiently complied with 
every direction they gave her. . 

Thus ended the lives of theſe wicked people. 


They reached the goal of vice at an early period 
Mrs. Bliſſworth was juſt turned of thirty, Rachel 
ten years older, and the poor footman thirty-one 
only. Mr. Ryley ſpent the day with Captain 
Seymour and the two Mr. Clives, but not a word 


was mentioned of the diſcovery tliey had made. 
Mrs. Swinbourn- had ſeen the criminals go by, 
and was notwithſtanding all her reſentment: much 
concerned for them; ſhe returned with her maſter 
and his friends the next day to Elliot-Place, the 
merchant waited upon Mr. Spranger and deliver- 
ed the letter he bal for him, and related the man- 


ner of its talling into his hands; the good man 
lifted up his eyes and hands at this iniquitous; 
tranſaction, and ſaid he was afraid his boy would 


be vaſtly hurt by it: I will have nothing to do. 
with it, ſaid he, I ſhould not be able to tell him, 
therefore do 15 roceed as you think proper, but 
it is an unlucky affair, and will make your wed- 


ding day but a cloudy one. This was a conſide- 
ration of too much weight not to be felt by the _ 
merchant: Sir, ſaid he, I really was not aware 
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of what 5 have kindly mentioned, it 8 in- 


| deed interrupt our happineſs exceedingly.” „ Sup. 


we were to keep it a ſecret until ſome time 
after that event, it wonld not be amiſs, replied 
the good man, if we can ſo contrive it; but it 
will be right to ſecure the property, if 1 may ad- 
viſe upon this occafion, you ſhalt take znother 


journey to London, and threaten the parties untj] 


they refund, then give the mortgagee notite that 
his principle and intereſt will be paid off in ſuch . 
period; 1 will appear as your coufin's banker, for 
the ſum of money, until we judge rt proper to 
communicate the whole affair, but it is a pity he 
ſhould not poſſeſs his patrimony, notwithſtai anding 
he does not want it; but eight hundred Gonds a 


year is a pretty eſtate for 4 little comptinig-hou 


clerk; as he was once called by that e 
kuſband of my deceaſed ſiſter," 

The merchant pretended in a few days to be 

under a neceſſity of returning to London for: a 


week; and reluctantly quitted "his beloved Char, 


„tte, who was equally affected at this little un. 


expected ſeparation: Mr. Spranger was 'preſent 


when the merchant mentioned this, and artfully 
ſaid, **' No' more trips to Harmburgti 1 beſeech 
you, to throw us a'ſecond'fime out of our chance, 
but come, added the old gentleman, ſure there 
has been time enough ſacrificed to female nicety, 
and I may now be permitted to aſk when this 
happy day is to be; you, my boy, ought to fix 


it.” © If it reſted with me, fir, returned Mr. 


Clive, it ſhould be this day ſeven- night, for T de- 
teſt long courtſhips. This Miſs Charlotte ven- 
tured to oppoſe. „% Well, well, (ſaid the friend 


of each party,) it ſhall poſitively be this day three 


weeks. Am not I father?” added he, bridling 
bis honeſt chin. 55 "This was meas Lake 7 
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the volce of the whole company, and tacitly by 


JJ 86 
The next morning the merchant took his leawy, 
and found no difficulty in obtaining in his couhn's 
name, ten thouſand pounds, lodged: in the hands 
of a petty-fogger, as the paper directed, who, 1 
very ſilent, and hoped to have made a lawful 
prize of it; he was not ignorant of the means the l 
poor , villain had practiſed to obtain it, and had = 
Teceived it at ſeveral different times ; he was ſome 1 
kind of relation to the footman, and was become 
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by this proceeding a partaker in his crime, and 
was glad to come off no worſe. © 


|  _ Preparations were now made for a ſecond wed- 
ding at Flliot-Place; out Mi Spranger inſiſted 
upon its heing kept at his ho 


ö e, at leaſt the wed- 


a ding-day. Captain Seymour and his lady were 

; invited, but no other company at Miſs Chve's. 

{ particular requeſt ; the ceremony was performed 
1 by Mr. Ryley, who was become a great favourite. 
7 Mr. Spranger was quite a happy man, and 8 
T formed his office, if not with a good, at feat 

| e 


: with an honeſt grace: ſoon after the ceremony, 
4 humorouſſy begging the company's pardon, and 


1 the bridegroom's permiſſion, he conducted the 
5 bride into his ſtudy: Charlotte, faid he, it is a 
e great ſatisfaction to me to have beſtowed ſo good 
2 a girl, as I believe you to be, upon fo worth 

18 oung man as your huſband has proved himſelf; 
x T have given him your hand; but valuable as that 
r. preſent is, I muſt gild it a little, with a fatherly _ 
e· merit; it is your conduct alone that can inſure 
n. your happineſs, but this I am perſuaded will not 
nd diminiſh it, Ges her a bank - note for five thou: 
ef fand pounds.) No thanks, ſaid he, perceiving her 


17 about to ſpeak, I have allotted you the ſame re-: 
J. membrance in my will, as I have my friend El- 
he liot's children; I have no relation but à vill.in 


_ lord 


7 


©. 
4 
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| lord, who ſhall never have an half-penny of mine, 
and I have not a taſte for endowing an hoſpital or 
college with my fartune,- but chuſe to deal it out 
© amongſt thoſe I eſteem; every man in his humour, 
you know. May God bleſs yon, and be ſure 
make a prudent wife, if you wiſh to be an happy 
one. You ſee, though God was pleaſed to de- 
prive your brother and you of one father, he was 
fo gracious as to raiſe you up another; ah your 
r mother, added the good m:n, would have 
Tejoiced, had the lived to fee this day. But don't 

let me diſtreſs you, my dear girl, (ſeeing her af- 
fedted,) we forget the company, added he, of- 
fering her his hand. O] ſir, ſaid the bride, 
you have affected me, I confeſs, but it is a pleaſ- 
ing ſenſation; gratitude to you, and wonder at 
the all- gracioufneſs of providence, divide my 
heart; I will, with your permiſſion, ſtay a few 
moments after you.” —** No, no, fard the old 
gentleman, we cannot now allow you. game fer 
refleQion; I led you from, and I: muſt reſtore 
you to the company; I begin to think our con- 
duct is cenſurable, a married lady ſhovld never re- 
tire with a quondam lover; let us return, and in- 
terrupt their malicious ſuſpicions; the company 
did indeed ſuſped the generous defign upon which 
Mr. Spranger had withdrawn, and there was a 
ſmile of approbation on every countenance ; the 
bride took an opportunity of informing her bro- 
ther, ſiſter and new-made huſband, of Mr. Spran- 
er's reſent, which, as the action of Mr. Spran- 
ger, they were not ſurpriſed to hear; it was what 
be %% 
The merchant and his lady paſſed one month 
in the country, and then came up to town to a 
houſe prepared for their reception, his buſineſs 
- requiring his attendance and inſpection: their loſs 

was much regretted by their country friends. 
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Mrs. Swinbourn picked up an humble ſwain, 
the ſon of a farmer, juſt entering into life upon 


his own account; he admired this woman with a 


diſintereſted heart, for he had never heard a tittle 
of her three hundred pounds. When the family 


himſelf of his character and diſpoſition, and hear- 


ing a good account of him, Swinbourn was ad- 
viſed to give him proper encouragement : he was 
about enteri 


upon a farm of -i 


pounds 2 


perceived this growing inclination in the young 
—_ Mr. Clive made it his buſineſs to inform 


year rent, which Mrs. Clive found means to pur- 


chaſe without the lover's knowledge, and, upon 


their marriage taking place, had it ſettled upon 


the wife, and made him maſter of her three hun- 
pounds, with the intereſt due upon it, to 
ſtock. his farm; he could hardly believe he was 
awake, when he was firſt made acquainted with, 
his good | 


dred 


— 


poſſible, to prevent the world ſearching into the 


reaſon of all this kindneſs, and the young fellow '._ 
made a very indulgent, kind huſband 


ed an induſtrious, honeſt man. | 
We muſt now change the ſcene at Elliot- 
Place: they had long enjoyed uninterrupted feli- 
city; but there mortality ſubjected them to the 
misfortunes of life, and indeed they now met 
with a ſevere one. Maſter Spranger grew a fine 


child, and was now above two years and an half 
old; the family were all gone to dine at captain 
Seymour's, the child was in the nurſery playing, 
and one of the footmen, the humble ſervant of 


„ and proy- 


the nurſery maid, was had up ſtairs with his miſ- 


treſs, and dined with her ; he had ſtolen a bottle of 
wine to regale her with, of which he perſuaded. 


her to take four or five glaſſes, which being more 


than ſhe was accuſtomed to drink, affected her 
was holding the child at 


head exceedingly ; m_ : 
5 + Rr 


* 
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fortune; they choſe to be as ſecret as 


S REY 
TCoachman came up to them, who inſiſted on giv- 


* 
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ing a ſalute to the young woman; ſhe ſtruggled, 


- 


* 


and unhappily the lively infant ſprung out of her 
heedleſs arms upon the terrace; the ſweet boy 
ſcreamed out terribly, and was taken up by ſome 


of the other ſervants, who on examination found 


he had broke a leg and an arm, and was otherways 


much hurt; a ſurgeon was immediately ſent for, 


who declared it his opinion he could not long 
ſurvive the terrible accident. Mrs: Swinbourn, 
alias Roberts, was . ſent for, who lived within 


three miles of Elliot-Place, and deſired to go 


and acquaint-her lady with the melancholy cata- 
ſtrophe; the was ſincerely grieved, and would 


. gladly have declined the diſagreeable office, but 
being convinced that ſhe could be more compoſed 


than the reſt of the ſervants, ſhe undertook it, 
and had a horſe got ready for her directly; the 


company were in the garden when ſhe arrived, 
aid ſhe defired one of captain Sey mour's ſervants 


to acquaint his maſter a perſon begged to ſpeak 
with him; the captzin was very inquiſitive con- 
cerning who it could be, as he was very unwilling 


to quit the gentlemen and ladies; the footman 


found himſelf ſo hard preſſed, that at laſt he 
blundered out, that 'it was Mrs. Roberts, Mrs. 
Clive's former ſervant. Mrs. Clive took the alarm: 
« My God | cried ſhe, ſome aceident has hap- 
pened.” Captain Seymour was of the ſame opi- 
nion; but forcing a ſmile, ſaid, * Madam, you 


have a ſtrong imagination, you hear Mrs. Ro- 
_ berts's buſineſs is with me; why ſhould it relate 
to you, I beſeech you! may it not be ſome favour 


the has to aſk in my power?“ The captain could 
have broke both his man's head and his own for 


the indiſcretion they had committed, and went with 


an agitated mind to the poor affliged Mrs. Ro- 


berts 
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berts, whoſe countenance was an unhappy pre- 
ſage of the woful tidingg ſhe had to communicate. 
« Mrs. Roberts, ſaid the captain, you have act- 
ed with as much: precaution as I with impru- 
dence; I have alarmed all the family, by in- 
fiſting to know who it was that wanted me, I fear 
you have ſome dreadful thing to relate.“ Mrs. 
Roberts told the calamitous tale, as well as her 
tears would permit her, and beſought the captain 
to break it as tenderly as poſſible to her lady. The 
captain was truly diſtreſſed by this diſmal com- 
miſſion, and in vain endeavoured to form his fea- 
- tures into a tolerable compoſure ; he therefore re- 
ſolved, as judging it beſt not to torture them by 
anticipation of they knew not what, to ſay that 
the child was taken ſuddenly ill. With this re- 
ſolution he returned into the garden, and was a- 
gain aſked by the alarmed mother, if no accident 
had happened. He heſitated involuntarily ; * Tor- 
ture me not, ſaid Mrs. Clive, with this eruel foſ-,. I 
_ pence, let me know the worſt immediately, it 
will be much better for me.” © Madam, ſaid 
the captain, do not alarm yourſelf ſo exceedingly, 
I hope there is no occaſion, maſter Spranger is 
indeed taken ill, and this diligent and affection - 
ate creature could not forbear wiſhing you ſhould © 
be acquainted with it. But this made the alarm | 
general. What is the matter with the dear 
infant, ſaid Mr. Spranger? why did not you, 
captain, bring the woman down to tell us particu- 
lars?“ © My dear boy is dead, ſaid the weeping 
mother, ns other news would have put Roberts 
upon this caution.“ Upon my honour he is not, 9 
returned the captain, I do not deceive you, he is not j 
dead,” Mr. Clive ſlipped away in order to know 
the truth, which: Mr. Seymour perceiving, quit- 
ted the place haſtily in order to overtake him; he 
muſt not go home 1 ſaid he to himſelf, 
5 4 | 26 
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as he quitted the alcove, which was heard by Mr. 
Spranger, who ſeizing him by the collar, and 
calling to Mr. Clive to cgme back, inſiſted upon 
knowing that moment what had happened. 
<< Captain, ſaid he, with the utmoſt impatience, 
I have too tender an intereſt in that ſweet boy to 
bear to be trifled with; therefore, if you are my 
friend, tell ine without reſerve whatever I am to 
know.“ Mr. Seymour finding no way to evade 
this direct queſtion, confeſſed the whole affair, 
and never. was: there a more melancholy ſcene. 
The ladies would go home immediately, and Mr. 
Spranger ſaid they might do as they pleaſed, but 
for his part he could not ſtay.” \ 5 
Mrs. Seymour's coach was got ready for them, 
and they returned with wounded hearts to that 
houſe they had a few hours before quitted with 
happineſs. They found the poor child in a la- 
mentable condition, and as the ſurgeon gave 
them no hopes, they had nothing but death to 
wWiſti for to relieve them all. He continued two 
days in extreme miſery, and then it pleaſed God 
to releaſe him. EY „ 
Mr. Spranger did not viſit them for a whole 
fortnight after his godſon's death, and declared 
he had never felt ſo much concern ſince the loſs of 
his ſiſter, and heartily wiſhed the dear fellow had 
never been born. Mrs. Clive's grief was ſilent, 
and preyed upon her conſtitution, inſomuch that 
ſhe was ordered to Briſtol, for the benefit of the 
waters. The merchant and his wife ſent them a 
very preſſing invitation to their houſe, in hopes 
that the buſy ſcenes of London might alleviate, if 
not entirely, divert their intenſe affliction. Mr. 
Spranger, when he did again venture to Elliot- 
Place, found them all in ſuch a diſconſolate way, 
that the well-meaning man began to conceive this 
to be a proper time for mentioning the ann: 
1 N | 


ed by another, at leaſt I ſhall turn his thoughts 


a very ſolemn dinner, they retired into the with- 
drawing room, and Mr. Spranger prepared him- 


greſs my friends and children make in overcoming 


evil was brought bpon us, we ſhould infallibly 
* ceaſe to lament; had this ſweet babe been conti- 


many years which, according to the common 


mon executioner, or the treachery and malice of 


was but poor conſolation to the afflicted ey N 
who fitting mournfully ſilent, Mr. Spranger ſaid, 


ſure only the prelude to a ſecret I have to N * 
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of Mr. Clive's eſtate, and the manner of his fa- 
ther's death; for, as the old gentleman reaſoned 
with himſelf, fire is expelled by fire, and perhaps 


onediſagreeable circumſtance may be ſurmount- 


into another channel, and by finding him em- 
ployment rouſe him from the melancholy lethar- 
oy he is ſinking under at preſent. Having made 


ſelf for this great taſk, with ſeveral uſeful, as 
well as ſignificant hems: © At length, ſaid he, 
it is with great concern, I perceive the flow pro- 


their late heavy blow; there is none here but is 
thoroughly ſenſible that misfortunes, as we call 
them, are only ſuch in our ſhort view of things. 
Could we but perceive for what wiſe purpoſe this 


nued to our wiſhes, God only knows how much 
miſery he bimſelf might have experienced, in the 


courſe of nature, his exiſtence might have ſpun 
out; the heavy hand of affliction might perha 

have ſeized him at an early period, or he might 
have languiſhed out years upon a wretched fick 
bed; or had he fallen into guilty practices, either 
come to an untimely end by the hanJs of the com- 


ſome of his vile accomplices, how would you all, 
under ſuch circumſtances, have wiſhed he had 
died in his cradle? This well intended harangue 


* You may perhaps think I might as well have 
{pared my refleQions, but they are in ſome me- 
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bis engaged their attention. I know not 
whether I am right in chuſing this gloomy ſeaſon 
for a diſagreeable communication, but I do it 
with a good deſign; it is, added he, a diſcovery 
relative to your unhappy father's affairs.” Mr. 
Clive was ſhocked at this introduction. For 
God's ſake, fir, ſaid he, inform me, and what- 
ſoever it be, you ſhall ſee I will bear it like a man 
and a chriſtian.” © Well ſaid, my boy, return- 
ed Mr. Spranger, you would have been made ac- 
quainted with it before; but the merchant, from 
a hint I furniſhed him with, was apprehenſive 
of both retarding and over-clouding his wedding- 
day, for which reaſon he made a little excurſion 
to London, as you may well temember, and com- 
| Pleated part of your buſineſs in the city, like your 
; fincere friend and the man of honour. At his 
feturn, he depoſited ten thouſand pounds, the 
m your father's eſtate was mortgaged for, in 
oy ids, and wrote the mortgagee notice, that 
His intereſt and principal would be paid in ſix 
months, two of which are now unexpired.” 
% You amaze me exceedingly, ſaid Mr. Clive, 
by this unexpected diſcovery.” * But, return- 
ed Mr. Spranger, I ſhall much increaſe it by re- 
lating particulars, if you think, you can bear to 
hear them. Your father, Frank, did not die a 
natural death, but was taken off at laſt by a pe- 
nitent villain, who reſtored theſe ſums, of which 
he had robbed him.“ Sir, interrogated Mr. 
Clive, does the wretch now live?“ ““ No, Frank, 
returned Mr. Spranger, you yourſelf ſaw him go 
to the place of execution; it was that fellow, who 
who ſuffered the ſame day the wicked Mrs. Bliſſ- 
worth did.” Mr. Clive lifted up his hands, but 
continued ſilent: I may now, ſaid the old gen- 
. tleman, give you the particulars, for you are ac- 
guainted with the worſt.” He then in his cir- 
= + IS | . 4 | cumſtantial 
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gumſtantial manner related the whole affair, and 
produced the letter, committed by the criminal to 
the care of Mr. Ryley. 1 55 

Mr. Clive retired when Mr. Spranger had con- 

cluded this extraordinary relation, in order to re- 
collect himſelf a little. Great God! faid he, 
how wonderfully unſearchable are all thy ways: 

I will no longer murmur at thy diſpenſation, for 
J have juſtly deſerved the ſevereſt chaſtiſements. 
How was my criminal connexion, with an infa- 
mous woman, puniſhed like David's adultery, 
with the loſs of my dear child ? his innocent life 
was perhaps the forfeit of my tranſgreſſion, which 
has indeed been a ſevere puniſhment to me, but 

productive to him of eternal glory. How have 

huis agonies been compenſated by the blifs to which 
he was tranſlated, and only upon my guilty head 
has the vengeance been poured ? The ſharers ct | 


my afflictions are a keen aggravation of it; but! 
- fubmit, thon righteous Being, I acknowledge the 
juſtice of thy powerful arm, and thank thee for \- 
_ overtaking my father's murderer. - — 
Mr. Spranger grew uneaſy at his Frank's ak- 
ſence, and begged he might be permitted to fol- 
low him. He interrupted him in the above me- 
ditations, but found him, in outward appearance, 
calm and compoſed. Thank God, thank God, 
ſaid the honeſt friend, for ſeeing you thus; 1 
heartily repented revealing this ſecret, from the 
- apprehenſion of its proving too much for your al- 
ready poor oppreſſed heart; but you are a good 
boy.“ „Sir, ſaid Mr. Clive, I can aſſure you 
with great ſincerity, that your candid deſign has 
taken effect, and you have eaſed my ſoul of an 
heavy burden: my eyes are now opened to the 
_ Irspropriety and ufeleſſneſs of my late deſpon- 
dence ; I can conſider my Spranger as now in the 
Wnimeliate preſence of his Almighty Creator, ang 
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in fulneſs of bliſs. and perfection; dare I then, 
or ought I, ſir, from ſuch a conſideration of his 
felicity, wiſh to recal him, or repine at his ſhort 
continuance in this vale of guilt and miſery ? No, 
my experienced friend and benefactor, I abjure 
ſo unworthy a ſentiment. I will immediately en- 
_ deavour to prevail upon my wife to comply with 
the advice of her phyſician in viſiting Briſtol, a 
turn all my care to reconcile her to the will of 
Heaven. Come, fir, ſhall we return to them.” 
The good man wiped his eyes, and left the room 
without ſpeaking. 25 
Mr. Clive followed him into the withdrawing- 
room, his countenance reſtored in ſome degree to 
its former tranquillity. Mrs. Clive examined him 
with the anxious eye of tender apprehenſion, and 
was agreeably ſurprized at the unexpected 
- e, © Mydear, ſaid Mr. Clive, addrefling 
his wife, I hope you will not deny me the re- 
queſt I am going to make ; Mr. Spranger and I 
have agreed that we ſhould take this Briſtol jour- 
ney as ſoon as poſſible, and by making I.ondon in 
our way, we may perhaps engage Charlotte in 
our party, you will not ſure refuſe ??”” Mrs. 
Clive ſighed, and ſaid, ſhe would ſubmit intirely 
to his inclination. © Well, my good Mr. Spran- 
ger, ſaid Mr. Clive, now I have gained this ma- l 
terial point, my heart is ſo truly human as to be 
. ſet upon another; you have no wife, nor domeſ- 
tic concerns to confine you, and according to the 
old faying, the bachelor's home is every where ; 
_ * might I preſume ſo far, I would draw you out up- 
on a ramble to the ſalutiferous wells. Mr. Spran= 
ger was pradigiouſly pleaſed with the conſequence 
his company was made of, and anſwered with his 
uſual frankneſs and good-humour, **© you ſhall not 
aſk 4 ſecond time, my boy; you have awakened 
the young man in my heart, and I will with pen” 
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ure accompany you; who knows, continued he, 
- adjuſting his cravat, what may happen, I am not 
yet too old to look about me.” The family of 
ſorrow could not forbear ſmiling at this honeſt 
flight, which the old gentleman perceiving, reſu- 
med, I muſt have a bettermoſt ſuit or two ex- 
amined as time and moths may have impaired their 
value; if they prove tolerable, they muſt have 
2 good airing, as they have not ſeen the light 
theſe twenty years, then I have a perriwig of the 
ſame date, which I will have put into full buckle, 
that my beauiſh appearance may do honour to, 
| inſtead of refleQing diſgrace upon, my chil- 
dren.“ | | TEES - 
_. Every preparation was ſoon accompliſhed, and 
in a'week's time, they once more quitted Elliot 
Place, but with very different ſenſations than u- 
ſnal upon that occaſion ; for it ſeemed to be a 
great relief to them to loſe ſight of thoſe ſcenes, 
which had for a month or two paſt been fo ex- 
_ ceedingly deep and horrible. | 5 A 
They ſoon arrived in London, and upon pro- 
poſing this jaunt to the merchant's wife, ſhe rea- 
dily gave into it, and her huſband promiſed to 
Join them for a week or ſo. Mr. Spranger's good 
ſpirits continued, and he inſiſted upon gallanting 
the ladies to a play, to convince them, that he 
could acquit himſelf with no ill grace, notwith- 
ſtanding he had been ſo long accuſtomed to a 
country life. Mrs. Clive was greatly averſe to 
this propoſal, but yielded to the repeated ſolici- 
tations of her friends. The play happened to be 
the Provoked Huſband, where the refle&ions on 
conjugal felicity made poor Mr. Clive bite his lips, 
but diverted the reſt of the company extremely. 
Mr. Spranger extolled Lady Grace's. con 
and ſaid, Sir Francis Wronghead was a queer 
dog, and that Manley's Was a genteel and an _ 
STO able 
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able character. Mr. Spranger in his (criticiſms, 
diiſcovered fo much good judgment, that his re- 
„ marks were attended to with great fatisfaction by 
ſiome perſons who ſat near, and were diftinguifh- 
ed for their wit, as well as their nobility. The 
entertainment was a Pantomime. The good man 
Highed ſeveral. times, from the reflection that 
uch and ſuch a repreſentation would have delight- 
| ed his dear little Spranger, had he lived to his 
fourth year only. He ſaid he was ſorry to obſerve 
that the preſent age abounded as much with old 
children as young, and unleſs he himſelf had been 
an eye witneſs of the apparent pleafure and diver- 
fion of grand-papa's and grand-mama's at the me- 
tamorphofis of arlequin, he ſhould have eonſi- 
dered ſuch a report æs a meer burleſque upon 
them. He rejoiced when it was concluded, and 
conducted Mrs. Clive out with ſuch an air of felf 
conſequence, as was highly entertaining to the 
two Mr. Chyes. - 29 
On their return home, Mr. Spranger, with 
no leſs elocution than ſtrength of memory, reca- 
pitulated the principal circumſtances of the per: 
formance, and was very droll, though prolix in 
his obſervations. I confeſs, ſaid he, I was ſen: 
ſibly affected by the well reprefented diſtreſs of 
Lord Townly ; let me tell you, continued he, 
women often ſuffer by not attending to and 
making grateful returns for the kindneſs of their 
huſbands; but where the lady's affections are 
not eſtranged, nor extravagance or folly” too 
ſtrongly confirmed, a Lord Townly will reclaim, 
when a Sir Francis Wronghead by his petulance 
and impatience ſhall defeat his own purpoſe.” 
- Theſe reflections engaged them until the hour of 
retirement, when Mr. Spranger was again divert- 
ed with a performance in imagination of all thoſe 
ſcenes from which he had derived any ſingular 
je ba | ſatisfaction. 
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_ arrival at that city, they were age 


ne 2 e 3 
r y * * 8 


2 F * — 18988 "1 
e N R "SONY £4 , 
f "IS. PE EIS © 9 9 "FO + PANT 3 Af {ad 
8 PWW 
1 oY a he Wt 4.x at: ks Job ” FE. 2 * © 1 
8 4 7 * a - p — * = 5 ** 
W * ay © 2 9 - PE net a 1 * . , 
3 28 n n * A Nn "oo . Br og 
2 W n 1 n "PR SF 4 2 
8 . „ er Ea, * 9 5 2 8 
: 2 ; 


EE 
$2: he TE 
* 


* 


Fr * Y 7 41 * 54 4 4 k A 8 SN ; Yo 4 b. «_ * 5 * x 
— a 5 3 1 : nf pt TN * 
> . * * - 7 5 2 * * . 1 2. * 
. | e , Sl NS 
ö 5 , , % y : FS SONNY ESE OS * W's ; Os : : 
F . * . 1 — , 2 59 3 4 35% . 2 J'S OED 
* » 4 I . a ky : „ 's 5 7 =” * 8 85 p YE a Po, * 
, 1 . 1 7 : . Sv 2 4 
. $ - 1. . "0. 2 - 
. E : ; : 4%, x 2 $3 <4 * | 
Os R. 5 R A 489 C 18 $2 5 2.2 „ 235 
b 8 . > OM «0 4, ö 3 * 23 * 9 <Y 6 nb : \ ; g 
2 1 3 . * E) * 27 % f . 8 3 * * 


La-Mancha and the humble Squire, attended 
well mounted as a Corps de | garde. ' On their 


withy elegant, agreeable lodgings: next morning 


regular life, variety of company, · in conjunction 
with the natural efficacy of that valuable ſpring, 
reſtored this lady in one month, to her natural 
complexion' and ſweetneſs of aſpeQt. - 

One morning being at the pump, their atten= 


tion was engaged by the arrival of Lord Revells | 
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Machine, out of which came with much difficul»- 


ty and aſſiſtance the ignoble owner. ueretoſgng 


mentioned, he was taken and.conveyed into the 
room, his countenance wan and meagre, and he 
apparently laboured under the heavy affliction of 
a violent conſumptive - cough, which ſhook his. 


frame. The compaſſionate heart of Mr. Spran» 


ger was touched at the ſight of, this melancholy: 
object to ſuch a degree, that he was obliged to 


withdraw; his reſentment and diſguſt were total- 


ly ſubdued by the humiliating hand of ſickneſs, fo 
viſibly heavy upon this unworthy courtier. He 


got a gentleman to aſk his lordſhip, in a prepared | 


way, whether meeting an old friend and relation 
y, wheth ting Id friend and relatic 


nobleman lifting up his languid eyes, faintly en- 
quired his name, and on being informed, ſaid, he 
muſt beg to be excuſed, as he had neither ſpirits 
nor ſtrength for converſation. The good man 
was extremely diſconcerted at this repulſe, as it 
was mere kindneſs of heart that induced him to 
make the application, but did not urge him a 
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would be a diſpleaſing adventure to him. The 
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ſatisfaction. In five days they. proceededion then 
| Þurney to Briſtol ; the two ladies, the merchant, 
maid « the carriage. Mr. 

Spranger and his ſon Frank, like the Knight of - WW 


they made their appearance at the Hot Wells s 
Mrs. Clive entered a . the water regimen, hen 
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ther. Three days afterwards he heard of his lord- 
ſnip's death, who lived and died a courtier. Mrs. 
Clive's health being perfectly reſtored, they re- 
turned once more to Elliot- Place, and in a twelve 
month's time had a ſecond little Spranger beſtow- 
ed upon them, to their general happineſs and ſatis- 
faction. Mr. Spranger enjoyed many years of 
health and ſelicity, aud was taken off by a gentle 
ſtroke from the iron-handed Monarch; he left the - 
bulk of his fortune to Mr. Clive, and handſome 
legacies to the merchant, his wife, and Mr. Elli- 
ot's children. Thus have I conducted my hero 
through a variety of genuine ſcents, to the ſum- 
mit of human felicity, and were I to ſpin this 
work to a longer continuance, I muft haye re- 
courſe to fiction, and impoſe upon my readers; I 


will only therefore preſume to entreat thoſe youth 


of both ſexes, who may peruſe this innocent Novel, 
to make thoſe reflections it was intended to excite, 
and, in every period and tranſaction of their lives, 
hold faſt their integrity, ſhun the flowery track 
of deceit, and remember, that a fair face muſt 
be illumined with the delightful glow of conſcious 
innocence and virtue, to render it truly amiable. 
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